
 

 

                           HUMANITARIAN UPDATE 9 September 2013 

IOM South Sudan  

GENERAL OVERVIEW 
 
IOM’s Displacement Tracking and Monitoring (DTM) team is 
leading registration activities in Jonglei State, where ongoing 
conflict has affected thousands of civilians. Registration of the 
civilian population in the vicinity of Gumuruk, Pibor County, 
began on 15 August. Over 23,000 individuals were registered 
in and around Gumuruk and neighboring payams (sub-
counties). IOM has also begun distributing urgently-needed 
non-food items (NFIs) to households in Dorein and Labrab, 
Pibor County, utilizing data collected during registration 
exercises in July and August. IOM will continue to monitor the 
situation in Jonglei State closely and respond together with 
partners to meet the needs of affected civilians. 
 
A biometric registration of returnees living across the four 
transit sites in Renk, Upper Nile State was conducted by IOM 
in July and August. Around 11,900 people were registered 
across the four sites, a decrease from the 17,500 returnees 
previously estimated to be living in Renk. The registration 
gathered information on intention to return, place of origin, 
demographics, skills and education. Preliminary findings show 
that 37% of those registered – some 4,400 people – are 
currently willing to be transported to their final destinations 
in movements organized by aid agencies. An IOM-organized 
barge movement carrying approximately 1,000 returnees is 
scheduled to depart Renk by the end of September. 

On 3 September a joint statement was issued by the UN 
Humanitarian Coordinators from South Sudan and Sudan on 
the need for the two countries to resolve the situation of 
nationals living in each other's state. The statement appeals 
to both governments to facilitate the safe and voluntary 
return of those who wish to return. Several hundred 
thousand South Sudanese are estimated to remain in Sudan, 
with many stranded and living in precarious conditions at 
Kosti railway station and open areas across Khartoum. IOM 
and UN partners remain committed to assisting both 
governments with the return process. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

  IOM continues to assist civilians 
in Jonglei State through registra-
tion and distributions 
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  Biometric registration exercise 
finds 11,900 returnees currently 
living in Renk, with 37% seeking 
onward transport 
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  Preparations are underway for 
the next barge movement of 
approximately 1,000 returnees 
from Renk to Juba  
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A member of the IOM medical team examines a child during a 
mobile clinic visit to Agany transit site in Renk 
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TRACKING & MONITORING 
  
Since the beginning of 2013, an estimated 73,324 
returnees have been registered at their final 
destination.  
 
Jonglei Response 
 

 As of 24 August, 23,670 individuals have been 
registered in and around Gumuruk and the 
neighboring payams of Lekuangole and 
Verteth. A 30 person registration team, 
including 25 representatives from the local 
community who were trained by IOM, was 
established to carry out the registration 
exercise in the Gumuruk area. Approximately 
3,000 individuals per day were registered.  

 
The information gathered by IOM includes demographic 
data such as age, sex and place of origin, as well as 
household intactness. Partners can use this data to 
make informed decisions about the provision of future 
assistance, helping ensure that aid is quickly and 
effectively delivered to those who need it most. IOM is 
working together with partners to provide registered 
households with food rations through an integrated 
registration and distribution process. 

 
Renk Biometric Registration 

 Completion of the biometric registration exercise gives 
IOM and partners a more precise overview of the 
assistance needs and intentions of returnees in Renk. 
The decrease in the population of returnees estimated 
to be living in Renk (from 17,500 to 11,900) is largely 
due to a concerted effort to avoid double-counting of 
returnees. The roughly 1,000 individuals scheduled to 
travel by barge to their final destinations in September 
were not included in the count. 

 
Intention to return varied widely between the different 
transit sites. In the largest site, Abayok, 81% of 
returnees do not want to be moved. Out of these, three-
quarters stated that Upper Nile State is their place of 
origin, and they have no need for further transportation. 
By contrast, of the approximately 2,800 people living in 
Payuer and Mina sites, over 99% declared that they are 
willing to be moved to their final destinations 

 
Relief and Rehabilitation Commission Capacity Building 
 

 IOM completed the final phase of the Relief and 
Rehabilitation Commission (RRC) Capacity Building 
Programme in August. The programme, supported by 
the Government of Italy and implemented in 
partnership with UNICEF, aimed to enhance the RRC’s 
ability to manage and lead coordinated humanitarian 
assessments and responses on behalf of the South 
Sudanese government.  

 
Through this initiative, IOM upgraded RRC offices at the 
state and central levels with key IT equipment, and 

provided training to build RRC staff skills in information 
management and communications. 

 

EMERGENCY SHELTER AND NON-FOOD ITEMS 
 
IOM is the cluster lead agency and pipeline manager of the 
Emergency Shelter & NFI Cluster. In addition, IOM leads the 
mobile emergency response team for shelter. 
 
