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Since 2015, Marib governorate has drawn a large number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) fleeing conflict in their areas of origin. 
In January 2020, an escalation of fighting on the outskirts of Marib, Al Jawf and Sana’a governorates led to surge in displacement. IOM 
estimates that over 9,500 households (HHs) relocated to Marib city and nearby districts in Marib governorate including Marib Al 
Wadi, Medghal and Sirwah, with many of those moving being displaced for the second time. This new wave of displacement brings the 
estimated number of IDPs living in camp or camp like settings to more than 26,000 IDP HHs, while the remainder are living in rented 
accommodation or with relatives. 

IOM has been operating in Marib, providing multi-sectoral assistance to affected populations since March 2019. Assistance was scaled up 
during the recent displacement crisis, and now, in response to the presence of COVID-19 in the governorate. In addition to providing 
safe shelters, essential aid items, emergency health care, clean water, safe sanitation and emergency food rations to 8,335 newly displaced 
households, IOM has supported 37,142 people affected by flooding and extreme weather. 

By 20 May, one COVID-19 case was confirmed in Marib. IOM, as lead of the sub-national health cluster, is scaling up preparedness 
and response activities, including by establishing quarantine and treatment facilities, conducting awareness raising activities and hygiene 
promotion. IOM’s recently established isolation and treatment facility in Marib city, has a capacity of 63 beds, including 10 in the intensive 
care unit (ICU), and is staffed with 68 health professionals. IOM reached 10,696 people with hygiene promotion activities, as part of 
COVID-19 prevention efforts. To ensure humanitarian capacity to respond is maintained in Marib during this critical time, IOM is also 
bolstering clinic capacity and ensuring that the humanitarian hub it manages follows COVID-19 prevention protocols. 
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Newly displaced 
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Health workers in their PPE at the IOM constructed COVID-19 isolation and treatment centre in Marib city ©IOM 2020

RRM kits distributed
8,335 

All figures cover the period from 21 January-20 May 2020



IOM has a team of 14 international and nearly 50 national support and programme staff in Marib. Due to COVID-19 mobility restrictions, 
nine international staff are currently in Marib and leading response activities. IOM is providing assistance in Marib and coordinating response 
efforts through its leadership of the CCCM and Health sub-national clusters, co-leadership of the WASH sub-national cluster and as the 
primary focal point for S-NFI response activities.

RESPONSE

The health and site management teams discuss the lay out of the COVID isolation 
and treatment centre under construction in Al Jufainah camp ©IOM 2020
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• Site risk assessments have been completed in all IOM-
managed IDP hosting sites.

• Flood risk reduction activities are on-going in two IDP 
hosting sites in Sirwah district, and in one site in Marib City 
where the construction of a 2 km long gabion wall is ongoing. 

• 266 plots of land demarcated and 125 tents installed in 
Sirwah district where IOM has set up a new camp to host the 
newly displaced. IOM has also expanded the existing Al Mil site 
and installed 35 tents to host new IDPs. In Marib Al Wadi, 60 
plots of land have been demarcated and 53 tents have been 
installed in a newly identified site.

• 50 tents have been installed for migrants living  in Marib City. 

• The electricity network in Marib City district has been 
expanded in two sites hosting more than 1,000 IDP HHs. 

• Fire safety trainings have been conducted in six IDP 
hosting sites, in collaboration with the Civil Defense and 
Executive Unit. Over 300 participants were trained and 
provided with fire extinguishers.

SITE CARE & SITE MAINTENANCE WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE (WASH)

• 28,500 litres of safe drinking water trucked per day on 
average to four IDP hosting sites. A total of 1,815,400 litres of 
safe drinking water in total delivered since 27 January.

• 815 family tanks (500L each) have been distributed. IOM is 
providing water on a weekly basis for these tanks; 1,240,000 
litres delivered since 19 February.

• 18 water points installed in four sites in Marib Al Wadi and 
Sirwah districts; two of which were repaired and another two 
were replaced following flood damage. Installation of over 350 
family latrines ongoing in these two districts. 

• 26 emergency latrines for 215 households (one latrine per 
eight HH) constructed in Sirwah district.

• 3,032 hygiene kits and 140 jerrycans distributed in three 
sites.

• 8,168 HHs participated in 513 hygiene promotion 
sessions, with 37,492 bars of soap were distributed to 
2,528 HHs. 
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CLUSTER RESPONSE
Activities are being coordinated through the CCCM, SNFI, WASH, Health, RRM and Logistics Clusters at the national and sub-national level.

• IOM, as lead of the sub-national CCCM and WASH clusters in Marib (IOM), and as S-NFI agency focal point, is actively coordinating 
the emergency response, in close partnership with the Executive Unit and UN partners.

• The sub-national health cluster in Marib, led by IOM, continues to work with the Ministry of Public Health and Population (MoPHP) and 
the GHO on COVID-19 preparedness activities. IOM is consulting with authorities on the possibility of establishing isolation centres in 
three health facilities in Marib City, Marib Al Wadi and Al Jubah districts. 

• 5,858 newly displaced people provided with emergency 
health services in 27 sites through four IOM mobile medical 
teams and one static clinic.

• 1,081 children under the age of 5 years screened for 
malnutrition, 221 of them referred for nutritional support. 

• 566 children reached with routine vaccination.

• 916 pregnant women reached with ante-natal care.

• One isolation and treatment centre constructed in 
Marib city, as part of COVID-19 preparedness activities, and 
in collaboration with the Government Health Office (GHO). 
Two additional isolation centres are being established in 
two IDP hosting sites – one in Marib city and one in Marib Al 
Wadi. 

HEALTH

• 8,335 RRM kits distributed and 8,071 multi-purpose cash assistance (MPCA) transfers made.

• 3,380 emergency shelter kits (ESK), 4,127 non-food item (NFI) kits and 382 tents distributed by IOM and partners.

• 4,314 plastic sheets, 1,251 blankets, 185 solar lamps and 1414 mosquito nets distributed.

• 213 HHs received cash for shelter installation.

• 1,489 HHs received cash for shelter as support to upgrade existing vulnerable shelters. Assessments are ongoing to support an 
additional 1,600 HHs. 

• 280 damaged tents were repaired in response to flooding and severe weather conditions, with an additional 107 new tents 
distributed. IOM also distributed 188 NFI kits, 8,474 plastic sheets and 5,100 sandbags, and provided cash for shelter installation 
to 429 affected HHs. Another 592 HHs received cash for shelter to cover damages caused.

SHELTER & NON-FOOD ITEMS (S-NFI) AND RAPID RESPONSE MECHANISM (RRM) 

• 406 interviews conducted as part of protection screening 
activities. 

• 78 people received cash assistance.

• 367 protection cases referred to service providers (food, 
SNFI, psychosocial support, legal assistance, health); 57 
households referred for IOM and partner RRM and MPCA 
assistance.

• 3 protection risk assessments conducted in 3 new IDP 
hosting sites in Marib city.

• 26 awareness sessions on COVID-19 have been conducted 
for migrants, targeting around 1200 migrants.
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An IOM WASH team member carrying out a quality test on 
water being provided to a displacement site ©IOM 2020

The site management team hold interviews for 
community mobilizers in IDP hosting sites ©IOM 2020


