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1.5 million refugees in Turkey supported by EU's biggest ever humanitarian
programme
Brussels, 7 January 2019
The Emergency Social Safety Net, the largest ever EU humanitarian programme, has now
assisted 1.5 million of the most vulnerable refugees in Turkey.
The EU funded programme, launched in September 2016, is the largest single humanitarian project in
the history of the European Union.
Christos Stylianides, Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management, visiting Turkey on
the occasion said: "1.5 million refugees in Turkey are now able to meet their basic needs and live in
dignity. The European Union, in cooperation with Turkey, is bringing a real change in the lives of the
most vulnerable refugees. I am very proud of what we have achieved together. Jointly with Turkey we
will continue this support, focusing on making our assistance sustainable."
EU humanitarian assistance in Turkey continues to deliver tangible results for the most vulnerable
refugees in Turkey. The Emergency Social Safety Net provides monthly cash transfers via a debit card
to help refugees buy what they need the most, such as food, medicines, or paying the rent. Another
flagship programme, the Conditional Cash Transfer for Education, has surpassed its initial goals and
now supports the families of more than 410,000 children who attend school regularly.
The EU programmes will continue in 2019, with a focus on further supporting the most vulnerable and
ensuring a sustainable transition from humanitarian aid to a long-term response. The EU humanitarian
funding foreseen for 2019 is €640 million, out of which €80 million will be dedicated to support
education in emergencies. This funding is part of the second tranche of €3 billion of the Facility for
Refugees in Turkey for both humanitarian and non-humanitarian assistance.
Background
The EU Facility for Refugees in Turkey was set up in 2015 in response to the European Council's call for
significant additional funding to support refugees in Turkey. The EU Facility has a total budget of €6
billion for humanitarian and non-humanitarian projects, of which €3 billion for 2016-2017 and €3 billion
for 2018-2019.
The Emergency Social Safety Net programme is implemented by the World Food Programme and the
Turkish Red Crescent in close collaboration with the Turkish authorities. With financing from the EU of
almost €1 billion to date, the refugees receive around €20 per person per month, plus quarterly topups to meet their basic needs.
Another flagship initiative, the Conditional Cash Transfer for Education (CCTE) project, helps refugee
children register for and attend school. The programme builds on the Emergency Social Safety Net. It
provides cash assistance to vulnerable refugee families with children who attend school regularly.
In addition to humanitarian assistance, the EU Facility for Refugees in Turkey focuses on education,
migration management, health, municipal infrastructure, and socio-economic support.
For more information
Factsheet: Humanitarian aid to Turkey
Factsheet: The EU Facility for Refugees in Turkey
IP/19/1
Press contacts:
Carlos MARTIN RUIZ DE GORDEJUELA (+32 2 296 53 22)
Daniel PUGLISI (+32 2 296 91 40)
General public inquiries: Europe Direct by phone 00 800 67 89 10 11 or by email

