
Over the month of December, 6 908 movements were counted 

across the FMP across Djibouti, an average of 223 movements 

per day. This represents an increase of 15% compared to the 

average of 194 movements reported in November. Among these 

6 908 movements, 21% observed in the Obock region, the entry/

exit point for migrants to cross the Aden Strait towards the Arab 

peninsula.  

IOM identified 764 returning Ethiopian migrants from Yemen, 

bringing the total number of returnees to 6 094 since May 2020. 

Indeed, movement restrictions due to COVID-19 across the 

Arab peninsula resulted in a growing number of migrants to go 

back to Ethiopia, transiting through Djibouti. 

 
Launch of the technical working group on 
migration data, gathering key actors working with statistics 
related to migration. 
 

 

472 migrants benefited from a life-saving 

assistance through IOM’s mobile unit in Obock region.  

1 screening center inaugurated at the Guelilé border 

post as part of the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Celebration of the International Migrants Day 
by the organisation of the « Migrants got talent » event and the 

launch of a music video raising awareness on the risks of irregular 

migration. 

IOM continues to assist vulnerable 

migrants in the Migration Response Centre 

(MRC) in Obock where they receive food, 

non-food items (NFI), medical and 

psychosocial assistance.  

Through the set up of its mobile unit in 

July 2020, IOM teams have been providing 

life-saving assistance to vulnerable migrants 

transiting through the Obock region. 

Water, food and emergency first-aid care 

are delivered. After their referral to IOM’s 

Migration Response Center (MRC), the 

most vulnerable ones can benefit from the 

Assisted Voluntary Return (AVR) program  

to Ethiopia. 

As part of its partnership with ONARS, 

IOM kept on supporting the Ar Aoussa 

quarantine site. 

Migrants walking along the migration 

corridor in Djibouti pass by several flow 

monitoring points (FMP) across the 

country, where IOM raise awareness on 

COVID-19 and related prevention 

measures. 

IOM has carried on capacity building 

activities towards key migration-related 

ministries, thanks to fundings from the 

European Union. 

IOM also contributed to the efforts of the 

Djiboutian government on the fight against 

the COVID-19 pandemic by constructing 

one screening center at the Guelile border

-post, in Ali Sabieh region. 
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F  
DIRECT ASSISTANCE FOR MIGRANTS 

In November and December, IOM teams kept on 

providing life-saving assistance to vulnerable returning 

migrants. The mobile unit assisted 472 individuals in December, 

including 68 needed emergency first-aid care. 

On December 23rd, 44 extremely vulnerable migrants hosted in 

the MRC benefited from a safe return home in Ethiopia thanks to 

IOM’s AVR program, funded by the European Union. Among this 

group, there were 35 unaccompanied minors. 

As part of its partnership with ONARS, IOM transfered 1 612 

migrants from the MRC in Obock to the Ar Aoussa quarantine 

site in Ali Sabieh region. 

In Djibouti city, IOM signed a partnership agreement with Caritas 

on November 23rd. This agreement will reinforce the assistance 

provided to street children, among other things food and 

provision of medical services. 

|  
MANAGING MIGRATION FLOWS 

IOM, in partnership with INSD, organised a national 

workshop to present statistical studies conducted by 

international experts in Djibouti, as well as to launch the technical 

working group on migration data in the country. This workshop 

took place on November 25th as part of the implementation of 

the project « EU-IOM Joint Initiative for Protection and 

Reintegration of Migrants », funded by the EU. It gathered about 

twenty participants from key government and non-government 

institutions working with statistics on migration in Djibouti. One 

objective consisted in revitalizing the national coordination 

mechanism (NCM) on migration data as well facilitate dialogue 

around data production and sharing .  

As part of the preparation and response to COVID-19 in 

Djibouti, IOM’s  Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) teams led a 

training workshop on migration data analysis and reporting, from 

December 7th to December 9th. It benefited 30 individuals from 

IOM’s institutional partners, such as INSD, ONARS, SEGRC, 

Djibouti Town Hall, Préfecture as well as Regional Councils. 

f  
MIGRATION AND HEALTH 

On November 17th, IOM condcuted a workshop on 

epidemiologic monitoring, in collaboration with INSD 

and WHO. In front of focal points from regional hospitals, 

migrants’ access to referral services was discussed. 

As part of its support towards national response to COVID-19, 

IOM supported the Ministry of Health with the set-up of a 

screening center at the Guelile border-post, in the Ali Sabieh 

region. 

Funded by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Population, 

Refugees and Migration (PRM), IOM also provided medical 

supplies and furnitures as well as Personal Protection Equipment 

(PPE). The launching ceremony took place on December 7th, 

under the high patronage of the Minister of Health and 

representatives of the US embassy and the Ali Sabieh Préfecture. 

Together with the Ministry of Health, awareness raising sessions 

on malaria were conducted in Arhiba, from December 23rd and 

25th, benefiting to a total of 2 979 individuals, including 1 425 

women. The main objective of the activity was to expose malaria 

risks and prevention to both local communities and migrants.  

F  
MIGRATION AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

As part of the implementation of a project on 

migration, environment and climate change (MECC), a 

second meeting of the project steering committee took place on 

November 25th, gathering representatives from several 

Ministeries, Prefectures and ONARS. Results of a littérature 

review on existing framework regarding migration and climate 

change were presented. In December, both a study on 

environment-induced migration and a research on potential 

alternative and/or adaptative livelihoods. 

2 

OIM Djibouti  Rapport mensuel | Novembre-Décembre 2020 



4  
LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

In November, an international consultancy on the 

design of the National Migration Strategy in Djibouti 

started, in support to the Ministry of Interior. The same month, 

two decrees on child protection were enacted. One focuses on 

the set-up of a National Platform and Committee on the Child’s 

Best Interest; the other one on the organisation and operation of 

the National Council on children’s rights in the Republic of 

Djibouti. A training workshop followed on December 17th on 

the determination of children’s best interest. Around the table 

were gathered actors involved in the sector of child education 

and protection, namely the Ministry of Education, Ministry of 

Health, UNFD, the Secretary of State for Youth and Sports, 

Caritas, National Gendarmerie, ONARS, the Juvenile Judge and 

UNICEF. 

i  
INTERNATIONAL MIGRANTS DAY 

IOM celebrated the International Migrants Day on 

December 16th, hosted by the French Institute of 

Djibouti. In front of more than 300 guests, an awareness raising 

video-clip on the risks of irregular migration was screened and 

eleven groups from a range of countries (including Djibouti, 

Ethiopia, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Yemen, Madagascar, 

and the Philippines) participated in a talent show. The jury 

(whose members were representatives from the EU delegation 

in Djibouti, ONARS and IOM) voted Querra Querro, a group of 

Ethiopian dancers, as the winner of this contest.  
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