
 

Islamic Relief East Africa Drought Update 8 August 2011: Kenya 
 
Current humanitarian situationII.ation Overview 
Emergency conditions in all sectors will likely continue to prevail through October 
when the next short rains are expected. Currently up to 3.5 million people are in 
need of food aid due to deteriorating drought conditions. The areas most severely 
impacted by drought include the Northern and Eastern pastoral districts of Wajir, 
Marsabit, Isiolo, Northern Garissa, and Mandera where an approximately 665,000 
persons are in need of emergency lifesaving assistance; malnutrition levels far 
exceed emergency WHO thresholds. Insecurity in pastoral areas is likely to 

intensify and remains a concern in both the conflict‐prone areas of the northwest 

(Turkana) as well as in new areas where livestock have concentrated. Meanwhile, 
drought across the Horn of Africa has had similar consequences, with 11.5 million 
people in need of humanitarian assistance. It is projected that the refugee influx to 
Dadaab camps could continue at 1,200 refugees per day for the next six months if 
conditions do not improve.  
 
Islamic Relief’s actions in Kenya related to the current drought 
Water and Sanitation:  

 Advertisement for Water Trucks (Water Bozers) has been done including 
mapping of villages with greatest water stress in readiness for water 
trucking, targeting 30,000 households 

  Hygiene and sanitation promotion is ongoing targeting 45,000 households 
in Mandera and Wajir Districts.  

 Rehabilitation of 20 strategic water points in ongoing, 12 are completed, 
benefiting 25,000 persons and 180,000 livestock.  

 
Health and Nutrition:  

 The  Supplementary Feeding Programme (SFP) is ongoing in both Mandera 
and Wajir districts. This  is targeting 12,099 moderately malnourished 
children < 5 and 2,269 pregnant and lactating women. 

 The on-going Out-patient Therapeutic programme (OTP) is targeting to 
reach 2803 severely malnourished children in both districts. 

 Both OTP & SFP programmes have been registering an increasing number 
of new admissions in the last 3 months. This is attributed to undocumented 
refugees crossing from Ethiopia and Somalia into our operation area 

 IRK is supporting SFP/OTP activities at both the health facility and outreach 
levels using an integrated approach that incorporates immunization, 
micronutrient supplementation, de-worming and treatment of common 
ailments. 

 Blanket supplementary feeding programme (BSFP) targeting 90,000 
children bellow the age of 5, has started and will last for the next 5 months.  

 
Food Security and Livelihoods 

 Destocking, cash grants and emergency seeds packs are ongoing 



 

 Emergency Food packs distribution has been completed in Wajir while 
Ramadan food pack targeting 2,400 households (14,400 individuals) is 
ongoing and will be completed in the next three days 

 Distribution of Food packs in Mandera is completed except for 1 sites 
(Damasa), awaiting for improvement of security status, to be done in the 
following days. 

 
Dadaab area Refugee intervention:  
Initial rapid needs assessment was conducted by IR-Kenya team in Liboi (and 
recommendations pointed towards targeting the Refugees at the entry/screening 
point in Liboi) 
 
Besides the drought related intervention, IR is also continuing its earlier and 
ongoing work 
Water and Sanitation:  

 Rehabilitation of strategic water points (Mandera; Burabor, Fare, Shirshir, 
Fino, Sarohindi, Libehia, Girisa, Olla and Aresa West. Wajir; Hadado and 
Arbajan); the rehabilitation works benefiting 25,000 persons and 180,000 
livestock.  

 Hygiene and sanitation promotion; this is ongoing targeting 45,000 
households in Mandera and Wajir Districts.  

 
Health and Nutrition:  

 Supplementary feeding programme (SFP) targeting moderately 
malnourished children <5 years, pregnant and lactating mothers 
(approximately 15,000 moderately malnourished children <5 years, 6,000 
moderately malnourished pregnant and lactating mothers have been 
reached by the programme in Mandera and Wajir Districts) 

 Outpatient Feeding Programme targeting severely malnourished children 
<5years, pregnant and lactating mothers (approximately 3,500 severely 
malnourished children <5 years, 1,200 severely malnourished pregnant and 
lactating mothers have been reached by the programme in Mandera and 
Wajir Districts)  

 Vitamin .A.Supplementation, deworming and vaccinations targeting children 
<5years 

 
Food Security and Livelihoods: 

 Emergency Food packs to last up to a months for a family of six targeting 
1,460 households in Mandera and Wajir Districts 

 
In order to continue the urgent and longer term work, Islamic Relief continues to 
need more funds. We are initially requiring at 5 million USD, but aiming for at least 
20 million considering the urgent and longer-term needs. 
 
Note for editor:  
Islamic Relief (IR) has been working with orphans in Kenya since 1993. In 2006 IR 
registered a field office in the country and carried out an emergency response to 
the food crisis in Mandera district. Development projects in Mandera now include 
water and sanitation, livelihoods and nutrition. 
 
For more information, contact Rianne ten Veen, rianne.tenveen@irworldwide.org  


