
 

As per the Presidential decree issued on 10 May 2020, 

containment measures were partially lifted as of 17 May such as 

reopening of some shops, public services and public transport, 

mandatory use of facial masks in all public or private spaces in 

which social distancing cannot be observed, and prohibition of 

gathering of more than 10 people. On 23 May, places of 

worship are authorized to receive believers during prayer 

hours. 

As of 30 May, the Ministry of Health confirmed 3,194 COVID-

19 cases, 1,286 recovered and 22 deaths. On 20 May, the 

Government of Djibouti launched a COVID-19 mass screening  

campaign in Djibouti City and a team of the Ministry of Health 

was deployed in community development centres, community 

health centres, polyclinics and hospitals. This campaign targets 

mainly vulnerable population such as elderly and persons with 

chronic diseases. 

IOM continues to provide basic assistance 

such as provision of non-food items (NFI) 

and medical assistance for stranded 

migrants and to raise awareness on the 

Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19).   

A visit was organized on 21 May with the 

Minister of the Interior, Minister of 

Health, and the Prefect of Ali Sabieh, the 

UN Resident Coordinator, and IOM’s 

Chief of Mission to the quarantine site in 

Ali Sabieh region.  

On 20 May, IOM organized a foundation 

stone laying ceremony in Arhiba district 

for the rehabilitation of polyclinic in the 

presence of the Minister of Health and 

Minister of the Interior.  

On 19 May, the President of the Republic 

of Djibouti, His Excellency Ismael Omar 

Guelleh visited the University of Djibouti 

where he was shown the items 

developed by IOM’s creative space, 

Fablab in its response to COVID-19.  

 

  

Stéphanie Daviot 

sdaviot@iom.int 
Email: 

oimdjibouti@iom.int   
+253 21 32 04 50 or  +253 21 35 72 80    

www.iom.int/countries/djibouti 

mailto:prd@iom.int
mailto:oimdjibouti@iom.int
http://www.iom.int/countries/yemen


 

 

F 
 

IOM is assisting 68 vulnerable migrants in the Migration 

Response Centre (MRC) in Obock, where it provides 

food, water, non-food items assistance as well as medical and 

psychosocial support. IOM trained 18 migrants in the MRC Obock 

on the Psychological First Aid adapted to the COVID-19 pandemic 

on 17 and 18 May. These migrants will help organize recreational 

activities in the MRC.  

On 17 May, 97 migrants arrived on the shores of Djibouti from 

Yemen. IOM provided food and NFI assistance for these migrants. 

IOM also provided non-food items assistance for 108 migrants 

arrived from Yemen on 28 May. 
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IOM is supporting 532 migrants in the quarantine site in Ali Sabieh 

run by ONARS (National Office for Assistance to Refugees and 

Disaster Victims). On 17 May, IOM welcomed the first group of 

406 migrants to the site. Migrants were registered and provided 

with NFIs. On 21 May, the second group of 126 migrants were 

welcomed to the site. A site visit took place in the presence of the 

Minister of the Interior, Minister of Health, Prefect of Ali Sabieh, 

UN resident coordinator and the Chief of Mission of IOM. COVID

-19 suspected cases in the quarantine site were tested and turned 

out negative.  

On 20 May, IOM started the rehabilitation of the polyclinic in 

Arhiba, a neighbourhood in Djibouti City where both host and 

migrant population live together, funded by EUTF Durable 

solutions for host population, refugees and most vulnerable 

migrants project. A foundation stone laying ceremony was 

organized with the Minister of Health and Minister of the Interior. 

IOM continues to conduct epidemiological surveillance in its flow 

monitoring points : PK51, Arta region; Holl-Holl and Guelileh, Ali 

Sabieh region; Yoboki, Dikhil region; and PK9, Tadjourah region. 

From 16 to 28 May, IOM raised awareness of 6,542 migrants and 

travelers on the prevention of COVID-19.  

On 19 May, the President of the Republic of Djibouti, His 

Excellency Ismael Omar Guelleh visited the University of Djibouti. 

This visit allowed the President to inquire about the arrangements 

put in place by IOM’s creative spaces, youth-led fabrication lab or 

“fab lab” as well as the arrangements made by engineers for the 

resumption of classes. 

The President had a look at the prototypes of the disinfection 

tunnels made by fab lab as well as the 3D printed face shields for 

the medical personnel to protect themselves against droplets.  

He was also presented with the mechanical / artificial ventilator 

whose purpose is to supplement or assist the spontaneous 

breathing of patients with respiratory complications created  

thanks to 3D modeling, and the CNC machines of the lab. 

IOM provided 80 mosquito nets for the migrant children confined 

in CARITAS as part of the COVID-19 prevention measures.  
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