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ZIMBABWE|PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE 
FLASH UPDATE | 24 JANUARY 2021 

• 3 people swept away by flooded rivers in Chipinge District 

• Urgent support needed  for 34 displaced families in Budiriro, 

Harare. 

• 44 households in Masvingo relocates as Tugwi Mukosi Dam is 

now at 99% full capacity.  

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

HIGHLIGHTS 

IOM, UN Migration Agency continues to provide support to Government of Zimbabwe as well as the individuals and communities affected by 

crisis, and to actively contribute to the efforts of the international community to identify ways to address future humanitarian challenges more 

effectively. IOM activities in Zimbabwe include disaster preparedness and response as well as strengthening core capacities for public health 

measures at points of entry (PoEs) and to provide critical services to mobile population.  

TROPICAL CYCLONE ELOISE SITUATION  
Tropical cyclone made landfall in Mozambique on the morning of 23 January 2021 and is making its way across central parts of the country 

now. The Meteorological Services Department (MSD) of Zimbabwe is monitoring the progress of the storm and has issued a Tropical storm 

alert in three provinces namely, Manicaland, Masvingo and Matabeleland South. 
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Manicaland 

In Chipinge, the District Civil Protection Committee (DCPC) has confirmed that at least three people have been swept away by flooded 

rivers. So far, the ward 14 has reported that 10 households have had their houses destroyed. Mt. Selinda High school has also had its infra-

structure affected.  There are houses reported to have collapsed in ward 13, 14 and 19 and the DCPC is still making some frantic efforts 

to assess the situation as most of the areas were not yet accessible due to the weather situation. DCPC planning to conduct detailed as-

sessments in affected areas tomorrow.   There were some mudslides between Chipinge and Tanganda with boulders blocking the road. 

Dams such as Watershed, Bangazzan and Mutakura were reported full with fears that if the rains persist they will spill and cause flooding in 

communities within the catchment area. 

In Buhera, two homesteads had their roofs blown off in ward 17 Chipiro village yesterday. As at 3pm yesterday (23 January 2021) there 

are reports of strong winds and light showers in the northern areas and significant rains in the southern parts of the district (Birchenough 

bridge area) since this morning.  In preparation for Tropical storm Eloise the district has activated schools as evacuation centres and there is 

an appeal for both food and non-food items.  

Flooded homestead in Chipinge District  

Harare 

The Department of Civil Protection has made an urgent support request to UN Humanitarian Country Team for 34 families who have 

been evacuated to two high schools in Budiriro in need of food, hygiene kits, blankets, and other non-food items. 
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Chimanimani was raining since Friday 22 January 2021 and some slight mudslides were 

reported in some areas however no major damage has been reported. District Civil Pro-

tection Committee is currently conducting some assessments across the district on dam-

ages or displacements that might have been caused by Cyclone Eloise. 40 plastic jerry 

cans, 20 units of 20 litre buckets with taps and 50 green bars soap that were donated by 

Mercy Corps were distributed to all the four evacuation centres namely Mutambara Mis-

sion School, Lydia Chimonyo Mission School, St Patricks Mission School and Nyanyadzi 

Training Centre. IOM supported with tarpaulins for construction of temporary cooking 

areas at all the four evacuation centres. Red cross distributed 1*750ml liquid soap per 

household, 1 face mask per person and 1 tarpaulin per evacuation centre. The four peo-

ple that tested positive of Covid-19 are still in stable condition and isolated at Mutambara 

Hospital, however there is need for massive screening and testing of the IDPs before 

returning to IDP camps. 

Mudslide  along Skyline road in Chimanimani 
District @IOM 2021 

Masvingo 

Gutu District Development Committee confirmed that heavy rains have displaced 33 households in the district. The displaced households 

need emergency shelter and non food items. As of Sunday 24 January, the road to the location of the IDPs was impassable. The committee 

also confirmed that the dams in the district have reached full capacity and there is risk of flooding. 

In Chiredzi, the Civil Protection Unit (CPU) is following up on the scale and trajectory of the cyclone. The districts have received excessive 

amounts of rainfall, which has resulted in riverbanks over flooding. The CPU has identified hotspots and evacuation centres. The evacuation 

centres for urban residential areas is Mufakose in Triangle. In the urban settlement, the Council has ensured that all clogged drains are 

cleared to avoid flooding. No damages have been recorded so far.  Manyuchi and Tugwi Mukosi Dams are expected to spill over any time 

from now and this will affect people in the downstream catchment, which is Chiredzi District. People in low-lying areas and those along 

riverbanks (in river buffer zones) that are flood-prone have been sensitized of this danger and are to move to higher ground. The Depart-

ment of Social Development have set aside some food reserves for those who will be affected. The CPU has been providing awareness 

through print and electronic media as well as social platforms. 

In Masvingo district, Tugwi Mukosi Dam is now at 99% full and can spill over any time based on current inflows. Rains are currently being 

received upstream, including Chivi and Masvingo. CPU has done some assessments and some families in Ward 34 in Village 21 that are with-

in the dam basin buffer zone. So far 44 households (170 people in total) are currently being relocated to higher ground. 40 tents have been 

sourced from the Red Cross. The Department of Social Development has been engaged to provide support but are yet to provide feedback 

on their capacity to assist with food for the affected individuals.  CPU have engaged ZUPCO buses to provide transport for the relocation 

of the affected individuals. Reports of some the households and individuals resisting to relocate citing poor living conditions within the evacu-

ation centres were received. The evacuation centres identified are mainly schools in neighbouring wards however most of them are without 

adequate water and ablution facilities. 

Matebeleland South 

According to the Acting Provincial Development Coordinator, the province remains resolute and alert and is following cry closely the events 

and developments around the cyclone and respond accordingly.  Challenges such as lack of fuel and other resources were reported.  The 

local CPU teams are unable to conduct assessments in some areas  due to damaged  roads and bridges due to flooding and  excessive rains. 

In the districts of Insiza, Gwanda, Umzingwane, Gwanda, Mangwe, Bulilima, Matobo and Beitbridge, evacuation centres have been identified.  
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