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IOM distributed essential relief items to over 3,400 vulnerable 
households in South Sudan’s Lainya County. The distribution included 
blankets, sleeping mats, mosquito nets, cooking sets, bags, plastic 
sheeting, household water treatment supplies, buckets, collapsible jerry 
cans and soap. 

Thousands had fled Lainya,and neighbouring areas in 2016 as fighting 
spread south from the country’s capital, Juba, toward the Equatoria 
region. While many people crossed the border to refugee camps in 
neighbouring Uganda, thousands fled to remote areas within South 
Sudan.

The distribution followed an IOM and partners-led mission in August, 
which verified reports of increased returns to the area. As their 
confidence in the security situation in Lainya improved, displaced 
people gradually started to return to the County.

August’s rapid assessment identified immense needs among those 
returning. South Sudanese returning from Uganda often walk for five 
days and have few belongings. Whilst those displaced within Sudan 
fled; leaving behind their belongings.  Displaced families reported that 
their homes had been looted during the clashes.

Many of the displaced people reported that they missed the first 
distribution in July due to security concerns.

IOM DISTRIBUTES RELIEF ITEMS TO VULNERABLE FAMILIES
IN LAINYA, CENTRAL EQUATORIA

Thousands now have access to HIV and AIDS counselling, testing, and 
treatment in South Sudan since IOM completed the roll-out of 
comprehensive HIV services at the Bentiu, Malakal and Wau Protection 
of Civilian (PoC) sites. In October 2017, an estimated 171,000 people, 
within PoCs and the host community, benefited from these services.

In 2016, HIV, AIDS and tuberculosis were among the leading causes of 
mortality in the PoC sites, where people are often unable to access 
health facilities outside the sites due to protection concerns or 
destruction of public infrastructure.

Ensuring access to quality health care services for internally displaced 
people is crucial to the development of South Sudan, as they are among 
the key populations considered to be at higher risk of HIV/AIDS.

IOM ROLLS OUT COMPREHENSIVE HIV AND AIDS SERVICES 
AT POC SITES

A family visists the IOM's  primary health care clinic at the Malakal
PoC site for a consultation. IOM-Amanda Nero 2017.

Highlights:
Vulnerable families in Lainya, Central 
Equatoria, receive relief assistance 

PoC sites to benefit from 
comprehensive HV and AIDS services

IOM drills manual boreholes to improve access to clean water for
communities in Rubkona town. IOM-Amanda Nero 2017

The following information provides a snapshot of some of the activities undertaken by IOM offices in the East and 
Horn of Africa Region during October 2017.
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IOM and the Africa Development Bank jointly launched WASH projects 
in Baidoa and Dollow districts in Bay and Gedo regions, respectively. 
The six-month project is co-funded by DFID and will be implemented in 
partnership with the Federal Government of Somalia.  It aims to improve 
access to sanitation and water in Lower Juba, Galgaduug, Bakool, Gedo 
and Lower Shabelle regions. IOM is rehabilitating nine strategic 
boreholes in these areas to boost sustainable access to clean water for 
an estimated 45,000 drought-affected IDPs and host communities. 

UN MIGRATION AGENCY AND AFRICA DEVELOPMENT BANK
LAUNCH WASH PROJECT IN SOMALIA 

Highlights:

WASH project launched in Somalia

Promoting peaceful coexistence in 
Baidoa

IOM Uganda hosted experts from various sectors between 17 and 18 
October to discuss issues Uganda would like to see included in the 
Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM). The 
meeting brought together experts from the Government, UN agencies, 
the private sector, academia and civil society, among others.

IOM UGANDA HOSTS EXPERTS TO DISCUSS GLOBAL COMPACT
ON MIGRATION

IOM Uganda has started training the country’s Counter Terrorism Police 
on human rights-sensitive approaches to community policing.  The 
training, organized by the ‘Strengthening Social Cohesion and Stability 
in Slum Populations’ project (SSCoS), is funded by the European 
Union’s Trust Fund.

It is expected that upon graduation, the initial group of 25 trainees will 
share the lessons learnt to Police units in various part of the country.

