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Libya Remains Top Priority: Director 

General Swing in Tripoli 

IOM’s Director General William Lacy Swing returned to Tripoli 1-3 
August, where he reiterated that Libya remains IOM’s top priority. In 
what was his second visit to Libya this year, Director General Swing along 
with Vincent Houver, IOM Deputy Director of the Department of 
Operations and Emergencies, Othman Belbeisi, IOM Chief of Mission in 
Libya and other IOM Libya staff met with the Prime Minister Fayez al 
Serraj.  

 

MARITIME UPDATE     
 

 

 On 30 July, 48 migrants were rescued 
off Azzawya and on 4 August, 120 
migrants were rescued off Zuwara and 
462 migrants were rescued off Azzawya. 
The following day, on 5 August, 128 
migrants (including 25 women) were 
rescued off Azzawya and 125 migrants 
(including 2 women) were rescued off 
Tripoli. On 6 August, 148 migrants 
(including five women and 12 minors) 
were saved off Tripoli and 106 migrants 
(including 20 women and 1 minor) were 
rescued off Azzawya. On 7 August, 155 
migrants were rescued off Tripoli and on 
9 August, 143 (123 men, 18 women and 
2 children) were rescued off Azzawya.  
 

 On 6 August, the remains of 8 men and 
women were discovered in a boat in 
Milita, close to Subratah. On 7 August, 
the remains of two men were found in 
Azzawya.  

 

 So far in 2017, 12,838 migrants have 
been rescued in Libyan waters.  

 

 

 

http://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/mission_newsletter/file/IOM_Libya_bi-weekly_Newsletter_15_July_28_July.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/IOMLibya/
https://twitter.com/IOM_Libya
http://www.youtube.com/iommigration
http://www.flickr.com/photos/iom-migration/
https://vine.co/u/1260720702941184000
https://www.pinterest.com/iomdrd/international-organization-for-migration-iom/


The IOM delegation also met with several Government ministers, as well 
as representatives of the Libyan Coast Guard and the Directorate for 
Combatting Illegal Migration (DCIM). 

“Libya remains IOM’s top priority and it is therefore important for me to 
be back in Tripoli so soon after my last visit at the end of March,” said 
Director General Swing in Tripoli. “The response from the Libyan 
authorities has been more than positive and IOM is fully committed to 
further support and collaborate closely with our Libyan counterparts.” 

“This visit contributed to strengthening the way IOM plans and works 
together with governmental counterparts to ensure the delivery of 
tangible results in support of the Government’s strategic priorities,” 
Belbeisi said following the visit. 

Whilst IOM’s delocalized structure is built on a strong field presence with 
IOM staff all across east, south and west of Libya, an increasing number 
of international staff is anticipated to be back in Libya as soon as 
possible. 

Throughout the Tripoli mission, IOM advocated for the improvement of 
living conditions in the detention centres and alternatives to detention 
including open centres and safe spaces for women, children and other 
vulnerable migrants, registration of migrants following rescue-at-sea 
operations and the continuous technical cooperation to support local 
partners and Libyan officials. 

During the visit, Director General Swing also met with, and wished 132 
stranded migrants a safe flight home to Guinea Conakry. “I appreciate 
the help provided by IOM and I am so happy to go home, back to my 
family,” one of the children who received IOM’s family tracing assistance 
told Director General Swing. 

For more information 

 
Young Libyan Media Professionals 

Trained by UN Migration Agency to 

Encourage Informed Reporting 

 
 

IOM Spokesperson Joel Millman opens the media training  

 
IOM has held a three-day (7–9 August) media training for 19 young 

MIGRATION NEWS 
 

Migrant rescue NGO says boat drifting after Italy 
and Malta refuse access (Reuters) 

  
Guinea’s latest group of migrants home from Libya 
(Africa Times)  
 
Italy Has a Controversial New Plan to Stop Migrants 
Crossing the Mediterranean Sea (Time) 

 
Italy: Navy Support for Libya May Endanger 
Migrants (Human Rights Watch)  
 

New UN envoy to Libya arrives in Tripoli (Libya 

Observer) 

 
 

  
 

 
For the latest Mediterranean Update data on 
arrivals and fatalities please visit: 
http://migration.iom.int/europe  
#MigrationEurope 

