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To address overall migration challenges in Somalia, IOM works closely with the Federal Government of Somalia, 
regional authorities, the UN, donor governments and civil society by implementing programmes through three 
pillars: (1) Preparedness and humanitarian response; (2) Long term recovery and durable solutions; and, (3) Migration 
governance and development. Since 2006, IOM has delivered frontline services to crisis-affected populations, while 
steadily developing models and partner¬ships for longer term recovery and migration governance. With over 450 staff, 
IOM Somalia operates from a newly constructed main office in Mogadishu, seven field offices and eight satellite offices, 
as well as the Nairobi Support Office in Kenya.
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SITUATION OVERVIEW

HIGHLIGHTS July & August 2020

IOM contributed to the COVID-19 response in Somalia to halt further transmission of 
COVID-19 and mitigate the impact of the outbreak, including the socio-economic impact. For 
detailed information on IOM’s COVID-19 activities per programmatic area, please read more in   
IOM’s Weekly COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Updates.

100 MOSQUES received  
CLEANING MATERIALS 
in Doolow, Baidoa and Kismayo

25,000 INDIVIDUALS received water 
through water trucking in  
Bacadweyne (Galmudug State)

81,726 CONSULTATIONS atended at 
supported health clinics across Somalia

2,000 Households received S-NFI KITS in 
Doolow through a CASH-BASED 
INTERVENTION (CBI)

MOVEMENTS tracked in July and 
August at 7 Flow Monitoring Points 
(FMP)

95,988
INDIVIDUALS reached with 
AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS  
on COVID-19

13 ITEMS OF OFFICE EQUIPMENT 
and FURNITURE handed over to the 
IND office

101 DIASPORA EXPERTS active

415 MIGRANTS registered at MRCS in 
Bossaso and Hargeisa 

MEN graduated from the rehabilitation programme 
for disengaged combatants and are now receiving 
community-based reintegration support

63

The humanitarian crisis in Somalia, characterized by both natural 
and man-made factors, is one of the most complex and longstanding 
emergencies in the world. Due to decades of poverty, marginalization, 
armed violence, insecurity, political instability, natural hazards and 
lack of development, the humanitarian situation remains critical in the 
country. Recurrent natural disasters have been devastating for Somali 
communities and continue to drive displacement, while ongoing conflict 
impacts protection and human rights, reduce resilience and hinder 
access to basic services. 

Somalia is impacted by the triple threat of COVID-19, seasonal 
floods and desert locusts. COVID-19 continues to spread, infecting 
over 3,500 people by the end of August. In 2020, more than 885,000 
people were displaced, of which more than 627,000 people were 
displaced because of floods. The rains also provided a breeding ground 
for the desert locusts in Somaliland, Puntland and Galmudug. The locusts 
are likely to continue spreading during the upcoming months.

LOCAL INTERNS/EXPERTS 
trained

16

29,492

https://iomint-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/cbarrios_iom_int/EseJNcHz_NRLhJ6ttj3WnusBfQKYWyqUesZPl_OodHe8Zg?e=nAX7fe
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Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM)

84 EXITS FROM
IDP sites in Baidoa

1,928 ENTRIES INTO
IDP sites in Baidoa

1,420 Complaints received
through the CFM

BAIDOA DOOLOW KISMAYO

64 EXITS FROM
IDP sites in Doolow

415 ENTRIES INTO
IDP sites in Doolow

1,085 Complaints received
through the CFM

13 EXITS FROM
IDP sites in Kismayo

669 ENTRIES INTO
IDP sites in Kismayo

968 Complaints received
through the CFM

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE

IOM improves the living conditions and protection of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in sites and settlements 
and ensure equitable access to services and assistance of all persons in need in the regions of Kismayo, Doolow 
and Baidoa. IOM is the co-lead of the CCCM Cluster in Somalia.

