
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 The number of people 

affected by natural disasters 

in August was the second 

highest of 2012. 

 

 Floods, landslides and a 6.3 

magnitude earthquake 

caused 28 fatalities and 

affected over 10,000 people. 

 

 The HRF approved three 

new projects to address the 

emergency and early 

recovery needs of some 

10,000 people across two 

provinces. 

 

FIGURES 

Natural disasters (Aug) 

Natural disasters  11 

Total affected 
population 

10,608 

Casualties 28 

 

FUNDING 

Humanitarian 
Response Fund 

300,000  
Approved in August 2012 
(US$) 

 

720,836 
Balance (US$) 

 

The impact of natural disasters increased 

significantly in August 

Floods, landslides and a powerful earthquake affected 10,600 people 

Natural disasters affected 10,600 people in Indonesia during August 2012, according to 
the National Agency for Disaster Management (BNPB). The figure represents a 50 per 
cent increase over the number of people affected in July. It is also the second-highest 
number of affected people in the eight months since the beginning of the year, despite a 
reduction in the incidence of the major disasters over the previous month. Eleven disaster 
events were recorded in August, against 26 in July.
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Floods and landslides constituted three-quarters of all natural disaster events during the 
month. They were also responsible for 18 of the 28 natural disaster-related fatalities and 
over 90 per cent of the affected population. The floods and landslides were triggered by 
continuous rains in Maluku, Central Sulawesi and Aceh provinces. Ambon City in Maluku 
was the hardest hit, suffering 10 fatalities and serious damage to houses and transport 
infrastructure in floods and landslides occurring across five sub-districts at the beginning 
of August. An estimated 1,699 households (6,007 people) were temporarily displaced as 
a result. In Central Sulawesi, floods caused four deaths and displaced 1,424 people 
across several villages during the last week of the month. Southwest Aceh also 
experienced flooding, specifically in Leuser sub-District where four people died, 11 
bridges were destroyed and scores of houses suffered severe damage. 
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 Please note that these figures are indicative and may be subject to change based on subsequent 

revisions by the Government.   
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Despite fewer natural 

disasters between 

January and August 

than in the 

corresponding period 

of 2011, nearly thrice 

as many people were 

affected in 2012 as in 

the previous year.   

Thrice as many people have been affected by natural disasters in 2012 as in 
2011 

While the general trend remains similar to 2011 relative to their month-on-month 
variation, natural disasters occurred far more frequently last year than in 2012. Between 
January and August 2011, at least 502 natural disasters were recorded, against 314 in 
the corresponding period of 2012. However, nearly three times more people have been 
affected by disasters so far in 2012 than in 2011. Some 78,600 people were affected 
between January and August 2012, giving a disaster impact ratio of 1:250. This contrasts 
with 29,590 people affected in the first eight months of 2011 – a disaster impact ratio of 
1:59. 

Earthquakes  

Two strong earthquakes occurred in August 2012. On 18 August, an earthquake 
measuring 6.3 on the Richter scale struck Central Sulawesi, with its epicenter located 27 
km southeast of Parigi Mountong District. The quake, which hit on land at a depth of 19.9 
km, caused five deaths and serious damage to 165 houses. Additionally, it triggered 
landslides, which affected road access to two sub-districts, as well as to several villages. 
On 26 August, a 6.4 magnitude earthquake occurred off North Maluku at a depth of 88 
km. The epicentre was located 115 km northwest of Halmahera Barat. The tremor caused 
no damage.  

The overall incidence of earthquakes measuring 5.0 and above on the Richter scale 
remained unchanged from the previous month and was comparable to the corresponding 
month in 2011. The frequency of such earthquakes was highest in Aceh and Maluku 
provinces.  

Volcanoes 

During the month, Mt. Marapai in West Sumatra spewed volcanic ash up to 1,000 meters 
into the sky. Volcanic activity on the mountain has gradually increased since August 
2011. The Centre for Volcanology and Geological Hazard Mitigation (PVMBG) maintained 
the volcano at alert Level II, but issued an advisory against breaching a 3 km-radial 
danger zone around the crater.  
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The HRF approved 

three new projects 

worth a total $300,000 

to address WASH, 

Health, Nutrition and 

NFI needs in two 

provinces. 

For further information, please contact:  
Rajan Gengaje, Head of Office a.i., gengaje@un.org, Tel. (+62) 21 3141308 ext. 215 
Denis Okello, Reporting & Public Information Officer, okellod@un.org, Tel. (+62) 811 9105847 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

Disaster Response and Preparedness  

The Government responded to the needs of affected populations and continued to 
strengthen its disaster preparedness capacity 

Following the earthquake in Central Sulawesi, the Government dispatched rapid 
response teams to the affected areas, while local authorities deployed heavy equipment 
and bulldozers to clear the roads and debris. BNPB released Rp.200 million (approx. 
US$17,000) in emergency funds to aid response to the disaster. In Ambon City, the 
Mayor declared a twenty-day local emergency in the aftermath of the floods and 
landslides. No international assistance was requested in the response to any of the 
natural disasters occurring in August.  

In a bid to avert a potential emergency following a rise in the number of hotspots and the 
risk of forest fires in Riau, the Government began a forty-day cloud seeding process to 
induce artificial rain over parts of the province. The Agency for the Assessment and 
Application of Technology (BPPT) is assisting the Government in the process. The 
number of hotspots is expected to peak between August and September 2012, ahead of 
the commencement of the regular rainy season over much of Indonesia.  

