
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 19 flooding incidents 

temporarily displaced 558 

people in February. 

 21 of 33 provinces remain at 

risk of flooding through 

March 2012. 

 Two volcanic incidents and 

one moderate-scale 

earthquake occurred. No 

casualties or major damage 

were reported. 

 The Humanitarian Response 

Fund has approved 

$140,000 in funding for two 

new projects. 

 

Natural disasters (Feb.) 

Natural disaster 
events 

47 

Total affected 
population 

2,189 

Fatalities 16 

Temporarily 
displaced 

1,470 

Humanitarian 
Response Fund 

140,954  
Disbursed in Feb 2012 
(US$) 

 

933,131 
Balance (US$) 

 

47 natural disasters reported in February 
Floods affected the largest number of people in February 

Floods were one of the most frequent natural hazards in Indonesia in February 2012, 
accounting for over one-third of 47 natural disasters reported by the National Agency for 
Disaster Management (BNPB). Heavy or continuous rains were the main cause, 
triggering 19 flooding incidents across the country. Banten, West Nusa Tenggara and 
West Sumatra provinces were worst affected. Five fatalities were recorded due to 
flooding, and 558 people had to seek temporary shelter following submersion of their 
homes. Nearly 80 per cent of temporary displacements occurred in Banten, where the 
Cirarap and Sabi rivers burst their banks on 13 February. In all, 545 houses suffered 
damage, 130 of them severely.   

Heavy rains also triggered landslides in some parts of the country, most notably in West 
Java. At least 10 incidents were recorded, resulting in six fatalities. Landslides temporarily 
displaced 67 people and badly damaged six houses in the worst incident in Gudang 
village. 

Whirlwinds accounted for nearly one-third of natural disasters 

Whirlwinds constituted the second-most frequent and destructive natural hazard in 
February, causing five fatalities and 44 injuries. South Sulawesi and North Sumatra were 
the most affected. Whirlwinds temporarily displaced at least 135 people and severely 
damaged 156 houses. A further 1,271 houses suffered moderate-to-light damage.  

Natural disasters: January vs February 2012 

 

   Source: OCHA & BNPB 

Two volcanic incidents and one moderate-level earthquake in February 

Two incidents of volcanic activity were recorded in February. Mt. Lokon erupted on 10 
February, hurling ash two kilometres into the sky. The eruption was considered minor, 
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The Government 

provided sufficient 

humanitarian 

assistance to affected 

populations and did 

not require additional 

assistance  

however, with the Volcanic and Geological Disaster Mitigation Centre (PVMBG) 
maintaining Alert Level III (preparedness).

1
 On 2 February, Mt. Semeru increased its 

volcanic activity, prompting PVMBG to increase from Alert Level II to Alert Level III. As of 
29 February, five volcanoes were at Alert Level III, and 19 volcanoes at Alert Level II.  

West Papua registered a moderate-scale earthquake during the month. The tremor, 
measuring 5.9 on the Richter scale and with a depth of 10 km, occurred some 20 km 
northwest of Tambrauw. No tsumani, casualties or damages were recorded.  

Government of Indonesia responds sufficiently to disasters 

None of the disasters that occurred in February required international assistance. The 
Government, through its regional disaster management agencies, provided sufficient 
humanitarian assistance to the affected populations.  Households temporarily displaced 
by flooding received temporary shelter, food and non-food items. Following the eruption 
of Mt. Lokon, the local government in Sulawesi drew up an evacuation path and pre-
positioned emergency shelters in 20 locations as a preparedness measure. In East Java, 
the Regional Agency for Disaster Management (BPBD) activated a command centre for 
monitoring and emergency preparedness in response to the volcanic activity on Mt. 
Semeru. 

Disaster Preparedness 
The Government’s Meteorology, Climatology and Geophysics Agency (BMKG) has 
warned that 21 of the country’s 33 provinces will remain vulnerable to flooding through 
March 2012. These include Central and East Java, West Kalimantan and North and 
South Sulawesi, each of which are likely to experience flooding in more than five sub-
districts. 

Preparedness remains major Government focus  

The Government and partners 
maintained their focus on strengthening 
disaster preparedness and response 
capacity, including through training and 
simulation. To mark its fourth 
anniversary, BNPB brought together all 
its affiliates from the provincial to local 
levels for training on disaster 
management.   

The BNPB also conducted a disaster 
management technical simulation in 
Bogor, West Java, through its Centre 
for Education and Training. The 
simulation tested and improved the 
capacity of West Java BNPB staff in 
disaster management and response.  

Inter-Cluster preparedness planning gains momentum 

In February, the clusters continued to work closely with BNPB on finalizing the Inter-
Cluster Preparedness Package (ICPP), expected to be launched by the UN Emergency 
Relief Coordinator, Valerie Amos, in March 2012. The ICPP facilitates coordination based 
on the Contingency Plan (CP) endorsed by the Humanitarian Country Team in October 
2011. It identifies concrete, cluster-specific actions necessary to activate response plans 
in the CP and draws on the expertise of all 10 clusters.  

Multi-Cluster Initial Rapid Assessment approach introduced in Indonesia 

                                                      
 
1
 Indonesia maintains a warning system with four alert levels; Level I is the lowest and 

Level IV is the highest. 