WOMEN PARTICIPATION PROJECT
IOM initiated a Women Participation Project (WPP) in Baidoa, Kismayo and Doolow IDP sites to empower women 
through participation in camp governance and service delivery, contributing to the acknowledgement of women leadership 
in the society. 

This initiative is in line with IOM’s Institutional Framework for Addressing Gender-Based Violence in Crises. Specifically, 
it seeks to mitigate Gender-Based Violence (GBV) risks by 1) ensuring women and girls’ participation and voice are 
promoted in all aspects of crisis response; 2) supporting GBV survivors by engaging with the community to develop 
outreach approaches and context-appropriate messages; and 3) addressing the root causes of GBV by promoting social 
and political empowerment of women and girls. IOM through the WPP continued to raise awareness on COVID-19, 
targeting IDPs.

Movement Trend Tracking (MTT): through MTT, IOM monitors the numbers of people entering 
and exiting Baidoa (see here), Doolow (see here) and Kismayo (see here) IDP sites, reporting their main 
reason for movements.

16 CLEAN-UP CAMPAIGNS organized (8 in Baidoa; 8 in Kismayo)

100 MOSQUES received CLEANING MATERIALS in Baidoa, Kismayo and Doolow 

50 HANDWASHING STATIONS INSTALLED & MAINTAINED at strategic locations 
in Doolow, Kismayo and Baidoa

40 WOMEN provided with the materials to produce FACEMASKS, distribute them to 
the most vulnerable and sell them at the market in Baidoa, Kismayo and Doolow

Addressed: 76% Addressed: 100% Addressed: 99% 

SAFETY AUDIT PRESENTATION WORKSHOP
In coordination with other CCCM partners, IOM conducted a Safety Audit Assessment covering 139 registered 
sites in Kismayo. The aim of this audit is to determine risks and assess specific vulnerabilities and identify actions to 
reduce the risks. The CCCM partners used the analysed data in the Safety Audit Presentation Workshop to produce 
recommendations and action plans. 

FIRE PREVENTION CAMPAIGNS

Wildfires increasingly occurred in Baidoa due to extreme dry weather conditions. To mitigate the impact of fire in camps, 
the CCCM team conducted fire prevention awareness campaigns in seven IDP sites in Baidoa. 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNDU3MDU1MDMtMWZkMy00MDE0LThmNTYtOThmODcwMWM4ZDFlIiwidCI6IjE1ODgyNjJkLTIzZmItNDNiNC1iZDZlLWJjZTQ5YzhlNjE4NiIsImMiOjh9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZmRhM2M2YWEtODQ1NC00ZWYwLTg0YzgtMGRmZjA5ODhkNDExIiwidCI6IjE1ODgyNjJkLTIzZmItNDNiNC1iZDZlLWJjZTQ5YzhlNjE4NiIsImMiOjh9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNWIzNjQzMDUtY2NjOC00MDk0LWE4MTQtNWNiZDc5ZGU0MGVmIiwidCI6IjE1ODgyNjJkLTIzZmItNDNiNC1iZDZlLWJjZTQ5YzhlNjE4NiIsImMiOjh9
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HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE

ANTICIPATORY ACTION
IOM started an Anticipatory Action project, funded by UN CERF, with the objective to provide WASH services to 
prevent and reduce human suffering during future crises. As part of this project, IOM started the following activities:

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)

Adequate access to water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) is essential to prevent dehydration and reduce the risk 
of water-related diseases such as diarrhoea, cholera and other potential outbreaks. IOM Somalia WASH emergency 
programmes focuses on the immediate provision of WASH services to affected populations across Somalia. These 
interventions are among the highest priorities following the onset of any crisis, natural disaster or complex situation.

