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427 persons attending 
protection, GBV and PSEA 
capacity building - 288 men 
and 112 women

9 women attending 
capacity building for targeted 
protection assistance

3,560 persons reached 
with GBV awareness messages 
through dialogues and dramas
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Overview

Active Youth Agency radio talk show on GBV on City FM © AYA 2019

IOM South Sudan participated in the “Lessons on Promoting Dignity, 
Safety, Health and Privacy” workshop hosted as a joint-initiative by 
IOM and UNICEF with the global Gender-Based Violence Area of 
Responsibility (GBV AoR), Shelter Cluster, Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH) Cluster and the Camp Coordination and Camp Management 
(CCCM) Cluster. In this global workshop, IOM contributed to the review 
and learning from humanitarian responses that are working to promote 
gender-based violence risk reduction and women’s participation. In South 
Sudan, IOM supported the WASH Cluster to build the capacity  of 
members on women’s participation and empowerment to support the 
application of the Accountability to Affected Populations guidance.

For GBV prevention and response, IOM conducted a five-day training 
on Interagency GBV Case Management Guidelines for GBV and Child 
Protection agencies in Kapoeta, Eastern Equatoria. In Juba, IOM and the 
national partner organization Active Youth Agency continued to strengthen 
work to address harmful social norms at the root of GBV through individual 
behaviour change and community awareness approaches.

In June, IOM partnered with Humanity Inclusion to train IOM staff and 
humanitarian partners operating in the Malakal protection of civilians (PoC) 
site on disability inclusion, and ways on improving targeted protection 
assistance to persons with disability supporting the need for the twin 
approach which requires mainstreaming as well as targeted assistance.



Launch of IOM’S Gender-Based Violence in Conflict (GBViC) Institutional Frame-
work
IOM held a national launch event of the institution’s first global 
framework, which articulates why and how IOM must address 
GBV in crisis. “The Framework reinforces IOM’s commitments 
to tackle GBV not only at the global level, but also here in 
South Sudan, and will continue to guide us in our efforts to 
ensure the safety, dignity and well-being of survivors of sexual 
and gender-based violence,” says Jean-Philippe Chauzy, IOM’s 
Chief of Mission in South Sudan. The event was attended by 
representatives from Canada, USAID, the GBV Sub-Cluster, 
the Child Protection Sub-Cluster, the Ministry of Gender 
and Social Welfare, the United Nations, international non-
governmental organizations (INGO)  and IOM’s national NGO 
partners. The National GBV Sub-Cluster Coordinator, Andrea 
Cullinan, praised IOM’s commitment to tackle GBV in South 
Sudan, particularly in ensuring that the humanitarian response 
addresses the issue in a strategic manner.

A recent study by IOM South Sudan found that 75% of women 
reported having experienced some form of physical, sexual or 
psychological violence by their intimate partners (IOM GBV KAPs 
survey, 2017). In a context where violence against women and girls 
is normalized, IOM is partnering with Active Youth Agency and 
utilizing resources from USAID, to transform harmful attitudes and 
behaviours among men which perpetuate the subordinate status 
of women, and condone the use of violence against them. Men 
and women’s dialogue groups were set-up in four communities in 
Juba to start a process of reflection about how society creates 
gender roles and gives men power over women in almost every 
aspect of life, often to the detriment of both men and women, 
as well as their children. The approach prioritises women’s voices 
to ensure their needs are central to the expected changes in 
attitudes and behaviour of men. This is done by incorporating their 
recommendations into the men’s group discussions. Women’s 
priority concerns included being insulted as being “just a woman” 

(In Juba-Arabic: “mara sakit”), forced and early marriage, being raped, beaten, and overworked, they also wanted the men in their 
lives to be more involved in child care and to prioritize sending both girls and boys to school. The programme is still ongoing, the 
participants of the group discussions shared some of their thoughts:

“I want men to know that we the women are now on the same level with them. Gone are the days when women used to stay in the kitchen. 
If I can look after my seven children singlehandedly after their father’s death, then I can do anything. We should be respected the same way 
men ask for respect from us” said Women’s dialogue group participant, Juba.

“With this programme, I have learnt how to control my anger. I always move away from the house just to calm myself down. I have started to 
know that fighting is not the solution to everything” said Women’s dialogue group participant, Juba.

Ministry of Gender Representative attending IOM’s launch of the GBViC Framework in 
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