 

 
 

 
 

A global database tracking data on deceased 
and missing migrants along migratory routes. 
Visit MissingMigrants.iom.int  
#MissingMigrants 

 

 
 

STORIES OF MIGRANTS            

 
 

Growing up in a poor family thirteen-year-old 
Jonathan* started to fantasize about bringing his 
family to Italy, he dreamt of becoming a 

https://www.iom.int/news/libya-remains-top-priority-un-migration-agency-dg-swing-tripoli
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-italy-libya-idUSKBN1AO1KE
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-italy-libya-idUSKBN1AO1KE
https://africatimes.com/2017/08/09/guineas-latest-group-of-migrants-return-from-libya/
http://time.com/4885415/italy-naval-mission-migrant-smuggling/
http://time.com/4885415/italy-naval-mission-migrant-smuggling/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/08/02/italy-navy-support-libya-may-endanger-migrants
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/08/02/italy-navy-support-libya-may-endanger-migrants
http://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/new-un-envoy-libya-arrives-tripoli
http://migration.iom.int/europe/
http://missingmigrants.iom.int/


Libyan media 
professionals. The 
training, held in 
Tunis, funded by 
the European 
Union, covered 
sessions on Media 
and Migration 
Public Opinion, 
the Power of an 
Image, 
Recommendations and Good Practices, as well as Migration Terminology 
and the Global and Local Context of Migration. Facilitators included 
Christos Christodoulides, Project Manager, IOM Nouakchott, and Paola 
Pace, RDPP Senior Project Manager, IOM Tunisia. 
 
Joel Millman, IOM Spokesperson and Senior Press Officer, welcomed the 
participants and congratulated them for having been successfully 
selected amongst over 150 young media professionals who had applied. 
"We know why we are attracted to migration coverage," Millman 
explained. "It's exciting and it's dramatic. It's about stories of some of the 
world's most interesting people: pioneers striving to change their lives 
to make a better future for their families." 
 
Media reporting of migration is often complicated by stereotypes and 
misinformation, which fosters prejudices and misconceptions of 
migrants. The aim of the training was to contribute to a more informed 
migration discourse in Libya. The agenda also included sessions on 
Libyan media coverage of migration, as well as human smuggling by 
Zakariya El Zaidy, migration expert on Libya, and investigative journalist 
and researcher Mark Micallef. 
 
“I am already in the human rights field but would like to receive more 
information on how to cover migration from a humanitarian 
perspective,” explained 26-year-old Fatma Al Omrani, one of the 
participants from the Libyan coastal city of Zuwara. “I would also like to 
receive more information on international terminology of migration and 
statistics in order to be able to better analyse migration trends in Libya.”   
 
For more information  
 

 

More than 1,000 rescued migrants in 

Libyan waters in four days  

 
 

One of the rescue ships with migrants saved at sea 

 

professional football player, earn a lot of money 
and bring his family to Europe. “I would like to play 
for Juventus,” he told IOM.  
 
When an opportunity to leave for Europe 
appeared, Jonathan took it, and began his around 
7,000 kilometer journey, from Senegal, through 
Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger and lastly, from 
southern to northern Libya.  
 
Jonathan payed around 900 US dollar and was 
captured three times along the migratory route.  
 
In the detention centre, Jonathan tells IOM how he 
endured torture and ill treatment along the 
perilous road through the African continent. In 
southern Libya, Jonathan was kidnapped by 
smugglers and was only released after his relative 
and friend managed to pay the criminal group 550 
US dollar.   
 
The thirteen-year-old then travelled to Tripoli, 
where he started to work as a cleaner in order to 
raise the 500 LYD that was required to receive a 
seat in one of the inflatable rubber dinghies that 
these days depart on a regular basis from the 
Libyan coast packed with migrants wishing to 
reach Europe for a better life. But once again 
Jonathan was captured. 
 
“My relatives had to send 300 USD and they 
released me,” he explained to IOM.   
 
After two failed attempts on one of the world’s 
most dangerous routes across the Mediterranean 
Sea, Jonathan’s journey ended, like for so many 
others, in one of the Libyan capital’s detention 
centres.  
 