12 COMMUNAL WATER SOURCES rehabilitated and upgraded  
in Bakool region (South West State) 

10 MINI WATER SUPPLY SYSTEMS & SHALLOW WELLS 
rehabilitated and upgraded in Hudur (4) and Wajid (6)  

25,000 INDIVIDUALS in Bacadweyne (Galmudug State)  
received WATER through water trucking

815 LATRINES rehabilitated, benefiting 29,115 people in 
Doolow, Luuq and Bardhere  

CAPACITY BUILDING
It is important for IOM to build the capacity of communities. When boreholes 
are rehabilitated, they are handed over to the community. To ensure the 
water infrastructure will be maintained and continue to be operational in 
the future, Water Management Committees are established with members 
of the community to support with the maintenance of water infrastructures. 
These committees and borehole technicians are trained on safe operations 
and maintenance of the boreholes. In Bay, and in other regions including 
Benadir, Lower Shabelle, Hiiraan, and Gedo, IOM continued to support the 
operations and maintenance of water infrastructure through its technical 
support team, including storage, supply and distribution of spare parts or 
fuel subsidies, to ensure the clean and safe water is provided.

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
Frequently clean up and waste management campaigns are organized by IOM 
to provide a healthy environments in IDP sites. Through these campaigns, 
everything related to the disposal of waste is explained to the community, as 
well as the negative consequences of waste on people’s health, the spread of 
diseases, and the larger negative impact on the environment. Best practices 
are shared, and guidance is given on waste management.

All rehabilitated water 
sources will use solar 
power to operate

10 INDIVIDUALS 
TRAINED on day-to-day 
operation and maintenance 
of facilities in Baidoa

47 HOUSEHOLDS  
(325 individuals) reached 
through a solid waste 
management campaign in 
Kismayo IDP site
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Health

MENTAL HEALTH AND PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT (MHPSS)
Through the Peace Building Fund (PBF) supported project to improve psychosocial and mental healthcare for conflict 
affected youth in Somalia, IOM consulted 192 persons (96 men and 96 women) on MHPSS services for youth and 
peace-building initiatives in Doolow, Kismayo and Baidoa. The consultations contributed to the design of context-
specific activities and MHPSS services according to the needs of individuals, families and communities in the three 
locations. This project is implemented jointly with WHO and UNICEF. 

CLINICAL MENTORSHIP
With the clinical mentorship programme, IOM contributes to improved HIV and Tuberculosis (TB) service provision 
in Somalia. In July and August, IOM facilitated a second round of virtual online sessions in which HIV and TB cases 
were reviewed and discussed by the national mentors and the international consultants providing the training. Different 
aspects of HIV and TB case management were discussed, including the patient’s clinical presentation, identified 
problems, diagnoses and determination of the clinical management plan. From September, the consultants will visit 
regional hospitals in Mogadishu, Garowe, Galkayo and Hargeisa to provide further training and reinforce critical skills 
of the health staff participating in the mentorship programme.  

IOM delivers and promotes accessible, equitable and comprehensive, preventive and curative health programmes 
which contributes towards the physical, mental and social well-being of migrants, enabling them and host 
communities to achieve social and economic development. IOM aims to deliver basic health care services for 
migrants and mobile populations who face many obstacles in accessing essential health care services due to the 
recurrent drought and continuous conflict.

81,726 CONSULTATIONS held at health facilities

62,726 INDIVIDUALS reached through COVID-19 AWARENESS SESSIONS 

38,962 Children under five SCREENED for MALNUTRITION 

816 Children under five submitted for FURTHER MALNUTRITION TREATMENT

IOM provided essential health care services to IDPs, host communities, migrants and returnees 
through 30 static health facilities, 4 mobile clinics, 3 transit centers and 2 migrant reception centers.
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HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE

Shelter and Non-Food Items (S-NFI)

Depending on the affected community’s vulnerabilities, assets, capacities, and preferences, IOM provides 
identified populations with transitional shelters or more permanent structures through in-kind and/or cash-based 
intervention.

