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Welcome to the June edition of the UN Migration Agency Bulletin for the 
East and Horn of Africa.

In this issue, we highlight some of the humanitarian and development activities 
we undertook in the region including the provision of shelter assistance to more 
than 10,000 people in South Sudan’s Upper Nile, piped water to Uganda’s largest 
refugee settlement, as well as helping displaced communities in Ethiopia with water 
cleaning techniques that is both cheap and sustainable. 

This edition also highlights the return of 150 Somali migrants from Libya with the 
assistance of IOM in close collaboration with the Libyan and Somalia authorities 
with support from the European Union, while the United Republic of Tanzania 
and Burundi are investing in regional cooperation in the fight against trafficking 
in persons. In Rwanda, we have rolled out a Diaspora mapping exercise after the 
government approved the methodology to be used in the exercise. 

Humanitarian and development needs in the East and Horn of Africa 
remain immense and IOM will continue to work in tandem with partners 
to provide assistance.

 

Foreword from the
Regional Director 

Jeffrey Labovitz
IOM Regional Office for East and Horn of Africa
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IOM Provides Piped Water to Uganda’s Largest Refugee Settlement  

IOM bolsters young entrepreneurs in 
Kampala Slums   

With an estimated host population of 270,000 people, most 
of them refugees fleeing conflict from South Sudan, Bidi 

Bidi settlement has been grappling with limited access to water. 
The host community and refugees have for a long time had to rely 
on water trucks supplying water for domestic use which was costly 
and unreliable. Consequently, over the last two years, humanitarian 
agencies have been pushing for more sustainable ways of supplying 
water, bringing the dependence on water trucking down to about 
27 per cent by the end of 2017.

IOM with support from the European Union, has established 
a piped water system in the north-western district of Yumbe. 
The new water system, that took six months to complete, has 
18 kilometres of laid pipes, and a reservoir that holds over 230 
cubic metres of water, making it the largest reservoir in the Yumbe 
district.

Robert Baryamwesiga, the Bidi Bidi settlement commandant, told 
IOM Uganda Chief of Mission Ali Abdi that the new system would 
help cut reliance on costly and unsustainable water trucking by 
nearly 12 percent.

In South Sudan, more than 10,000 
people receive shelter assistance in 
Upper Nile

Tonga, an isolated area in South Sudan’s Upper Nile Region, 
is home to thousands of people, including returnees, 

internally displaced persons and host communities.  In May, 
more than 10,000 people in the area received shelter assistance 
and household items from IOM and the Africa Development 
Aid. 
An assessment conducted in May revealed that thousands 
of people in the area needed humanitarian assistance.  Many 
people were displaced from Tonga in April 2017 following 
clashes between Government and opposition forces but have 
since returned to their homes. Whilst others have fled to 
Tonga to escape fighting in other parts of the country such 
as   southern Unity, where renewed violence is inflicting a 
devastating toll on civilians. 
While some sense of normality has returned to Tonga, fighting 
and isolation have left the area without basic services. IOM and 
other aid agencies are rushing to provide humanitarian support 
as the May-to-October rainy season begins to intensify. Tonga, 
which is located on the West Bank of River Nile, is only 
accessible by air and boat. 
Lina, 27, is living in Tonga with her two children. She is among 
those who fled Tonga but have since returned to rebuild their 
lives. She has been uprooted from her home three times since 
2013 and when fighting broke out in Tonga in April 2017, she 
fled to Fangak, a nearby town only to return a year later. 

Having left or lost most of their belongings, families like 
Lina’s were in urgent need of plastic sheeting to cover their 
makeshift shelters, blankets to protect their children at night 
and mosquito nets to prevent malaria, which will become more 
prevalent as the rains set in.
This assistance builds on the health support provided by IOM 
and partners in March 2018 when IOM migration health teams 
participated in a multi-sector assessment and response mission 
in the area. During an eight-day mission, IOM supported the 
Tonga clinic to provide primary health care services where 
they conducted 413 medical consultations, vaccinated 465 
children and reached over 2,200 people with health promotion 
messages.

IOM’s Strengthening Social Cohesion and Stability in Slum 
Populations (SSCoS) project handed over an assortment of 
commodities for 52 small business owners in slums around 
Kampala. This was under another that supports young men 

and women to start up and manage their own businesses. So 
far, 175 young men and women have received business support 
items. 

The project’s logic of change is that if young people are 
supported to gain skills and establish and run sound businesses, 
or find meaningful employment, they will not be vulnerable to 
radicalization.

The support items were handed over to IOM Uganda’s 
implementing partners in the slums. They included sewing 
machines, salon equipment such as chairs and mirrors, 
computers, printers and photocopiers, fridges, and a wide 
range of merchandize for stocking shops.



150 Somali migrants return home 
from Libya

In  May, in collaboration with the Libyan and Somali 
Governments and with support from the European Union, 

IOM facilitated the voluntary return to Mogadishu of 150 
Somali migrants who had been stranded in Libya, the majority 
of whom had been held in Government-run detention centres.

