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IOM scaled up its emergency drought 
response since January 2017

IOM SOMALIA
HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE

UPDATE #2

in Gedo, Mudug, Bakool, Bay, Galgaduud, Togdheer, 
Banaadir and Middle Juba and Lower Juba 
through vouchers and water trucking, water source 
operation, maintenance and chlorination

317,100
people

ACCESS TO CLEAN WATER

34,298,045
ltr provided to: 

HIGHLIGHTS

IOM SOMALIA DROUGHT APPEAL
(January - June 2017)

47%
funded as 
of 01/05/17

$ 24M

KEY INTERVENTIONS PER DISTRICT
IPC phases Sectors of intervention

Displacement Tracking MatrixStressed

Food Security / LivelihoodsCrisis

HealthEmergency

Shelter / NFI

Water / Sanitation / Hygiene

Protection
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1,050,700
PEOPLE TARGETED

PRIMARY HEALTH CARE

143,157
health 
consultations

16,195
children under 5 
vaccinated since Jan.

EMERGENCY SHELTER KITS

900
IDP and returnee households reached 
in Daynille district, Banaadir

1,500
farming households provided 
with agricultural inputs in Baidoa

FOOD SECURITY

JANUARY TO APRIL
2017

APRIL 2017



The month of April saw slow start to the rains in parts of the 
country. Flash floods were reported in Bari, Nugaal, Mudug and Bay 
regions by the end of April according to Somalia Water and Land 
Information Management (SWALIM).  Overall, nearly 36,066 cases 
of acute watery diarrhea (AWD)/Cholera and 697 related deaths 
have been recorded since the start of 20171. AWD/Cholera case 
fatality rates are higher in areas that are not accessible compared to 
accessible areas. Most of the inaccessible areas are in South West 
State, as well as Middle Juba and Gedo regions of Jubaland. UNICEF 
estimates that 1.4 million children in Somalia are or will be acutely 
malnourished, and over 275,000 have or will suffer life-threatening 
severe acute malnutrition in 20172.
Massive drought-related displacement continues across Somalia. 
Between November 2016 and April 2017, nearly 746,996 drought-
related displacements were recorded according to data consolidated 
by IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM)3.  Approximately 
75,366 individuals were displaced during the month of April alone. 
Food, water, and shelter are the priority concerns. In addition, 
the DTM Population Movement Tracking Assessments found a 
significant (138%) increase in the number of persons entering 
Somalia from the Ceel Waaq, Doolow and Belet Xaawo border 
points between March and April, and a 33% decrease in exits.  
Humanitarian partners are scaling up assistance to mitigate the 
impact of the drought and avert a possible famine, but further scale-
up is urgently required across all clusters and additional resources 
are needed to enable these interventions.
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SITUATION OVERVIEW

IOM RESPONSE

SEVERE DROUGHT CONDITIONS ARE 
WIDESPREAD ACROSS SOMALIA, WITH 
A STRONG POSSIBILITY OF FAMINE

CASES OF ACUTE WATERY DIARRHOEA 
(AWD) / CHOLERA ARE SPREADING 
ACROSS THE REGION AS LIVING 
CONDITIONS WORSEN

DROUGHT

AWD / CHOLERA

12.3M
total population

6.7M
people in need

746,996
displaced during the drought 
in the last 6 months

WASH
A priority intervention as part of the pre-famine response is the 
provision of safe water in the most affected areas. Since January 
2017, IOM scaled up its drought response reaching an estimated 
317,100 people with access to clean water through water 
vouchers, water source operation and maintenance and water 
source chlorination. Of them, 190,210 people were reached with 
the provision of 28,511,810 liters of water (20,549,000 liters in 

April) through water vouchers. Additionally, 126,890 people 
were reached through water source maintenance/operation 
and chlorination, and 5,786,235 liters of water were provided in 
April. IOM currently implements water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH) activities in 9 regions across Somalia, including Gedo, 
Mudug, Bakool, Bay, Galgaduud, Togdheer, Banaadir and Middle 
Juba and Lower Juba.