VOCATIONAL TRAINING-SHELTER CONSTRUCTION AND UPGRADING OF SHELTERS
Shelter support by IOM is mainly provided through Cash-Based Interventions (CBI) and frequently 
provided to communities with high numbers of vulnerability within households, including disabled, elderly 
and nursing or pregnant women, and female headed households. For those vulnerable groups, it can 
be physically challenging to construct or upgrade their shelters. Therefore, IOM trained 60 individuals 
on shelter construction/update techniques in order to assist the most vulnerable members with the 
construction and upgrading of shelters.

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK MECHANISM (CFM)
IOM set-up Community Feedback Mechanism (CFM) desks, particularly for S-NFI related complaints 
and feedback in Doolow, targeting both IDPs in Kabasa and Qansaxley IDP sites as well as the host 
community in Doolow. To make the CFM desk efficient, IOM trained the Doolow field team on CFM 
methodologies, tools, and techniques. 

S-NFI ASSESMENT SURVEY
IOM field team conducted a Shelter and NFI assessment to identify needs and gaps in Baidoa IDP Sites. 
These regular assessments help SNFI in monitoring the shelter conditions and needs of the displaced 
communities.

247 COMPLAINTS reported in Doolow - 237 of them addressed

60 INDIVIDUALS  trained on shelter construction/upgrade techniques  
(10 construction supervisors and 50 community members)

2,000 HOUSEHOLDS received S-NFI support through a Cash-Based Intervention (CBI)
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Movements tracked: 14,134 ( July) and 15,358 (August)

Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM)

20,685 ENTRIES INTO
SOMALIA 7,798 EXISTS FROM

SOMALIA

For additional information you can download a copy of the DTM Movement Trend Tracking 2019 
Annual Report for Baidoa here, Doolow  here and Kismayo here.

IOM Somalia Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) strives to provide localized, up-todate information on the basic  
needs of the target population, cross border mobility, displacement figures and trends in drought affected areas.

Movements are monitored at  
7 FLOW MONITORING POINTS

IOM published the results of the Mobility Tracking Baseline Assessment Pilot that was conducted between 
February and May 2020 in Hiraan, Lower and Middle Shabelle. The Mobility tracking-Baseline Assessment 
is used to derive quantitative estimates of the presence of a population category or categories in a defined 
area to support advocacy and inform operational planning and response. The objective of the Baseline 
Assessment is to collect information in defined administrative areas in order to 1) identify locations 
hosting populations of interest in large areas, 2) collect quick population’ estimates in large areas, and 
3) monitor changes in population’ estimates over time. IOM kicked off the assessment in 12 additional 
regions of Somalia.

VISIT DTM SOMALIA WEBSITE HERE (dtm.iom.int/somalia)  
to find DTM latest reports, interactive maps, dashboards and data sets. 

https://displacement.iom.int/reports/somalia-%E2%80%94-baidoa-movement-trend-tracking-report-annual-report-2019
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/somalia-%E2%80%94-dollow-movement-trend-tracking-report-annual-report-2019
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/somalia-%E2%80%94-kismayo-movement-trend-tracking-report-annual-report-2019
https://displacement.iom.int/somalia 
https://dtm.iom.int/somalia
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Recovery and Durable Solutions (RDS)

STABILIZATION,  
TRANSITION & RECOVERY

KISMAYO LAND AUTHORITY BUILDING
On 29 July, IOM handed over the newly constructed Kismayo Land Authority building to the Jubaland 
Land Authority through a ribbon cutting ceremony attended by representatives from various government 
authorities. The office will provide land administration support for Kismayo district. 

COMMUNAL INFRASTRUCTURES
IOM is supporting vulnerable communities in recently recovered areas through the construction of 
infrastructures providing crucial services to the communities. In Awdheegle, Lower Shabelle region, the 
construction of a mother and Child Health Centre started.