In Libya, migrants are exposed to numerous risks, including 
smuggling, trafficking, kidnapping, abuse, detention and torture. 
Through the Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), IOM has 
tracked over 660,000 migrants in Libya. There could however 
be as many as a million. 

The Somali Government expedited the provision of the 
necessary documentation for the returning migrants while the 
Libyan Government organised exit visas. 

Upon return, representatives from the Federal Government 
of Somalia and IOM welcomed the returnees in Mogadishu. 
IOM fully screens all returnees and provide group psychosocial 
sessions in the immediate days after arrival. Following these 
screenings, ongoing reintegration assistance is provided through 
general support and complementary assistance,  

This is the fourth and largest voluntary humanitarian return of 
migrants from Libya to Somalia.

This support and the reintegration assistance is part of the 
larger EU-IOM Joint Initiative for Migrant Protection and 
Reintegration, which facilitates orderly, safe, regular and 
responsible migration management through the development of 
rights-based and development-focused policies and processes 
on protection and sustainable reintegration. The EU-IOM Joint 
Initiative, backed by the EU Trust Fund, covers, and has been set 
up in close cooperation with, a total of 26 African countries.

Displaced families in Ethiopia 
provided with Water Filters

In May, IOM began the distribution of water filters 
to drought displaced communities in four kebeles 

(villages) (Rob Don, Haidure, Row Row and Alan) 
in Dolo Bay Woreda, Somali Regional State of 
Ethiopia.

A needs assessment, conducted by IOM, in the area 
revealed that nearly 2,500 displaced households 
were in need of water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH) support. 

As part of IOMs Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH) programme, beneficiaries are introduced 
exposed to basic water, sanitation and hygiene 
practices through practical sessions that target 
women in the communities. During the sessions, 
participants are introduced to a water filtering 
technique that ensures the safety of water which is 
typically collected from ponds and seasonal rivers 
near their settlements.

Using five-layered water filters, supplied by IOM, 
displaced people have access to clean and safe 
water.  The water filters provide communities with 
a low maintenance and sustainable methods of 
purifying water. 

In addition to water filters, IOM supported some 
communities with emergency shelter, non-food 
items and constructed 22 gender-segregated 
sanitation facilities which included latrines and 
bathing stalls.  As the community has no access 
to power the sanitation facilities were equipped 
with solar lights to ensure safe access after dark. 
The community, and especially women, have 
established sanitation committees mandated with 
maintaining the facilities. 

In Ethiopia, the WASH needs of internally 
displaced communities remain vast. IOM Ethiopia is 
appealing for USD 1,650,000 to provide additional 
water, sanitation and hygiene support to 60,000 
IDP beneficiaries.
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Burundi and the United Republic of Tanzania invest in 
regional cooperation to counter trafficking in persons

In a bid to strengthen the fight against human 
trafficking between the two countries, five 

Burundian officials were supported by IOM 
and the Kingdom of Netherlands to visit the 
United Republic of Tanzania for a counter 
trafficking study tour. The visit helped the 
Burundi delegation and Tanzanian counterparts 
to exchange experience and share practical 
knowledge in the fight against trafficking in 
persons. It also aimed to strengthen cross-
border cooperation between Burundi and 
Tanzania, specifically on policy development 
and police investigations.

During the visit, the Burundian delegation 
met the United Republic of Tanzanian Anti-
Trafficking Committee and Secretariat to 
discuss various measures taken by Tanzania to 
counter trafficking in persons.

Both delegations shared their legal frameworks 
and the challenges associated with prosecuting 
trafficking cases that occur across international 
jurisdictions, as well as the need for penalties 
to be proportionate to the profits amassed by 
criminals.

National actors in the field of preventing 
and combating trafficking in persons in both 
countries committed to scale-up information-
sharing between Burundi and the United 

Republic of Tanzania as well as with other 
international partners in order to facilitate 
investigations and victim assistance. 

Regional trafficking networks are active both in 
the United Republic of Tanzania and Burundi. 
Often, the former country serves both as a 
transit and destination country for victims of 
trafficking from Burundi. Burundian migrants, 
many of whom are children, are trafficked 
to work primarily in the agricultural sector 
and as domestic workers in Tanzania.  While 
Burundian women are often transported 
through Tanzania on route to the Gulf States. 

Discussions on migration in 
Djiboutian cities
IOM initiated discussions with different UN 
agencies and government on migration in 
Djiboutian cities. The discussions focused on 
the “floating population” of migrants living 
and working in Djiboutian cities including 
the significant role migrants play in the 
development of cities. This informal exchange 
contributed to a fruitful debate on urbanization 
and development and brought together 
representatives from the UN Refugee Agency, 
UN Habitat, IOM and the government.
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Kenyan Immigration Officers receive training on 
better border management  

Between 23 and 24 of May, IOM, in partnership with the Department of 
Immigration Services, organized a three-day training for 22 frontline immigration 

officers, as part of the Better Migration Management programme.  The training 
will support the Government to strengthen operations at border points and thus 
address irregular migration through improved migration management.