In thirteen of the current 29 government-led 
detention centres there are around 140 
unaccompanied minors, according to IOM Libya’s 
Displacement Tracking Matrix’s detention centre 
mapping tool. 
  
“Detention centre is not a place for children,” 
emphasized IOM Libya’s Protection Officer. “We 
work closely with the Libyan authorities in trying 
to find alternative solutions to detention and 
efficiently assist those wishing to return home.” 
Whilst trying to minimize the time spent in 
detention, IOM also supports the children with 
recreational activities and psychosocial first aid.  
 
Jonathan is one of the around 120 minors that 
IOM Libya has assisted to return home. Today he 
is reunited with his relatives at home, where he 
continues to dream about becoming a 
professional football player.  
 
*Jonathan is not the migrant’s real name  

 
SECOND CHANCES: “IT WILL TAKE 

TWO HOURS.” 
 
 

https://www.iom.int/news/young-libyan-media-professionals-trained-un-migration-agency-encourage-informed-reporting


During a four day period, 1,124 migrants were rescued in Libyan waters, 

in the past two weeks 2,029 migrants have been saved by the Libyan 

Coast Guard.  

IOM is currently working closely with 

the Libyan Coast Guard and the Coast 

Security to make sure that rescued 

migrants are being registered. In 

addition, IOM has distributed 350 

saving lives kits to three 

disembarkation points, including life 

jackets, torches, life buoys etc.  

Of the rescued migrants 877 were saved off Azzawyah, where IOM has 

started the rehabilitation work of the disembarkation point Marsa Deela 

with the aim to improve the infrastructure for the rescued migrants. 111 

migrants rescued at sea and now in Trig al Seka detention centre have 

received non-food aid including mattresses, pillows, summer blankets 

and hygiene kits 

 
 

Migrants rescued off Tripoli  

 
Following one of the rescue operations of 120 migrants, 19 were in need 
of medical assistance, including four urgent cases: two diabetic cases 
from Tunisia, one migrant complaining of abdominal pain who was 
transferred to a medical clinic and one delivery case, also transferred to 
a medical clinic. 
 
In addition, 47 migrants at Shahhat, Azzawya Shuhda Alnassr, and 
Surman detention centres received medical assistance. The majority of 
the migrants came from Nigeria, Chad and Egypt. IOM’s long-term health 
approach also includes a hygiene promotion awareness campaign that is 
currently targeting four detention centres (Trig Al Sekka, Trig Al Shook, 
Tajoura and Janzour), where hygiene services and WASH facilities were 
assessed during the first week of August. 

 

 
 

Women at Tajoura detention centre receive non-food aid  

 
 

Before leaving Libyan soil on a flimsy rubber 
dinghy, Moses was informed that in two hours 
they would be rescued and taken to Europe.  
“But it didn’t,” he added.  
 
Moses, a father of seven, from an African country, 
stands in the courtyard of a detention centre in 
Tripoli, where he has ended up after more than a 
year in Libya. He left his wife with their four other 
children to earn money for the family and worked 
in southern Libya.  
 
But staying with the three boys was no longer an 
option, so when his employer asked if he had some 
money and wanted to go to Subratah and Europe, 
Moses saw no other option but to go ahead “It was 
never my intention to go to Europe, not when I 
arrived to Libya,” he explains, but as his journey 
became more and more dangerous, Italy seemed 
to move closer and closer. 
Two hours away close.  
 
In the western coastal city of Subratah, Moses 
paid and ended up on a rubber boat with about 
150 other passengers from different African 
countries. Moses demonstrates how he sat with 
his children around him, his arms around their 
shoulders. “Packed like sardines,” he says.  
 
But two hours turned into three, turned into four 
and five and six hours. As the minutes ticked away 
the boat drifted, without a motor or a compass the 
passengers had little control over their fates. The 
“pusher men” take a speed boat or a scooter and 
leave the migrant boat at sea. Moses started to 
panic. He estimates that they stayed at sea for 
around six hours until they saw a boat with a 
Libyan flag. I ask Moses, were you disappointed it 
was the Libyans and not the Italians? No, he says, 
at that time he was just glad they were still alive.  
We work for a better future for our children, that 
is what it is all about, says Moses who has now 
chosen to return home through IOM’s return 
assistance programme.  As we wait for the buses 
to begin to transfer those migrants that have 
signed up for the assistance through Mitiga 
airport, Moses speaks of the boys. With a little 
glimmer of hope lightening in his eyes he tells me 
about the characters of his three sons. He puts his 
hand on the youngest head, this one is a clever 
one, he asks a lot of questions, Moses says with a 
smile, he will become a lawyer, he concludes. The 
other two would like to become a soldier and 
police, they are strong, Moses says and bursts out 
in laughter.  