COVID-19 AWARENESS 
A total 95,988 persons were reached in Abudwaq and Jowhar with COVID-19 information on preventive 
measures, social cohesion, stigmatization and psychosocial support. 70 Handwashing stations were set up 
at strategic locations in Abudwaq and COVID-19 information materials were portrayed at 20 targeted 
locations in Abudwaq town and IDP sites. The activities were led by 150 trained women community 
campaigners and 20 religious leaders. In Hobyo, in Mudug region of Galmudug State, a similar campaign 
will be organized. The training of 50 campaigners, including 10 religious leaders and members of IDP and 
host communities, on conducting COVID-19 awareness raising campaigns started. 

IOM works to bridge humanitarian, development and peace/state building efforts and operationalize a paradigm 
shift from aid-agency driven modalities to one where the government and community co-design and lead their 
nationally aligned and owned programming. IOM’s activities promote: durable solutions for returnees and IDPs; 
increased social cohesion; improved government capacities to lead on durable solutions at Federal Member States 
and district levels in urban and peri-urban areas. 

95,988 individuals reached with 
AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS  

on COVID-19

170 individuals supported  
with CASH-FOR-WORK
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Disengagement, Disassociation,  
Reintegration and Reconciliation (DDRR)

REINTEGRATION PROGRAMME
In July and August, 46 individuals completed the reintegration programme after disengaging from 
Al-Shabaab. These individuals received 12 months of rehabilitation support at rehabilitation centers and 
6 months of reintegration support through civil society partners. Several individuals have successfully set 
up businesses utilizing their livelihood start-up grants and vocational training skills. 

Following a market assessment conducted in November 2019, IOM started developing a new vocational 
training curriculum at the rehabilitation centres and started a computer literacy and graphic design course, 
in which 40 participants are currently participating. In Baidoa, a tuktuk repair course was launched and 20 
students started the course. These new courses provide a combination of didactic and practical training 
that prepares beneficiaries to work for existing businesses or initiate their own business.

POETRY WORKSHOPS IN KISMAYO
IOM has designed poetry workshops to stimulate conversations and creative expression about themes 
of social cohesion, such as identity, belonging, trust, acceptance, forgiveness and peace. The poetry 
workshops include various interactive storytelling exercises and poetry recitation. The storytelling and 
the conversations are used by the participants to compose their own original poems about themes 
important to them. The poetry workshops support the oral traditions of Somali culture, thus allowing 
the participants to reconnect with their own heritage. Fourteen individuals, currently enrolled in the 
reintegration programme successfully completed the poetry workshops. 

STABILIZATION & TRANSITION

IOM works with marginalized youth at risk in Preventing Violent Extremism (PVE) and social cohesion, and 
supports the Federal Government of Somalia's National Programme for the Treatment and Handling of Disengaged 
Combatants.

209 MEN (116 Baidoa; 93 Kismayo) received protection, food, accommodation, 
civic and religious education, case management and psycho-social support, vocational 
and livelihood skills training.

63 MEN (48 Baidoa; 15 Kismayo) successfully graduated from the rehabilitation 
programme and are now receiving community-based reintegration support through  
civil society partners.

187 WOMEN (48 Baidoa; 15 Kismayo) received basic household support and 
monthly stipends, religious counselling, basic literacy and numeracy skills, civic and 
religious education, vocational training and psychosocial support.

A short poem composed by the workshop participants

Waa inaad nin adagoo amina noqotaa
Waa inaad karti leedahoo dadka aad kasbtaa
Waa inaad qalbi fiican iyo farxad aad la timaadid
Waa inaadnin dadaaloo deeqsi aad noqotaa
Waa inaad duub xiratoo dadka aad u dhaxeysid
Waa inaad nin wanaagsanoo nabadeeye noqotaa
Waa inaad kan daneyso oo durufeysan fahantaa

Have competences and abilities to win people’s relationships.
Have a good heart and happiness.
Be a diligent and generous person.
Wear a symbolic peace garment (wrap around your head) 
and be neutral.
Be good and be a peace maker.
You should understand and help the disadvantaged and 
those who are deprived.
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IOM launched the second phase of its mentorship project for the Immigration and Naturalization Directorate 
(IND). IOM conducted pre-assessments for the Finance and Administration departments who commenced 
their second round of mentorship training. Funded by the government of Norway, this training builds upon 
the first phase of the mentorship programme and is intended to strengthen the sustainability of IND’s capacity 
building that has been delivered in previous years. In the course of the next four months and with the support 
of IOM, mentors will be organizing workshops and trainings for their mentees, to address specific training and 
soft skills development needed for effective service delivery within the selected units of the IND. 