Participants were trained on the production of security documents, document 
examination and fraud detection as well as measures to counter trafficking in 
persons and the East African Community Common Market Protocol. 

Participants had the opportunity to share experiences on emerging issues such as 
the use of technology in migration management and expressed concern on the 
growth of the use of the internet by syndicates to facilitate migrant smuggling and 
trafficking.

Rwandese authorities endorse methodology for 
Diaspora mapping exercise 

A crucial ingredient for successfully engaging diaspora is first knowing them. 
With this in mind, IOM is facilitating a diaspora mapping study to support the 

Government of Rwanda to gain a deeper understanding of the Rwandan diaspora 
in Belgium, Germany, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom. 

The study is expected to provide helpful insights in to the diaspora’s socio-
economic profile, professional skills and expertise, as well as their capacity, 
interests and motivation to participate and engage in Rwanda’s development 
through skills and knowledge transfer. 

On 15 May 2018, the Government of Rwanda endorsed the methodology for the 
mapping study, which will involve online/offline surveys, face-to-face interviews, 
telephone and skype interviews, focus group discussions, and desktop research. 
The final report is expected to be ready before the end of the year
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Upcoming Event

Symposium on Fostering 
Labour Mobility within and 

from Africa, in Nairobi, Kenya 
10 and 12 July 2018
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African Union Commission and IOM to hold Symposium on 
Fostering Labour Mobility within and from Africa in Nairobi 

The African Union Commission (AUC) and IOM will convene a Symposium on Fostering Labour 
Mobility within and from Africa, in Nairobi, Kenya between 10 and 12 July 2018, in the framework 

of the Joint Labour Migration Programme for Africa (JLMP). 

The symposium follows on the heels of the adoption of the African Union (AU) Free Movement 
Protocol, a landmark development that was the culmination of more than 25 years of concerted 
efforts by Member States and numerous other stakeholders. 

The symposium will articulate key considerations for the identification of priorities on free movement, 
recruitment of workers, protection of migrant workers’ human, labour, and social rights, as well as 
the implementation of bilateral and multilateral labour mobility and social security arrangements. 
Overall, the symposium is expected to foster intra-regional labour mobility within Africa as well as 
to contribute to protecting the rights of workers migrating within the continent and beyond. 

A range of stakeholders will be represented at the symposium. This inludes AU Member States, 
Regional Economic Communities, development and social partners, intergovernmental organizations, 
and academia. The symposium is funded by the Swedish International Development Cooperation 
Agency, the Government of The Netherlands, the European Union, and the IOM Development Fund.
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IOM partners with the United States International 
University, Africa to host Migration Conversations 

On 24 May 2018, IOM Regional Office for East and Horn of Africa in collaboration 
with the United States International University, Africa (USIU) and UNICEF held 

a Migration Conversations themed, “Children on the Move”. The conversation was 
held at the USIU auditorium. This was the second of such forum in the region but the 
first to be held at a University. 

While delivering a keynote address during the conversation, Jeffery Labovitz, IOM 
Regional Director for East and Horn of Africa said, “The Migration Conversation 
series is a means of bringing together experts to talk about key issues facing our 
region and to raise awareness on these migration issues with our partners and 
particularly with young people, the emerging leaders in the region.”

The migration conversation is part of IOM’s knowledge management strategy to 
enable partner and stakeholder engagement on migration issues in the East and Horn 
of Africa region.

“I wish to applaud IOM’s [for including] academia in the discussions centering the rights 
of migrants, their contributions and great potential in building world economies,” 
Ruthie Rono, Deputy Vice Chancellor Academic and Student Affairs said. 

The event brought together over 300 people including students, academia and 
development partners.

For More Information Contact:  Kenneth Odiwour| 
Regional Communication and Public Information Officer | IOM Regional Office for East and 
Horn of Africa. |Tel: +254 722 560 363 | Address: Sri Aurobindo Avenue, Off Mzima Spring 
Road, Lavington | P.O Box 55040 - 00200, Nairobi, Kenya | Email: RONairobiPIU@iom.int 

IOM Facts and Figures
2017

Migrants including refugees, asylum seekers 
and visa applicants such as migrant workers 
and students received pre-departure health 

assessments.

102,511 

Migrants received pre-embarkation/
fittness to travel checks

7,262 

Migrants received 
a medical escort 
during travel

Migrants benefited 
from post-arrival 
health assistance 
in four countries

13,379 2,139

IOM Health Assistance in 
Somalia in 2017

individuals received 
health Education

244,236

Static Clinics 
Implemented

19

health consultations in 
Somalia

378,031

rapid response 
health teams

33