Strengthening preparedness capacity continued to be a priority for the Government. 
BNPB finalized the Integrated Action Plan for Drought (2012), which will be implemented 
in the nine priority provinces of Lampung, Banten, West Java, Central Java, Yogyakarta, 
East Java, West Nusa Tenggara, East Nusa Tenggara, and West Papua.  The Plan 
envisages distribution of water through water tanks, provision of water pumps, 
construction of boreholes, ponds and reservoirs, induction of artificial rain, and irrigation.  
The Plan is ultimately expected to benefit 616 villages in 23 districts/cities. 

BNPB’s Legal and Cooperation Bureau, in partnership with the Australia-Indonesia 
Facility for Disaster Reduction (AIFDR), organized a series of sensitization and simulation 
events on the regulation (No. 22/2010) concerning the role of international organizations 
and foreign governmental organizations during emergency response. The simulations 
aimed to test the status of implementation as well as improve the quality of coordination 
with various stakeholders from the Government and NGOs.  Nine provinces are expected 
to have conducted such simulations by the end of 2012.  

Funding 
The Humanitarian Response Fund (HRF) approved 3 new projects 

The HRF Review Board approved three new projects in August 2012, which are expected 
to benefit some 10,000 people. The projects, with a combined worth of $300,000, will be 
undertaken by Yayasan Social Dian Desa, HOPE Indonesia and Yakkum Emergency Unit 
beginning in September 2012. They will address WASH, NFI, Food, Nutrition and Health 
needs in the Maluku islands and East Nusa Tenggara. As at the end of August, there 
were six ongoing HRF projects responding to the immediate and early recovery needs of 
people affected by natural disasters in Indonesia. The HRF remains with $720,836 in 
unallocated funds. 
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Number of displaced and a�ected population/events

Continuous rains triggered �ash �oods in several villages of Central Sulawesi on 25 
August, causing four casualties and the temporary displacement of nearly 400 families. In 
Parigi Selatan Sub-District, two people were killed and 1,424 people temporarily 
displaced across eight villages. The �oods destroyed 34 houses, with an additional 83 
houses su�ering severe damage. Also damaged were 1,741 hectares of agricultural land, 
including of paddy rice �elds. In Palu Tengah Sub-District, two casualties were reported 
following �oods in two villages.  At least 32 families (101 people) were temporarily 
displaced. On 26 August, �oods triggered landslides in Sitala Sari Sub-District in North 
Sumatra, causing serious damage to 12 houses.  

A magnitude 6.4 (USGS) earthquake occurred o� North Maluku on the night of 26 August 
2012. The quake, with its epicentre located 115 km northwest of Halmahera Barat and 
with a depth of 88 km, did not cause any damages.

A landslide destroyed a house and killed three people in Bimu Nyiur village in North 
Sulawesi on 29 August. Two houses were also severely damaged in the incident. 

8 Casualties or Missing
2,286 Displaced and a�ected
270 houses inundated
24 bridges damage

15 Casualties or Missing
8,317 Displaced and a�ected
7,387 houses inundated
18 bridges damage

5 Casualties or Missing
527 houses totally damage

Floods and landslides were triggered by several days of continuous rain caused 10 casualties 
and serious damage across �ve sub-districts of Ambon.  According to BNPB, 397 houses and 
three bridges su�ered severe damage, and 1,699 households (6,007 individuals) were displaced 
by the disaster. Transport into and out of Ambon City and electricity supply were disrupted for 
several hours, before returning to normal on 2 August.

On 7 August, Mt. Marapi in West Sumatra spewed volcanic ash up to 1,000 meters into the sky. 
Volcanic activity on the mountain has gradually increased since August 2011. While PVMBG 
continues to maintain the volcano at alert Level II, it has warned local residents against breach-
ing the 3 km-radial danger zone from the crater.  

Following rise in the number of hotspots (forest �res) in Riau Province, 
the local disaster management agency (BPBD) announced an 
emergency readiness phase. The number of hotspots reached 176.

A 6.3 magnitude (USGS) earthquake struck Central Sulawesi at 0.940 
GMT on 18 August 2012. According to BNPB, the earthquake caused six 
casualties and left eight people seriously injured. The quake (revised by 
USGS from 6.6 originally reported) hit on land at a depth of 19.9 km, with 
its epicenter located 27 km southeast of Parigi Mountong District. BNPB 
reported that 165 houses were seriously damaged by the quake, with 
306 buildings su�ering moderate to light damage in Kulawi, Gumbasa 
and Lindu sub-districts. Landslides triggered by the earthquake cut o� 
road access to Lindu and Kulawi sub-districts, as well as to several 
villages in Sigi District. 

Flash �oods left four people dead and two people missing in Nga Timbul 
Liang Pangi village of Leuser Sub-District in southeast Aceh on 18 
August 2012. The �oods also caused severe damage to 48 houses and 
washed away 11 bridges. 

22-29 Aug

The number of people a�ected by natural disasters in August was the second-highest of 2012
Floods, landslides and a 6.3 magnitude earthquake caused 28 fatalities and a�ected over 10,000 
people.

This snapshot is prepared based on information 
provided by UN agencies, Government of Indonesia
National and International NGOs, ASEAN 
and media reports.
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