The construction of a border post started in Kheydar, a town in Galmudug along the border with Ethiopia. 
Prior to the start of the construction activities, IOM assessed the Kheydar border post to identify critical 
equipment, training, and infrastructure gaps. An estimated 700 migrants cross the border each month, and 
trade and health are one of the main reasons for movement, while vegetables from Ethiopia are among the 
main commodities of trade. 

MIGRATION GOVERNANCE 
& DEVELOPMENT

Immigration and Border Management (IBM)

Labour Mobility and Human Development (LHD)

IOM continued the recruitment of diaspora experts who will use their 
expertise at various institutions in the country. Amongst the nine 
recruited diaspora experts are a mental health advisor for the Garowe 
General Hospital, a Prison Health Expert at the Ministry of Justice in 
Hargeisa, a Business and Commercial Legal Expert for the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry of the Federal Government.  

CAPACITY BUILDING
A key activity of the diaspora experts is capacity building within the 
institutions they are working in, as they train local professionals and 
interns. In August, two workshops were organized by a Monitoring and 
Evaluation Advisor at the Ministry of Planning, Investment and Economic 
Development. The expert trained ministry staff, representatives from 
six line ministries and 20 ministries from Federal Member States on 
different monitoring and evaluation approaches and tools. 

IOM supports the Government of Somalia in promoting safe and orderly migration, securing borders and building 
the capacity of immigration officials.

IOM promotes pathways of labour migration, enhancing coordination for diaspora engagement, strengthening 
institutional capacity and, mitigating the drivers of irregular migration.

IOM currently supports 22 Ports of Entry 
in Somalia, and it includes 10 airports,  

5 seaports and 7 land posts

101 DIASPORA EXPERTS and 
16 LOCAL INTERNS/EXPERTS, 
placed in different institutions

43 diaspora experts and 
interns in HOSPITALS and  
HEALTH INSTITUTIONS

19 diaspora experts and 

interns in EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS 

52 diaspora experts and 
interns in MINISTRIES

3 diaspora experts and interns 
in DIASPORA Organizations

13 ITEMS OF OFFICE EQUIPMENT
AND FURNITURE handed over to the IND. 
These items were distributed to the IND 
units that participated during the first phase 
of the mentorship training programme.
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MIGRATION GOVERNANCE & DEVELOPMENT

COMMUNITY BASED REINTEGRATION
During the COVID-19 pandemic, IOM is actively reaching out to migrant returnees, displaced and host 
communities in Hargeisa and Bossaso with COVID-19 awareness information. As part of reintegration 
support to returning migrants, IOM created an opportunity for migrant returnees to conduct hygiene 
promotion activities. After a training on the delivery of hygiene promotion messages, they were engaged by 
IOM to support in COVID-19 awareness campaigns.

CAPACITY BUILDING 
IOM and the Office of the Special Envoy for Migration (OSE) conducted a joint needs and capacity assessment 
at Almond Centre, a transit and reception centre in Mogadishu. The center has also been supported by IOM 
with a donation of medical consumable supplies and hygiene kits in order to conduct screenings and provide 
medical support to returnees and migrants hosted at the center. 

Migrant Protection and Assistance (MPA)

IOM provides technical expertise in areas of migration policy, administrative and operational practices, procedures 
for countering human trafficking and smuggling, and direct assistance to migrants.