At the airport the five-year-old, Moses’ youngest 
son stands by the window and watches the plane 
that is about to bring him back to his mother and 
siblings.  



  
On 30-31 July, 887 migrants at Shuhada Al Nasr detention centre in 
Azzawya received non-food assistance in the form of mattresses, pillows, 
blankets and hygiene kits. IOM has also started WASH rehabilitation in 
Shuhada Al Nasr and Karareem detention centre in Musrata. IOM is not 
expanding the already existing space of the detention centres but 
enhancing the living conditions for detained migrants. The aim is to 
vastly improve the often appalling living conditions of the around 5,000 
migrants currently in the 29 Directorate for Combatting Illegal Migration 
(DCIM)-managed centres.  
 
300 migrants in Tajoura detention centre received non-food items in 
the form of pillows, blankets, hygiene kits and mattresses.  

 

More than 6,000 stranded migrants 

returned home in 2017  

 

Pre-departure check-ups at Trig al Seka detention centre  

During the past two weeks, 351 migrants have been able to return home 
through two chartered and nine commercial flights, including six medical 
cases and five unaccompanied minors.  

The two chartered flights assisted 132 stranded migrants (all men) home 
to Guinea Conakry and 128 stranded migrants (including two women) 
home to Nigeria. In addition, 91 stranded migrants returned home 
through commercial flights to Guinea Bissau, Niger, Ghana, Gambia, 
Morocco, Senegal, Ethiopia and 34 migrants to Bangladesh. 

 

226,164 IDPs and 267,002 returnees 

identified in Libya 

 

DTM identified and located 226,164 IDP individuals (45,225 households) 
across 87 baladiyas in Libya in its 11th round of data collection, which 
took place between May and June 2017. This represents a decrease of 
6% from the number of IDPs identified in the previous round. 
 

But Moses leaves Libya with a bittersweet feeling, 
he is well aware that life back home will not be 
easy, they left for a reason and now they are in 
debt. But the most important is family, how you 
bring up your children will shape them, he says, 
shapes their future.  

*For safety reasons, Moses is not the migrant’s 
real name 

 
 

PUBLICATIONS & REPORTS 
 

 

Voluntary Humanitarian Return and 

Reintegration Support 
 

 

 
 

Libya IDP & Returnee Report  
 

 
 

 

Libya Migrant Report  
 

 
 

 

DTM Round 10 Key Findings 
 



The largest decreases in the number of IDPs took place in the baladiyas 
of Abusliem, Alkhums, Ejdabia, Bani Waleed and Ain Zara. These 
decreases were mainly the result of IDPs returning to their homes in Sirt 
during the data collection period. 
 
DTM identified and located 267,002 returnees in 33 baladiyas in Libya 
during the reporting period who had returned between the start of 2016 
and the time of data collection. 
 
The programme has published a full information package which includes a 
report, dataset and key findings summary, available on the DTM website. 
 
IOM also published its bi-weekly Displacement Event Tracker, which 
reported from Tarhuna and Benghazi:  
 

  

  
 

 
 

Maritime Update 
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 Libya Remains Top Priority for UN 
Migration Agency: DG Swing in Tripoli 

 Young Libyan Media Professionals 
Trained by UN Migration Agency to 
Encourage Informed Reporting 

 Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 
117,795 and 2,408 Deaths in 2017 

 

 

IOM LIBYA OPERATIONS ARE SUPPORTED BY 

              

 

CONTACTS  
For more information, please don’t hesitate to contact:  

IOM Libya Chief Of Mission Mr. Othman Belbeisi 
 Tel: +216 29 600 389, E-mail: obelbeisi@iom.int 

IOM Libya Public Information Officer Christine Petré 
 Tel: +216 25 779 636, E-mail: chpetre@iom.int 
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