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Situation Overview 

During September, a key marker has been passed — IOM estimated that a record half a million migrants have crossed the 
Mediterranean so far in 2015, many of them women and children fleeing war in Syria and seeking asylum in the European 
Union. Tragically almost 3,000 migrants and refugees fleeing war and poverty perished in these journeys, most 
from drowning after their overcrowded and unseaworthy vessels have broken down or started to sink.  

The number of migrants, including refugees seeking asylum, who have arrived in Europe by sea so far in 2015 
reached 533,591 according to official figures. This number is more than double the amount of arrivals in the 
Mediterranean for the entire 2014 and many migrants remain on the road, without adequate shelter or protection as 
winter approaches. Their future is also uncertain as the arrivals are far greater than the numbers of refugees the 
European Union has committed to resettle. 

The vast majority of new migrant arrivals were registered in Greece (approximately 70% of all 2015 arrivals), which is 
followed by Italy with 128,542 people having arrived so far in Italy, following their departure mainly from crisis ridden 
Libya. On a single day during the reporting period, 18th September, more than 4,500 people from nine boats and 12 
dinghies were rescued during twenty-one rescue operations which were mainly carried out by EU navy ships operating in 
the Mediterranean Sea just off the Libyan coast. In addition, a few days later, the Libyan Naval Coast Guard rescued 346 
migrants among them 100 women and children, who were crammed onto floating rubber boats by their smugglers  just 
off of Garabulli and Ghot el-Rommane, east of Tripoli. 
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Multakana organized a psychosocial activity for IDP children and host communities on the third day of Eid. 
17 migrants rescued by the Libyan Coast Guard are treated for 3rd degree burns in a Tripoli hospital.  
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 During September IOM has 
organized the safe return of 42 
migrants to their country of origin. 
Movements are still hampered by the 
cancellation of commercial flights to 
some of the main destinations used as 
transit points to countries of origin.  

 Since July 2014, 7079 IDP families 
and 8762 migrants have benefitted 
from the distribution of NFIs and 
hygiene kits in different parts of Libya, 
including those 417 migrants, who 
have been rescued at sea by the 
Libyan Coast Guards on 28 and 29 
September. 

 1059 migrants from 19 different 
countries have been repatriated since 
the outbreak of the crisis in July 2014, 
the majority of them via Tunisia or 
directly out of Tripoli. In 2015, 709 
migrants have been supported by IOM 
Tripoli to travel back to their home 
countries so far.  

Highlights 
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j  
NFI and Shelter 

During the month of September, IOM distributed 
NFIs and hygiene kits to 500 IDPs families in Wadi 

Al-Shatti, 500 IDPs families in Murzuq, and 300 families in 
Baten Al-Jabel. The distribution was conducted through IOM 
local NGO implementing partners, based on a rapid needs 
assessment conducted by the partners before the 
distribution.   

In response to the current high numbers of migrants rescued 
at sea by the Libyan Naval Coast Guards, IOM’s partners on 
the ground distributed hygiene kits and organized health 
assistance, medicine and psychosocial support to those 
migrants who suffered from injuries, such as severe burns. 
The majority of the migrants rescued were transferred to 
Salah Aldeen migrant retention center, which accommodates 
up to 1100 migrants from different nationalities.   

g  
Humanitarian Repatriation 

IOM Libya has evacuated a further 42 stranded   
migrants from different countries, like Bangladesh, 

Ethiopia, Sudan and Kenya during September. The movement 
of 25 migrants from Bangladesh was carried out in close 
coordination with their embassy, who approached IOM to 
help with the repatriation of nationals willing to return back 
home to Dhaka. These migrants were rescued a few days 
beforehand by the Libyan Coast Guard, when their 
unseaworthy vessel started to sink, which resulted in the 
death of 24 Bangladesh nationals near the coast of Libya. 

IOM also continues to provide assistance to Victims of 
Trafficking found in migrant retention centers inside Libya, as 
a significant number of female migrants from sub-Saharan 
and Eastern Africa have been lured by traffickers to come to 
Libya for work and the promise of a  good income. These 
women often find themselves trapped inside the country, 

with no other way out than trying to get on a boat crossing 
the Mediterranean to reach Europe . 

c  
Capacity Building 

IOM delivered 3-day training for 12 Libyan NGOs 
and 3 representatives from the Directorate for 

Combating Illegal Migration (MOI). The training, that was 
organized on 9 – 11 September in Tunis/Tunisia, focused on 
the following three main topics: enhancing the response to 
human trafficking; performing vulnerability assessments, 
and; the provision of assisted voluntary return for migrants in 
retention centers. 

Between 12 —13th  September, IOM organized its regular 
meeting with its implementing partners on the ground in 
Tunis/Tunisia.  6 Libyan NGOs participated, who are assisting 
IOM in delivering services to stranded and vulnerable 
migrants, as well as IDPs and affected host communities. This 
forum is extremely important to receive and share updated 
information on the humanitarian situation inside Libya, in 
order to optimize and further coordinate aid provided to 
migrants and IDPs in need. 
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Migrants rescued at sea waiting in a Tripoli hospital for treatment 
© IOM 2015 (Photo: IOM Tripoli) 

Training on Human Trafficking and Vulnerability Assessment  for  
local NGOs and implementing partners 
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Migrants from Bangladesh upon arrival back to Dhaka 
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f  
Psycho-social Activities 

IOM organized, in coordination with its 

implementing partner, the Libyan NGO 

“Multakana”, several psycho-social activities for IDP  children 

and families of the host communities in Tripoli on the third 

day of Eid, on September 24th.  

The event was attended by more than 250 children from IDP 

families, as well as a number of families from the host 

communities. Besides different social, cultural and sport 

activities, the participants were also provided with food and 

refreshments.  

This event was a follow up to the successful activities 

organized during the holy month of Ramadan, were  10 IDP 

women cooked food for 4 days and distributed it to other 

IDPs, as well as migrants detained in migrant retention 

centres. The activity enabled the women to share their 

experiences during their displacement and to promoted 

social cohesion with host communities. 
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Migrants suffering from 3rd degree burns are admitted to a public hospital in Tripoli  
 IOM 2015 (Photo: IOM Tripoli) 

IOM operations are supported by : 

 

Children from IDP families engage in sports activities  
© IOM 2015 (Photo: IOM Libya) 


