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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Record 2014 wheat production forecast 

 Aggregate 2013 cereal output estimated at a near-record 
level  

 Cereal exports decreased in 2013/14 marketing year 
(April/March) 

 Rice and wheat prices generally stable but at high levels 

 Food security concerns remain for the vulnerable groups of 
population due to high prices 

The 2014 wheat production forecast at a record 
level 
Harvesting of the 2014 mostly irrigated Rabi (winter) wheat crop 
began in early March and is expected to continue until late May. 
FAO’s latest forecast puts the 2014 wheat crop at a record level of 
96 million tonnes, up 3 percent from last year’s bumper output. The 
increase is mainly attributed to a 2 percent expansion in plantings 
and anticipated near-record yields reflecting generally good rainfall 
during the growing season, as well as adequate supplies of 
irrigation water, fertilizers and other inputs. 
 
Planting of the 2014/15 main Kharif season crops, including rice 
and maize, will start in late May. According to the Meteorological 
Department of India, the rainfall from early March to mid-April over 
the main cereal producing areas has been above average, 
facilitating land preparation. Assuming a good monsoon season 
and continued Government support to the rice sector, FAO 
tentatively forecasts the 2014 aggregate rice production at 
160.5 million tonnes, up 1 percent from the 2013 record output. By 
contrast, early indications point to a decrease in 2014 maize 
production to 22.3 million tonnes, as yields are projected to return 
to average, after record levels in 2013. 

Near-record 2013 aggregate cereal harvest 
estimated 
Latest official forecasts for the 2013/14 secondary Rabi rice crop, 
currently being harvested, is set at 21.3 million tonnes, some 
10 percent above last year’s below-average crop of the same 
season. In addition to the 2013 main Kharif rice crop, harvested by 
January 2014, the 2013 aggregate rice production is put at a record 
level of 159.3 million tonnes, marginally above the bumper 2012 
outcome. The 2013 maize output is officially estimated at a record 
level of 23.3 million tonnes. The estimated bumper aggregate 
cereal production in 2013 mainly reflects good monsoon rains and 
adequate supplies of subsidized agricultural inputs, including 
seeds, fertilizers and fuel. 

Total cereal exports decreased in 2013/14 
marketing year (April/March) but still the second 
highest on record 

Reflecting the bumper harvest in 2013 and large carryover stocks, 
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total cereal exports for the 2013/14 marketing year (April/March) 
are estimated at about 19 million tonnes, some 14 percent below 
the all-time highs of the previous year but still the second highest 
on record. The exports of wheat are estimated at near-record levels 
of 6 million tonnes, while those of maize are estimated to have 
returned to an average level of 3.4 million tonnes. 
 
In 2014 India is expected to remain the world’s major rice exporter, 
with shipments of 9.8 million tonnes. 

Rice and wheat prices generally stable but at 
high levels 
The retail rice prices remained generally stable in most markets of 
the country in recent months, despite the pressure on the market of 
the ongoing 2013/14 secondary season harvest and adequate 
supplies from the 2013 main season crop and state reserves. Rice 
prices continued to be supported by sustained export demand, 
particularly from Western and Eastern Africa and by the ongoing 
Government’s procurement programme for the 2013/14 marketing 
season which started on 1 October 2013. Similarly, wheat prices 
remained generally unchanged despite the estimated record output 
of the 2014 main Rabi wheat crop and ample public stocks. Prices 
were underpinned by a 4 percent increase in the Minimum Support 
Prices (MSP) for wheat during the 2014/15 marketing year and 
strong export demand. Overall, cereal prices in March were 
significantly higher than those a year earlier. 
 
According to the Central Statistics Office the year-on-year inflation 
was recorded at 8.3 percent in March 2014. 

Food security concerns remain for the 
vulnerable groups of population due to high 
prices 

The overall food security in India is considered to be satisfactory 
given the recent good cereal harvest, high level of food stocks and 
the provision of highly subsidized rice and wheat through 
distribution programmes, especially for the below-poverty line 
families under the National Food Security Act. Under the “Food 
Security Bill” approved on 12 September 2013, about 75 percent of 
the rural and 50 percent of the urban population are entitled to 
receive subsidized food grains, including rice at INR 3 per kg, 
wheat at INR 2 per kg and coarse grains at INR 1 per kg. However, 
the relatively high prices of primary commodities are affecting the 
food security of the population with low incomes constraining their 
access to food. 
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