Jonglei Response 
 

 IOM is coordinating the delivery of urgently-needed 
relief supplies to Dorein and Labrab in Pibor County, 
where registration exercises were completed last 
month. Registered families began receiving plastic 
sheets, jerry cans, blankets, fishing equipment and 
mosquito nets from IOM on 14 August. Through the 
cluster, IOM has prepositioned 15,000 NFI kits in Jonglei 
State, able to serve 90,000 individuals. 

 

RAPID RESPONSE FUND 

 
IOM works with local partners through the Rapid Response 
Fund (RRF) in order to address urgent needs of natural- and 
conflict-affected populations.  
 
Funded by the USAID Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster 
Assistance (OFDA), the RRF was renewed for an additional 
12 months in August, and is presently accepting 
applications from national and international NGOs working 
in South Sudan and the Abyei area which have the capacity 
to swiftly implement specific emergency interventions that 
respond to the immediate needs of people affected by 
natural or man-made disasters. For more information, 
please visit http://southsudan.iom.int/rrf. 
 
Jonglei Response 
 

 IOM was able to rapidly establish an operational 
presence in Pibor County due in part to the 
organization’s pre-existing RRF connections. RRF 

Supplies are delivered to IOM staff in Gumuruk 

http://southsudan.iom.int/rrf
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partners on the ground provided pre-deployment 
information to the IOM teams arriving in Gumuruk, and 
supported the registration process. Utilizing the data 
collected during the registration, IOM is actively 
exploring further interventions in Jonglei State through 
the RRF mechanism. 

 

TRANSPORT ASSISTANCE 
 
Onward Transport Assistance 
 
Since the beginning of 2013, 5,902 returnees have been 
provided with transportation assistance to reach their final 
destinations in South Sudan.  
 

 Registration, medical screening and loading of luggage 
are currently underway for the next IOM-organized 
barge movement from Renk. The barge is scheduled to 
depart in the coming weeks. The movement will support 
approximately 1,000 returnees that intend to settle in 
the Greater Bahr el Ghazal region.  

 

 On 24 August, 320 individuals were moved by road from 
Juba way station heading to the Greater Bahr el Ghazal 
region. Out of this caseload, 81% have indicated 
Northern Bahr el Ghazal State as their final destination, 
and 13% wish to settle in Warrap State. As of 26 August, 
a total of 429 individuals currently remain in transit at 
Juba way station.   

 

 
MABAN: DORO CAMP REFUGEE RESPONSE  
 
 Efforts to mitigate damage caused by seasonal rains and 

flooding are ongoing at Doro camp, including the 
decommissioning of latrines in flood-prone areas. IOM 
and partners are exploring options to relocate residents 
of Doro from areas that are susceptible to flooding to 
higher ground. 

 

 As of 25 August, South Sudan’s Ministry of Health and 
WHO have reported 11,674 suspected Hepatitis E cases 
across Maban’s four refugee camps, with 209 related 
deaths. While Doro remains the least-affected camp, 
emphasis on targeted hygiene and sanitation promotion 
continues in the villages most-affected by Hepatitis E, 
including Mayak and Ingassana. House-to-house visits 
and open community sessions are being used to convey 
messaging about the risks and prevention of waterborne 
disease.  

 
COMMON TRANSPORT SERVICE 

  

The IOM-operated Common Transport Service 
(CTS) is a free service enabling humanitarian 
partners to transport supplies to wherever 
assistance is needed in South Sudan.   

 

From January to August 2013, over 6,300 tonnes 
of cargo for 51 humanitarian partners were 
moved through the CTS. IOM currently 
dedicates 13 of its fleet of trucks to CTS 
operations. 

 
HEALTH 
 
IOM operates a network of mobile and semi-
static clinics across South Sudan to provide 
critical lifesaving assistance through primary 
health care services. 
 

 Returnees and host community members in Renk are 
assisted at IOM clinics in three transit sites, as well as a 
mobile clinic serving the community near Agany site. 
Since the beginning of 2013, over 70,000 medical 
consultations have been carried out in Renk.  

 

 The number of consultations increased from 12,059 in 
July to 19,247 in August. This can be attributed to water-
related issues resulting from the seasonal rains (more 
patients with malaria and diarrheal diseases) and 
increased staffing. 

 

Est. population: 45,780 (as of 25 August)  
Camp sectors covered: 28 villages 

 33 functional water points as of 30 August 
(15 hand pumps, 18 pumping stations)   

 31 liters water per person/per day as of  
30 August 

 3,043 functional latrines as of 30 August  
(1 latrine per 15 persons) 

 14 km of pipeline laid throughout camp 

 56 Hygiene Promotion staff  

Doro Camp WASH Interventions 

Loading returnees’ luggage onto barges in Renk 