Beginning January 2017, IOM provided access to 
clean water to an estimated 317,100 people in Somalia

HEALTH
IOM has scaled up its interventions through a WASH and 
Health integrated response, having conducted 143,157 health 
consultations between Jan – Apr 2017 through 18 static health 
facilities and 9 mobile teams in Banaadir, Lower Shabelle, Bay, 
Lower Juba and Gedo regions, Somaliland and Puntland. A 
total number of 16,195 children under 5 have been vaccinated. 
In April, IOM conducted a total number of 41,117 medical 
consultations across Somalia. IOM also provided vaccinations to 

5,718 children under 5. In addition to providing medical services, 
23,980 people were reached by IOM with health promotion in 
the same month. IOM continues to support the placement of 
four highly experienced diaspora health professionals to carry 
out medical outreach for the drought-affected populations. The 
diaspora professionals work with 16 local medical professionals 
recruited by IOM.

IOM is supporting 9 mobile health teams 
and 18 static health facilities across Somalia

3 Sources include UNHCR-Protection and Return Monitoring Network (PRMN), Jubaland Refugee and IDPs Affairs (JRIA), Ministry of Interior, Puntland Ministry of 
Interior›s IDPs Affairs Department (IAD), and National Environment Research and Disaster-preparedness (NERAD)

2 OCHA Somalia: Drought response Situation Report No. 6 (as of 30 April 2017)
1 Health Cluster Somalia AWD/Cholera Outbreak  Map, Week 17, 30 April 2017
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S-NFI
Since the beginning of the year, IOM has expanded its emergency 
shelter and NFI programme, reaching 900 IDP households (an 
estimated 5,400 beneficiaries) with emergency shelter kits 
in Daynile district, Banaadir region, where increased influx of 
drought affected displaced persons has been noted by the IOM 

field team. In the month of April, IOM distributed emergency 
shelter kits to 250 households. Due to displacement and 
overwhelming needs in the Shelter sector, IOM is scaling up 
shelter interventions to include emergency shelter distributions 
and appropriate site planning.

IOM distributed emergency shelter kits to 250 drought 
affected households in Daynile district

PROTECTION
IOM held community health education and gender based violence 
(GBV) prevention social mobilization campaigns in Dhobley, 
Lower Juba region at the end of March. The outreach events 
reached 686 community members. In April, IOM distributed 680 
solar lanterns to the drought affected communities in all zones 
of Gabiley district in Somaliland, prioritizing female-headed 

households. In each zone, IOM coordinated with community 
representatives and local authorities so as to reach to the most 
vulnerable people displaced by the drought. Approximately 90% 
of the recipients were female. The provision of solar lanterns 
aims to prevent gender based violence (GBV) incidents as 
lighting contributes to deterring perpetrators after sun down.

IOM distributed 680 solar lanterns to the drought 
affected communities in Gabiley district

FSL
To address food insecurity and malnutrition, IOM continues 
to provide unconditional cash-based transfers in areas 
where markets are operating, reaching 490 drought-affected 
households in Kahda district. In April, IOM provided capacity 
building training to farmers in Baidoa district, Bay region, on 
Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) and on the cultivation of 
orange fleshed sweet potatoes (OFSP)—96 people (41 females, 
55 males) directly benefited from these activities. In April, IOM 

also distributed a package consisting of agricultural tools and 
seeds (hoes, harvesting knives, axes, 25kg of sorghum and 15kg 
of beans) to 650 farming households to enhance cultivation. 
In total, IOM provided agricultural inputs to 1,300 farming 
households in Baidoa district starting January 2017. Additionally, 
200 farmers received OFSP vines for 1 hector. The beneficiaries 
were identified based on a vulnerability criteria in cooperation 
with local authorities. 