 
Staff of BNBP districts/municipalities in West Java participating in 
a simulation exercise in Bogor (21-23 Feb 2012) 
Photo: BNPB 
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For further information, please contact:  
Ignacio Leon-Garcia, Head of Office, leoni@un.org, Tel. (+62) 21 3141308 ext. 215 
Denis Okello, Reporting & Public Information Officer, okellod@un.org, Tel. (+62) 811 9105847 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

The HRF approved and 

disbursed $140,000 to 

two projects responding 

to the cold lava floods 

hazard, bringing total 

HRF funding to 

$375,000 for four 

projects 

The humanitarian community in Indonesia, under the leadership of the Government, 
participated in the introductory workshop for the Multi-Cluster Initial Rapid Assessment 
(MIRA) approach in February.  Over 50 representatives of Government, UN and NGO 
agencies participated. The workshop identified several opportunities for Indonesia:  

 Strengthening capacity to use secondary information (pre- and post- disaster) during 
an initial rapid assessment;  

 Supporting BNPB in designing a streamlined, community-level assessment package; 

 Enhancing the capacity to interpret sectoral and inter-sectoral data to determine 
priority needs; and  

 Reviewing guidelines for a multi-sectoral initial rapid assessment approach 
appropriate to Indonesia. 

 
The MIRA is a global initiative to improve rapid assessments in the immediate aftermath 
of emergencies. It constitutes a key part of the global Inter-Agency Standing Committee’s 
Transformative Agenda to improve humanitarian response. 

Funding 
Humanitarian Response Fund disburses $140,954 to two new projects 

The Humanitarian Response Fund (HRF) approved two new projects in February. The 
first, an early warning project in Yogyakarta, targets 290,000 people living on the banks of 
the Code River and at risk of cold lava floods. The second project seeks to restore the 
livelihoods of 309 households in Central Java severely affected by cold lava floods. Direct 
project costs (80 per cent) have already been disbursed to both projects, totalling 
$140,954. Altogether, the HRF is currently supporting four projects with funding from the 
Government of Sweden. The four projects have a combined budget of $375,199, leaving 
the HRF with $933,131 in unallocated funds. 

Current HRF projects 

NGO Focus Beneficiaries Province 

Majulah Indonesia Tanah Airku  Early Warning 290,761 Yogyakarta 

Inprosula Early Recovery 2,052 Central Java 

IDEA NFI 7,035 Yogyakarta 

YAKKUM Emergency Unit NFI 612 Central Java 

Source: OCHA 

IMDFF-DR launches two joint programmes 

The Indonesia Multi-Donor Fund Facility for Disaster Recovery (IMDFF-DR) targets the 
recovery needs of communities affected by two natural disaster events that occurred in 
October 2010: the Mt. Merapi eruption and a tsunami in Mentawai. The Government of 
New Zealand has given $3.3 million as the Fund’s first contribution. In February, the UN, 
in partnership with the Government of Indonesia, launched two joint disaster recovery 
programmes focusing on livelihoods recovery: one in Yogyakarta and Central Java and 
implemented by FAO, IOM and UNDP, and the other in Mentawai, implemented by FAO, 
ILO and UNDP. The programmes are also aimed at building community and local 
government capacity for disaster risk reduction. Funds totalling $2 million were disbursed 
in mid-February and the process for programme implementation has begun. 

 

http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/


1- 5 Feb 6 - 12 Feb 13 - 19 Feb 20 - 29 Feb

Mt. Lokon in North Sulawesi erupted, hurling 
ash up to 2,000 meters into the sky. Alert level
maintained at III. 
a landslide occurred in Walang Sari Village in 
West Java, causing one fatality and one injury. 
Flooding in West Java and Banten province
caused more than 100 houses a�ected and 
around 200 people temporarily displaced 

around 200 houses a�ected in Periuk sub-district 
of Tangerang City (Banten) when Kali Cirarap 
and Kali Sabi rivers burst their banks.
75 houses were inundated and an estimated 200
people displaced following several hours of rain 
across three villages in Mataram City.

Continuous rains caused landslides in 4 sub-districts in West Java, 
resulting in 2 fatalities and damage to 8 houses.
Flood inundated around 100 houses and 288 hectares of paddy rice �elds in 
East Java.
Whirlwinds in Sidrap District hit Wette Village and caused 4 fatalities, severely 
damaging 59 houses and temporarily displacing 215 people

resulting in the destruction of a 70-meter long water embankment.

Indonesia Humanitarian Snapshot (February 2012)

Eighteen earthquakes measuring 5.0 or above on Richter scale (RS) occured across the country during February with 3 volcanoes at alert level III and 
22 volcanoes at alert level II

Indonesia

This snapshot is prepared based on information 
provided by UN agencies, INGOs, ASEAN, the 
Meteorology, Climatology and Geophysics Agency 

BMKG), the National Disaster Management Agency 
(Badan Nasional Penanggulangan Bencana  BNPB), 
the Ministry of Health (MoH), and media reports.

UN Office for the Coordina on of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) Indonesia
Menara Thamrin 10th Fl., Jl. M.H. Thamrin No.3, Jakarta 10250 
Tel. 62 21 314 1308, Fax. 62 21 319 00 003

Whirlwind (16)

Flood (19)

Landslide (12)

5 casualties
558 displaced
545
288 ha 

5 casualties
135 displaced
1427

6 casualties
777 displaced
116

increased volcanic activity on Mt. Semeru 
(East Java). Alert level raised from II to III. 