IOM UGANDA ROLLS OUT TRAINING ON COMMUNITY POLICING

Highlights:

Experts discuss Global Compact on 
Migration 

Ramping up community policing

IOM Somaliac

IOM, in partnership with the United Nations Human Settlements 
Programme (UN-Habitat), supported an arts, culture and talent event in 
Baidoa, Somalia, on 26 October 2017. The event aimed at promoting 
social cohesion and common identity among communities from 
locations impacted by displacement and returns. Baidoa is currently 
hosting the highest number of drought-displaced people in Somalia. The 
event attracted nearly 240 people and was planned and organized by a 
Core-Facilitation Team comprising local government authorities and line 
ministries working with representatives of displaced families and host 
communities living in villages around Baidoa. The event was made 
possible with funding from the Peace Building Fund, and was graced by 
Baidoa’s Youth Chairman, village leaders, religious leaders and 
representatives from women groups.

ARTS, CULTURE AND TALENT SHOW TO PROMOTES PEACEFUL
COEXISTENCE IN BAIDOA

IOM REGIONAL OFFICE FOR EAST AND HORN OF AFRICA BULLETIN
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IOM Rwanda has been awarded a grant by the United States Agency for 
International Development to implement a project to improve 
knowledge, enforcement and coordination of counter trafficking 
between 2017 and 2019.  The project is being implemented together 
with UNICEF and UN Women in collaboration with the Government. A 
Project Planning and Implementation meeting was held in September to 
discuss government priorities, project coordination structures, project 
activities and implementation timeframes.

IOM RWANDA TO IMPLEMENT COUNTER-TRAFFICKING PROJECT 

On the 17th October, the Kenya National Coordination Mechanism on 
Migration (NCM), together with the IOM, convened a one-day 
stakeholder forum to deliberate and adopt a common position on the 
Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM). 

The NCM brings together Government of Kenya Ministries and 
Departments with migration related functions at central and devolved 
levels, and meets regularly to discuss pertinent migration issues. Other 
than IOM, key civil society stakeholders including academia, research 
institutions and an interfaith umbrella organization participated in the 
discussions.  

At the workshop, participants deliberated on, among other things, 
drivers of migration in Kenya, human rights of migrants, smuggling of 
migrants, trafficking in persons, international cooperation and migration 
governance, as well as labour migration and the contribution of the 
Diaspora to human and national development. 

The outcomes of the meeting will inform Kenya’s position on GCM and 
subsequent engagement and negotiations during the Addis Ababa 
Regional Dialogue (26 October), the Mexico GCM meeting (planned for 
December), and ultimately the adoption of the GCM during the 
Intergovernmental Conference expected for September 2018.

STAKEHOLDER FORUM ON THE GLOBAL COMPACT FOR SAFE,
ORDERLY AND REGULAR MIGRATION 

Highlights:

Stakeholder forum on the Global 
Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular 
Migration 

Highlights:

Counter-trafficking project for Rwanda

Job market skills for youth

OVER 200 YOUTH RECEIVE TRAINING ON JOB MARKET SKILLS

Some 220 young people received technical market-oriented training on 
empowerment, business model generation and employment under the 
One UN joint project on “Strengthening human security by enhancing 
resilience to natural disasters and climate-related threats.” The trainees 
benefited from internship, job placement and business start-up kits.

Meanwhile, IOM Rwanda has assisted in the resettlement of 64 
refugees to the United States as part of the United States Refugee 
Resettlement Programme. In addition, since January of this year, 50 
people have travelled to Sweden as expedited medical cases, and 71 
refugees have been assisted to travel to Canada.

IOM REGIONAL OFFICE FOR EAST AND HORN OF AFRICA BULLETIN
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IOM in partnership with the Ethiopian Somali Regional Disaster 
Prevention and Preparedness Bureau (DPPB) and the Durable 
Solutions Working Group endorsed the Durable Solutions Strategy for 
the Somali Region on 5 October 2017- the first of its kind in Ethiopia. 

The Strategy provides a framework on how to solve the widespread 
displacement in Somalia region where more than 750,000 people 
remain displaced. It provides an opportunity to deepen engagement 
with the Government of Ethiopia in addressing challenges related to 
internal displacement. 

