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The current COVDI-19 pandemic, requires a coordinated 

approach between government, non-governmental 

organizations, civil society organizations and United Nations 

Agencies. According to the WHO, more than 1 million 

confirmed cases and 58620 deaths have been recorded as of 5 

April 2020 and is a massive increase from the last IOM Djibouti 

Situation Report (see IOM Djibouti Situation Report—23 

March 2020).  

Out of the reported global cases, 51 people have tested 

positive since 18 March 2020 with eight cases reported as 

recovered. The Government of Djibouti has reported testing 

1,400 individuals and continues to strategically target people 

who have potentially come into contact with those who tested 

positive for COVID-19. 

The Government analysed data regarding the 51 positive cases, 

in which 43% are female and 57% are male. The majority of 

cases falling between 16-30 years’ old, followed by 31-45 years’ 

old. To date, no COVID-19 deaths have been reported in 

Djibouti and all cases remain in stable condition.  

The border points remain closed with no confirmed date of 

reopening. IOM Djibouti continues to coordinate with the 

relevant ministries to discuss solutions to migrants stranded in 

Djibouti.  

 
10,118 Individuals 

Reached with COVID-19 awareness 
and prevention messages. 
 

832 Migrants 

Provided with food, non-food items 
(NFIs) and WASH assistance in 
Masagara migrant site managed by 
the Government of Djibouti. 
 

57 Health 
Practitioners 
Trained on COVID-19 prevention and 
response. 

 

IOM Djibouti is continuing to provide 

COVID-19 prevention and response 

support in the form of donations, 

capacity building to medical staff and 

government officials, and awareness 

raising on proper hygiene practices for 

migrants and host communities. The 

Organization is working closely with the 

Ministry of Interior and Ministry of 

Health (MoH) and distributing hygiene 

non-food items (soap, disinfectant and 

handwashing stations) at checkpoints, 

border crossings and medical centres. For 

example, in collaboration with the MoH, 

IOM donated soap, handwashing stations 

and disinfectant to four hospitals; one 

each in Obock, Dikhil, Ali Sabieh, and 

Artah, with more donations planned 

after determining the needs of requesting 

facilities. The Mission is also in discussion 

with the Ministry of Women and Family 

to provide COVID-19 protection 

services to street children in Djibouti city.     
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F  
MIGRANT RESPONSE 

In the IOM-operated Migrant Response Centre 

(MRC) in Obock, Djibouti migrants in need access 

food, water and other non-food items (NFIs). Currently the 

MRC is providing shelter, food and NFIs for 54 vulnerable 

migrants. Through the MRC, IOM provided 305 migrants in the 

government-managed Masagara site with food and NFIs, 

including hygiene kits.  

In Loyada 214 migrants in the transit centre were provided 

with NFIs by IOM and clothes are planned to be distributed in 

the coming week in order to provide migrants a dignified stay in 

the centre while waiting to return to Ethiopia.  

 

f  
COVID-19 PREPAREDNESS, RESPONSE AND 
COORDINATION 

IOM Djibouti, continues to conduct data collection in the 

existing five flow monitoring points of Holl-Holl and Guelileh, 

Ali Sabieh region; Yoboki, Dikhil region; PK9, Tadjourah region; 

and Fantehero, Obock region. Starting from 26 March 2020, 

IOM has increased its focus on raising awareness amongst 

travellers and migrants on COVID-19 prevention.  

The data collected is utilized by IOM, the authorities and other 

actors responding to the pandemic to identify places of 

vulnerabilities and orient the response accordingly. In tandem 

with the data collection at FMPs, IOM has assessed migrant and 

host community knowledge about COVID-19 prevention. The 

findings from the assessment have guided IOM on the most 

effective messaging to use during awareness raising sessions.  

IOM started carrying out sensitization campaigns in Obock  on 

23 March and in Tadjourah 2 April. These activities are divided 

in three activities - handwashing stations, mass awareness 

campaigns and door-to-door messaging. IOM is engaging 102 

volunteers from various divisions of the local authorities to 

increase the awareness of migrants and host community in 

Tadjourah and Obock. 

IOM Djibouti has donated water, sanitation and hygiene 

(WASH) NFIs to medical centres in Obock, Dikhil and Ali 

Sabieh and the National Police to contribute to the nation’s 

surveillance and testing efforts. Finally, IOM Djibouti provided 

CARITAS with food and non-food items so they could bring 

assistance to street children in Djibouti. 

 

 f 
HEALTH 

IOM Djibouti trained 57 medical practitioners on 

COVID-19 prevention and response in Dikhil and Ali Sabieh 

medical centres. The trainings took place on 1 April 2020 in 

Dikhil and 2 April in Ali Sabieh. The Organziation also donated 

hygiene NFIs to the two medical centres.  

The total number of items distributed by IOM to hospitals and 

medical centres in Djibouti reached over 450 items. The 

Organization will continue to support the health system in the 

country alongside the Ministry of Health. In addition, IOM 

donated a tent to officials in Obock to be used for quarantine 

needs in the region.  

Migrants receiving NFIs at the transit centre in Loyada on the border with Somalia  
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IOM staff sensitizing host community members in Obock © IOM 2020 

IOM medical staff train health practitioners on proper disinfection practices in 
the context of COVID-19 © IOM 2020 


