
 1 

 

ZIMBABWE|PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE  
FLASH UPDATE | 21 JANUARY 2021  

• Tropical Storm Eloise made landfall near the 

north-eastern coastal town of Antalaha, 

Madagascar, on the evening of 19 January 

where it has affected more than 1,000 

including 500 displaced. 

• Tropical storm Eloise has entered the 

Mozambique Channel where it is gathering 

strength.  

• 14 irregular entry movements of migrants 

Democratic Republic Congo, Somalia, Angola 

in transit to South Africa for long term 

economic migration were observed in 

Chirundu.  

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

HIGHLIGHTS 

IOM, UN Migration Agency continues to provide support to Government of Zimbabwe as well as the individuals and communities affected 

by crisis, and to actively contribute to the efforts of the international community to identify ways to address future humanitarian challenges 

more effectively. IOM activities in Zimbabwe include disaster preparedness and response as well as strengthening core capacities for public 

health measures at points of entry (PoEs) and to provide critical services to returning migrants.  

FLASH FLOODS SITUATION 

Latest reports from Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System,  show that the Tropical Storm Eloise made landfall near the north-

eastern coastal town of Antalaha, Madagascar, in the evening of 19 January with maximum sustained wind of 95km/hr. More than 1,000 

people have been directly affected, at least one fatality and 500 displaced. The storm has since crossed over northern Madagascar and is 

entering the Mozambique Channel, where it is expected to re-intensify significantly. Recent forecasts indicate that it will reach the coast of 

central Mozambique on the evening of 22 January with maximum winds o 170-190km/h. The Meteorological Services Department (MSD) of 

Zimbabwe is monitoring the progress of the storm. Due to the significant rains that have been recorded in the country, the MSD has 

warned about the risk of flood related disasters  
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Midlands 

The office of  Shurugwi’s  District Devolopment Coordinator has confirmed a 

report that the Shurugwi-Mhandamabwe Highway could be closed to traffic 

anytime soon  as heavy rains have undercut the Musavedzi River bridge.  

According to Gweru’s District Development Committee, nearly 30 households 

in Gweru that were evacuated from their homes to evacuation centres and 

other safer places following flash floods that hit the city yesterday on 18th Janu-

ary. The immediate and urgent needs for this caseload include food, blankets, 

toiletries, and other non-food items for individuals in evacuation centres.  

The trajectory path of Tropical Cyclone Eloise. Source: Accuweather  

Twenty households in Gokwe south whose households were affected by rains, reported on the 13th of January by the District Administra-

tor’s office are still in need of both food and non-food items, especially hygiene kits.  

State of the Musavezi bridge in Shurugwi.  

Source: The Masvingo Mirror 

https://www.gdacs.org/report.aspx?eventid=1000760&episodeid=2&eventtype=TC
mailto:mmalanca@iom.int
https://displacement.iom.int/zimbabwe
zimbabwe.iom.int
https://masvingomirror.com/shurugwi-mhandamabwe-highway-to-be-closed-to-traffic/
https://www.accuweather.com/en/weather-forecasts/eloise-may-strengthen-into-a-dangerous-storm-before-second-landfall/885924
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Manicaland 

On 19 January 2021, in Mutare urban, flash floods destroyed two houses in Gimboki, Dangamvura area resulting in two families displaced.  

In Buhera there is concern over the Muzokomba dam wall in ward 24 rapturing and the District office has carried out community 

engagements to alert the communities and give flood warnings. Despite these warnings some community members still do not heed them. A 

total of 19 households are in the greatest risk area. 

Masvingo 

The Bikita District Development Committee’s office has highlighted extensive road damage in the district due to flash floods. 

In response to the humanitarian appeal that was made by the District Development Coordinator on 18th of January for a caseload of 31 

households (193 individuals) whose shelter and properties were damaged by Tropical Storm Chalene in Masvingo rural, IOM has activated 

referral pathway mechanisms and is coordinating humanitarian response within the UN Humanitarian Country Team.   

IOM’s RESPONSE AT POINTS OF ENTRY  

Beitbridge 

• A total of 391 commercial truck drivers were screened at Port 

Health with the support of IOM nurses on the 20th of January 

2021. IOM also screened 417 travellers (337 males, 80 

females).  

• A total of 82 self-repatriating migrants passed through the 

border post in 7 buses. All migrants had valid COVID-19 free 

results and were processed to go home.  

• 10 (5 males and 5 females) self-repatriating migrants with own 

vehicle without valid COVID-19 results were received. They 

were tested and all tested negative and allowed to proceed to 

their homes. A total of 52 individuals (39 males and 13 

females) are currently at Beitbridge isolation centre after 

testing positive for COVID-19. 

LOCUST WARNING 

According to a state newspaper, Zimbabwe is bracing for a locust threat. Resources have been mobilised to minimise the effects of any 

invasion of the African migratory locust from Botswana and Namibia where outbreaks have been reported. 

Chiredzi’s District officials report that 13 houses and two notable roads were damaged due to heavy rains encountered last week. Out of 

this caseload of 13 households, only one managed to get support. The household received 2 tents and building materials from local initiative 

and the others are yet to receive support. 

 

According to Zaka’s Rural District Council, the caseload of over 200 households in ward 20 and 168 households in ward 25 whose house-

holds were destroyed by Tropical Storm Chalene remains vulnerable and in need.  

Matabeleland South 

IOM has forwarded the request for support within United Nations Country Team referral pathways, in response to the request by District 

Development Fund (DDF) office in Beitbridge  following several roads and bridges that were damaged by the current heavy rains.  

Chirundu 

• There are currently no buses passing through the Port of 

Entry due to lockdown restrictions. 

• A total of 248 truck drivers (all males) were screened on 

entry at Port Health with the support of IOM.  

• A total of 261 exits were recorded comprising of 249 truck 

drivers all males and 12 travellers (8 males and 4 females all 

Zimbabweans travelling using their own transport).  

• Irregular exits were observed of Zimbabwean small traders 

crossing over to Zambia.  

• IOM through its Flow monitoring exercises observed 14 

irregular entry movements, which included migrants from 

Democratic Republic Congo, Somalia, Angola mostly in transit 

to South Africa for long term economic migration. 

• IOM stand ready to refer the migrants or refugees to 

appropriate partners for assistance, which include UNHCR 

based on Zimbabwe’s National Referral Mechanism for 

Vulnerable Migrants (NRM).  

mailto:mmalanca@iom.int
https://displacement.iom.int/zimbabwe
zimbabwe.iom.int
https://www.herald.co.zw/zim-braces-for-locusts-threat/
https://zimbabwe.iom.int/news/zimbabwe-launches-national-referral-mechanism-vulnerable-migrants-iom-support
https://zimbabwe.iom.int/news/zimbabwe-launches-national-referral-mechanism-vulnerable-migrants-iom-support