At the request of the DPPB, IOM has agreed to immediately convene 
and facilitate initial consultations for the development of the Strategy’s 
Action Plan.

DURABLE SOLUTIONS FOR ETHIOPIA
Highlights:
Durable solutions to stem displacement

IOM Ethiopiac

IOM REGIONAL OFFICE FOR EAST AND HORN OF AFRICA BULLETIN

IOM Director General (DG), William Lacy Swing visited Djibouti on 3 
October where he was honoured with an Officer of the National Order of 
27th of June award by the East African nation. The award was presented 
by Abdulkader Kamil, Prime Minister of the Republic of Djibouti. DG 
Swing accepted the prestigious award on behalf of 11,000 IOM 
colleagues in 500 sites and 170 countries around the world. 

DG Swing noted that Djibouti was at the crossroads of a major migratory 
route whilst iterating IOM’s steadfast commitment and resolve to 
continue working closely with the nation and people of Djibouti to “share 
responsibility for the vulnerable migrants who want only one thing: a 
better life.”

During his visit, DG Swing also met with President of Djibouti Ismail 
Omar Guelleh and discussed IOM’s work and importance of its 
presence in Djibouti. He emphasized that IOM Djibouti will continue to 
work closely with the Government of Djibouti on humanitarian 
assistance to vulnerable migrants transiting through the region.

IOM Djibouti has assisted already 1,200 vulnerable migrants in the 
Migrants Resource Centre in Obock since the beginning of 2017. The 
large majority of the migrants are travelling to and from Yemen despite 
the ongoing conflict in that country. IOM Djibouti has seen an increase in 
migrants in vulnerable situations namely unaccompanied children and 
female migrants living in Djibouti. 

With a population of just over 900,000, Djibouti currently hosts over 
27,000 refugees,  approximately 2.5 per cent of its entire population.

IOM Djibouti signed an agreement with the Ministry of Health to provide 
assistance to migrants in all five regions in Djibouti through a mobile 
ambulance patrol. The patrol will provide emergency assistance to 
migrants transiting through the country.

UN MIGRATION AGENCY DIRECTOR GENERAL VISITS DJIBOUTI

IOM SIGNS AGREEMENT WITH MINISTRY OF HEALTH TO ASSIST
MIGRANTS

Highlights:

IOM Director General visits Djibouti

Agreement to assist migrants
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As part of efforts to bolster efficiency and effectiveness of border 
management operations in Kenya, twenty Government officials, drawn 
from the Department of Immigration Services, underwent a three-day 
workshop to enhance their capacity on document examination, fraud 
detection, counter human trafficking and smuggling.

The workshop, organised by IOM, took place in the Kenyan coastal city 
of Mombasa from 8 to 10 November 2017. The ‘Better Migration 
Management (BMM)’ programme seeks to improve migration 
management in Kenya and the region, with a focus on trafficking and 
smuggling of migrants within and from the Horn of Africa. The BMM 
initiative is a regional, multi-year and multi-partner programme funded 
by the EU Trust Fund for Africa and the German Government, 
coordinated by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ).

The participating officials were drawn from the Mombasa Regional 
Immigration Office, the Mombasa International Airport, and the Shimoni, 
Vanga and Lunga Lunga land border points.

The participants were trained on, amongst other things, production of 
security documents, printing techniques, document examination, 
human trafficking and smuggling, imposter detection, the East African 
Community (EAC) Common Market Protocol and an introduction to the 
new Kenyan ‘E-Passport’ system including an overview of its security 
features. 

IOM is one of the main implementing partners alongside UNODC, 
Expertise France, Italian State Police, CIVIPOL and the British Council. 
Apart from Kenya, BMM is implemented in Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan and Uganda.

REGIONAL OFFICE UPDATE

IOM TRAINS FRONTLINE IMMIGRATION OFFICERS IN MOMBASA
ON ‘BETTER BORDER MANAGEMENT’ 

The participating officials were drawn 
from the Mombasa Regional Immigration 
Office, the Mombasa International Airport, 
and the Shimoni, Vanga and Lunga 
Lunga land border points.

IOM REGIONAL OFFICE FOR EAST AND HORN OF AFRICA BULLETIN
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