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ZIMBABWE|PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE 
FLASH UPDATE | 19 JANUARY 2021 

• Tropical Storm Eloise has reached Madagascar and 

expected to make landfall on the 19th of January 

2021 and potentially in Mozambique and Zimbabwe 

early next week. 

• More than 20 households evacuated following flash 

floods that hit Gweru city on 18th January 2021. 

• Masvingo rural district appeals for food and 

temporary shelter for 31 households affected by 

Tropical Storm Chalene  

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

HIGHLIGHTS 

IOM, UN Migration Agency continues to provide support to Government of Zimbabwe as well as the individuals and communities affected 

by crisis, and to actively contribute to the efforts of the international community to identify ways to address future humanitarian challenges 

more effectively. IOM activities in Zimbabwe include disaster preparedness and response as well as strengthening core capacities for public 

health measures at points of entry (PoEs) and to provide critical services to returning migrants.  

FLASH FLOODS SITUATION 

According to Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System, the Tropical Storm Eloise that formed over Indian Ocean on 17th January 

2021 reached Madagascar as of 18th  January and its center was located 700 km north-east of Antalaha Commune (Sava Region) with 

maximum speed of about 83km/h. It is anticipated to make landfall in Madagascar on the evening of January 19 and potentially in 

Mozambique, Swaziland, and Zimbabwe early next week. The Meteorological Services Department is monitoring progress of the tropical 

storm and expects it to strengthen but will only be able to start assessing the risk to Zimbabwe from today. 

Midlands 

According to Gweru’s District Development Committee, nearly 30 households in Gweru that were evacuated from their homes to 

evacuation centres and other safer places following flash floods that hit the city on 18th January. The immediate and urgent needs for this 

caseload include food, blankets, toiletries, and other non-food items for individuals in evacuation centres.  

Twenty households in Gokwe south whose households were affected by rains, reported on the 13th of January by the District 

Administrator’s office are still on need of both food and non-food items especially hygiene kits. 
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Masvingo 

On 18 January, the District Development Coordinator for Masvingo rural district has 

made an official appeal to IOM for temporary shelter and food for 31 households 

(193 individuals) whose shelter and properties were damaged by Tropical Storm 

Chalene. 

Chiredzi’s District officials report that 13 houses and two notable roads were 

damaged due to heavy rains encountered last week. Out of this caseload of 13 

households, only one managed to get support. The household received 2 tents and 

building materials from local initiative and the others are yet to receive support. 

According to Zaka’s Rural District Council, the caseload of over 200 households in 

ward 20 and 168 households in ward 25 whose households were destroyed by 

Tropical Storm Chalene remains vulnerable and in need, as they are expecting to 

receive tents from Government of Zimbabwe on Wednesday 20 January 2021.  

. 

Chalene-damaged round-hut house in 

Masvingo. Source: Masvingo: DDC 

Matabeleland South 

The District Development Fund (DDF) office in Beitbridge confirmed the online publication report of several roads and bridges that were 

damaged by the current heavy rains. Planned drought relief food distribution was disrupted due to inaccessibility. The DDF is need of a 

vehicle or fuel to conduct district wide technical assessment of the damages. The DDF also highlighted the need to work on the damaged 

part of the roads to make them passable before working on reconstruction of the damaged infrastructure. 

.Manicaland 

In Buhera there is concern over the Muzokomba dam wall in ward 24 rapturing and the District office has carried out community 

engagements to alert the communities and give flood warnings. Despite these warnings some community members still do not heed them. 

A total of 19 households are in the greatest risk area. 

BEITBRIDGE 
IOM continues to support the Beitbridge District in COVID-19 control and prevention, a total of 534 commercial truck drivers were 

screened at Port Health with the support of IOM nurses on the 18th of January 2021. IOM also screened 369 travelers (279 males, 90 

females). 

A total of 115 self-repatriating migrants passed through the border post in 10 buses. All migrants had valid COVID-19 negative results and 

were processed to go home. 

A total 57 individuals (42 males and 15 females) are currently at Beitbridge isolation centre due to testing positive for COVID-19. 

Three male adults were involuntarily returned from Musina and are in the COVID-19 testing process.  

LOCUST WARNING 

According to a state newspaper, Zimbabwe is bracing for a locust threat. Resources have been mobilised to minimise the effects of 

any invasion of the African migratory locust from Botswana and Namibia where outbreaks have been reported. 
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