IOM provided sweet potato vines to 200 farmers in Baidoa

DTM
The IOM DTM in Somalia provides assessments and profiles of 
areas impacted by displacement and cross-border mobility. In 
response to information needs on the growing drought-related 
displacement, DTM is deploying an additional 120 enumerators 
to 30 districts with the aim of having presence in all districts by the 
end of May. Training of 102 enumerators in Mogadishu, Doolow, 
Hargeysa, Balcad, and Jowhar has been completed. Enumerators 

have since returned to the districts they are covering. 
The DTM found that in April, there has been a decrease in the 
number of households displaced as a result of drought from 
the previous month—findings reveal that close to 369,661 
people were displaced in March and 75,366 in April. The DTM 
team continues to work with the IOM Immigration and Border 
Management (IBM) unit to track cross-border movement data.

102 enumerators in Mogadishu, Doolow, Hargeysa, Balcad and Jowhar are trained 
and deployed to enhance tracking of newly displaced populations and sites

CCCM
The Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) Cluster 
was officially activated in Somalia on 9 March. IOM will be taking 
a leading role in the Cluster coordination, alongside the Office of 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 
The cluster strategy is now being developed in consultation with 
stakeholders and CCCM Cluster partners are being identified. 
Severe drought conditions contributed to forcing more than half 
a million people to leave their homes in order to seek lifesaving 
services. It is foreseen that displacement numbers will continue 

to climb. CCCM Cluster partners will support the government 
and humanitarian partners to deliver lifesaving services in 
displacement sites and strive to improve the living conditions 
of IDPs in sites and settlements and ensure equal access to 
services. Key CCCM activities will include: coordination of 
service provision at site and inter site level; communication with 
communities; site improvement; site safety; capacity building; 
community participation; information management; monitoring 
of gaps in services; site profiling.

IOM is taking a leading role in the CCCM Cluster strategy development
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AHMED

Ahmed is a Somali diaspora medical nurse from Finland, currently working in Somaliland. For 
him, his hometown is just as much in Finland as it is in Somalia, as he grew up and did his 
studies in Helsinki. Originally planning to be a civil engineer, his career path took a different 
turn when he decided that he wanted to be able to directly help people. 
“In a way, it felt like I had a calling to be a nurse. I really couldn’t describe it any other 
way,” he explains. The transition was not easy but he was more than glad once he started 
working as a nurse.
“An interesting thing to adapt to was overcoming the notions that some may hold 
regarding male nurses working in a female dominated industry. Luckily, my family has 
always been supportive and in the eyes of the people in need here, I am just as good as 
any doctor to them.” 
Through a special project support by IOM, Ahmed has been able to work in remote villages 
providing medical help to those affected by the drought. In the case of Bali Hiile where he is 
visiting, the nearest doctor is over 50km away. As the days go on with no substantial rainfall, 
Ahmed has a very different worry in mind.
“You want to know what the worst thing is? It is not just the fact that it is not raining, but 
the fact that when it does eventually rain, all of that rainwater is just going to run across 
the land picking up diseases from all of the dead animals and then feed into their water 
supplies. That is when more diseases will come.”

© IOM 2017 (Photo by: Muse Mohammed)

TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION TO THE ONGOING DROUGHT RESPONSE 
EFFORTS, PLEASE VISIT THE FOLLOWING IOM FUNDRAISING PORTALS:

KINTERAUSAIM

DONATE

OUR DONORS

CONTACTS
DROUGHT RESPONSE COORDINATOR

Jennifer Pro / jpro@iom.int

PROGRAM SUPPORT UNIT

+254 20 2926000

iomsomaliapsu@iom.int

 http://www.iom.int/countries/Somalia
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United Nations
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European Union

Humanitarian Aid

http://www.kintera.org/site/lookup.asp?c=hwKZLdO1LuKeF
https://usaim.networkforgood.com/projects/26024-somalia-drought-and-food-crisis
https://usaim.networkforgood.com/projects/26024-somalia-drought-and-food-crisis
https://usaim.networkforgood.com/projects/26024-somalia-drought-and-food-crisis