1 RETURNEE assisted with ECONOMIC REINTEGRATION

2 RETURNEES received MEDICAL ASSISTANCE

1 RETURNEE assisted with COVID-19 emergency CASH STIPEND for basic needs

14 RETURNEES TRAINED on SMALL BUSINESS MANAGEMENT & BOOKKEEPING,
by IOM’s partner Somaliland Youth Development and Voluntary Organization (SOYDAVO) 

10 RETURNEES received PSYCHO-EDUCATION COUNSELLING from SOYDAVO

113 RETURNEES assisted with POST ARRIVAL support (temporary accommodation)

75 RETURNEES assisted with ONWARD TRAVEL ASSISTANCE (OTA)

415 MIGRANTS REGISTERED at MRCS in Bossaso and Hargeisa

286 Ethiopian MIGRANTS reached through AWARENESS RAISING ACTIVITIES

7 RETURNEES TRAINED and engaged as HYGIENE PROMOTER in Hargeisa and Bossaso

20 journalists from the Somaliland Youth Journalist Association participated in a training organized by 
IOM and the Ministry of Information and Culture on reporting stories on migration related issues. 
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For more information about IOM Somalia contact Programme Support Unit: iomsomaliapsu@iom.int
Not to be disseminated further without prior IOM approval.
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IN FOCUS

DONORS

A Family Rebuilds After the Floods
Three years ago, Omar made the difficult decision to leave 
his home in Ethiopia after drought and famine caused all of 
his livestock to perish amidst the inter-clan hostilities which 
continue to plague the region. He arrived in Somalia in 2017, 
crossing the border by foot, and currently lives with his 
39-year-old daughter and her four children at Kabasa, a camp 
for displaced people in Doolow. 

Being 64 years old, Omar is considered elderly and is 
unable to support his family. Rather, his daughter is the sole 
source of income in their household, working tirelessly to 
earn enough to support their family’s basic needs. “Every 
morning, she leaves the house to go to the host community 
in Doolow, washing clothes and cleaning houses for very little 
payment. When she returns in the evening, she has at most 
1 to 1.5USD, and some days she may not find any work, and 
return with nothing at all”, Omar explained.

Omar had been sleeping in the open at night for some time 
because the bushy shelter where the rest of his family lived 
was too small to accommodate everyone. But everything 
changed when the rain came. When the Dawa River burst 
its banks, many families living around the river, including 
Omar’s, were displaced once more. He said, with anguish, 
“our small bushy shelter was washed away by the floods 
heavy rainfall. It was devastating. Two of my grandchildren 
fell ill as a result.” Due to the floods, Omar’s daughter was 
unable to travel to Doolow to look for work. With no 
other choice before him, Omar continued to sleep outside 
even during the heavy rainfall. 

Omar has no doubt: the climate is changing, and their living 
conditions are worsening exponentially as a result. “Life here 
is hard: we have nor shelter nor trees to shade us.” 

But with the vouchers provided by IOM through CERF 
funding, Omar was able to buy shelter items to protect 
his family, such as plastic sheets, mismoral timber, nails, 
mathenge trees, a door lock, door hinge, wooden poles and 
stella timber. With help from neighbours and relatives, Omar 
constructed a shelter now large enough for the entire family.

This is the first time in years that Omar has been able to sleep 
sheltered from the outdoors. “I feel so happy, supported, and 
appreciative of IOM and all those who came together to help 
me.” Although life may never be the same again for him, he 
says the assistance came at just the right time, offering him 
crucial aid when the entire community found itself displaced 
by the floods.

In the future, Omar hopes to upgrade his shelter as the plastic 
sheets may only last six months in the heat. He envisions 
iron sheeting for the roof, sticks for the sides, cladding, and a 
door. Thankfully, the new shelter was constructed of strong 
wooden frames and poles that he thinks will last for years. 
Omar also dreams of the day that he may return to his 
home in Ethiopia. “I would like to go back if I am able to be 
supported in receiving livelihood recovery in the near future.”
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