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A NEW PROJECT IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN

On 8 July in Gatumba, IOM launched its project “Enhancing Integrated 
Capacity and Assistance to Crisis Affected Populations on Disease 
Outbreaks, Natural Disasters and Returns in Burundi” in partnership 
with the Governments of Burundi and Japan. His Excellency the 
Ambassador of Japan presented health equipment to the Permanent 
Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in an effort to strengthen 
the capacity of national authorities and local communities to prevent 
potential epidemics at the border.

FROM THE CHIEF 
OF MISSION’S DESK
Welcome to the July-August 2019 edition 
of the IOM Burundi newsletter. This 
edition’s highlights include recent project 
launches with the Governments of Japan 
and the Netherlands, support for Burundi’s 
Diaspora Week, NFI/ Shelter/ WASH 
assistance provided in Isale and Gatumba, 
resettlement and DTM updates, and 
activities carried out by the Psychosocial 
Support mobile team, among others.

Over the past two months, IOM has 
been working in close coordination with 
government counterparts, UN Agencies and 
stakeholders to combat the spread of Ebola 
virus disease (EVD). In July, the Ministry of 
Public Health and the Fight against AIDS 
(MSPLS) and IOM signed an agreement 
strengthening the future partnership and 
collaboration between these two entities. 
During the Ebola Preparedness Strategic 
Oversight Group’s inaugural meeting in 
July, it was agreed with support from 
WHO that IOM will lead EVD cross-border 
coordination and implementation activities. 

Together with the government and the 
humanitarian community, we will continue 
to strengthen preparedness efforts along 
all of Burundi’s borders and tirelessly work 
against the spread of Ebola.

AJ Morgen, IOM Burundi Chief of Mission

PROJECT LAUNCHES

   ADVOCATING FOR SAFE, ORDERLY AND 
DIGNIFIED MIGRATION AT IOM BURUNDI  
HAS BEEN MY BIGGEST HONOR. 
I’M LOOKING FORWARD TO CONTINUING 
OUR WORK IN BURUNDI ALONGSIDE THE 
HUMANITARIAN COMMUNITY IN SUPPORT 
OF THE COUNTRY’S DEVELOPMENT. ”

“

3-YEAR COUNTER TRAFFICKING PROJECT 
WITH THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS

Thanks to support from the Kingdom of the Netherlands, on 11 July 
IOM launched a 3-year project “Counter-trafficking in Burundi 
2019-2022” with his Excellency the First Vice President. This 
project aims to strengthen human security for communities affected 
by traff icking in persons and to provide appropriate assistance to 
victims.
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IOM SUPPORTS BURUNDI DIASPORA 
WEEK FOR FOURTH TIME

For the fourth time, IOM and the Government of 
Burundi have collaborated to organize the Burundi 
Diaspora Week, which took place from 22-26 July. 
During this period, members of the Burundian 
diaspora toured Bururi, Gitega and Rumonge 
provinces. These tours provided the opportunity 
for the diaspora to gather ideas for business and 
investment opportunities in Burundi. 

More than 450 participants came together 
from Burundian Diaspora Associations spanning 5 
continents, including countries such as Australia, 
Belgium, Canada, Ethiopia, France, Kenya, Italy, 
Netherlands, South Africa, the United Arab 
Emirates, the United Kingdom, the United States 
and Zambia. Non-governmental organizations and 
government, public and private sector partners 
participated in the events. 

IOM is working with the Government of Burundi 
to f ind opportunities for engaging, enabling, and 
empowering the Burundi diaspora to share their 
unique skills, knowledge, and ideas with the people 
of Burundi.

WORKSHOP HELD ON USING DRAMATIC 
ART  TO ADDRESS PSYCHOSOCIAL PROBLEMS

IOM’s Mental Health and Psycho Social team organized a workshop 
on psychodrama for 12 theatre actors from the company Tubiyage, 
Les enfoirés de Sanoladente and Umunyinya ASBL on the stage of 
the French Institute in Burundi. The aim was to highlight the role 
of dramatic art as a way to express psychosocial problems, but 
also as a tool to use in the therapeutic process. 

PSYCHOSOCIAL MOBILE TEAM REACHES 2,000 
PEOPLE WITH PUPPET SHOW

At the end of July, IOM’s Psychosocial Support mobile team 
traveled to Makamba and Rutana provinces to reach more 
than 2,000 people in 3 different hills in Kayogoro and 
Giharo districts with a puppet show. Themes of the show 
focused on trauma healing, psychological distress detection 
and referral, family mediation and solidarity with returnees. 

TRAINING HELD FOR HEALTH WORKERS ON 
PSYCHOLOGICAL FIRST AID (PFA) 

At the end of August, IOM organized a 3-day training of 
trainers on Psychological First Aid to 30 participants, including 
psychologists from the Ministry of Health, local NGO Nacham 
Africa, Trauma Healing and Reconciliation Services (THARS), 
IOM staff and participants from the Protection Sector. 
Following the training, a further 180 community health 
workers from the Ministry of Health will be trained in PFA as 
well as 150 volunteers from Nacham Africa who are involved 
in psychosocial support activities in public and private hospitals. 

PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT (PSS)LABOUR MIGRATION 
AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

EQUIPMENT DONATION TO THE 
BURUNDIAN POSTAL SERVICE

Thanks to the Governments of Belgium and 
Turkey, IOM Burundi donated a full sound system 
to support the Burundian Postal Service (RNP) to 
be used in the promotion activities of the money 
transfer system called “Rungika.” The donated 
equipment includes speakers, microphones, an 
amplif ier, a tripod and cables.
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All of IOM’s current PSS activities are made possible thanks to 
support from the UN Peacebuilding Support Office (PBSO).
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MONITORING VISITS HELD 
IN MUYINGA

On 24-25 July, monitoring visits were held 
in Muyinga province where, IOM, thanks 
to support from the UK Department 
for International Development (DFID), 
is supporting vulnerable displaced 
populations and the communities which 
receive them. Theatre plays about 
social cohesion between returning 
refugees from Tanzania and their host 
communities took place, and IOM and 
DFID staff talked to those who are 
being supported with cash rental grants. 
They visited the houses of several 
returnees in Giteranyi commune which 
are currently being repaired, as well as a 
school which is being rehabilitated by 35 
people from the host and returnee 
community engaged through a cash-
for-work initiative.

IOM STRENGTHENS EBOLA PREPAREDNESS IN 
BURUNDI

On Tuesday, 23 July during the Ebola Preparedness Strategic Oversight 
Group’s inaugural meeting, it was agreed with support from WHO that 
IOM will take the lead on Cross-border coordination and implementation 
activities. As next steps, IOM will work quickly to (1) assemble relevant 
technical counterparts to identify gaps, coordinate activities, and 
outline a plan for moving forward, (2) work with WHO and OCHA 
to more thoroughly outline indicators related to PoEs and crossborder 
initiatives, and (3) engage with the Ministry of Health (MoH) to discuss 
a revision and strengthening of existing mechanisms for crossborder 
engagement towards EVD and emerging health threat preparedness. 

Essential equipment such as examination tables, beds, and stethoscopes 
has been procured for six (6) points of entry – Gatumba, Vugizo, 
Ruhwa, Mparambo, Kagwema, and Rumonge. Six motorcycles are also 
in the process of being procured, one for each PoE listed above, 
thanks to funding from the Government of Japan. 

Further equipment will be procured for five (5) points of entry 
in Bujumbura Rural, Rumonge, and Kirundo through the EU-funded 
Resilience project with WHO, launched in June 2019. Lists of 
equipment will be determined based on IOM’s completed assessment 
and in coordination with local authorities and the MoH. Further 
community engagement activities will also be rolled out in target 
provinces in coordination with local authorities, aimed towards 
informing the public on the transmission and control of infectious 
diseases, including Ebola. 

MIGRANT PROTECTION AND ASSISTANCE

TRANSITION AND
 RECOVERY

OVERVIEW OF ACHIEVEMENTS IN SUMMER 2019
Counter-traff icking activities are currently being carried out throughout the entire country thanks to funding provided 
by the Netherlands, and in Rutana, Ruyigi, Muyinga and Makamba provinces for other Protection projects funded by 
European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO), Japan and Germany. In the context of these 
projects, 50 community dialogues were held in Makamba, Rutana and Ruyigi provinces targeting 1,050 participants. 
A total of 87 vulnerable cases were identif ied for assistance in Makamba, Rutana, and Muyinga provinces, 40 among 
whom will receive direct support from IOM. Three radio spots designed to sensitize communities on Traff icking in 
Persons (TiP), Family planning and GBV were developed and broadcast, and 1,050 portable solar-powered radios 
were distributed to communities in Makamba and Rutana provinces. In Burundi, IOM actively participates in the 
Protection Cluster Meeting held monthly, which is led by UNHCR.
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MIGRATION AND HEALTH
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SUPPORTING DISPLACED POPULATIONS 
AND HOST COMMUNITIES IN ISALE AND 
GATUMBA

Thanks to support from the Governments of Japan and Germany, 119 
households recently affected by strong winds and torrential rains 
in Isale, Bujumbura Rural province, were supported with essential Non-
Food Item (NFI) and Hygiene kits, latrines, host grants and shelter repair 
kits. Additionally, sensitization sessions on good hygiene practices, the 
use of Aquatabs and latrine construction were carried out in Isale 
following this distribution.

In Gatumba, in response to the recent torrential rains, 85 households 
were assisted with emergency family Ventilated Improved Pit (VIP) 
latrines and 35 households were supported with emergency shelter 
kits, thanks to support from the Government of Germany and the UK 
Department for International Development (DFID).

DISPLACEMENT TRACKING MATRIX: IOM Burundi published the May and June DTM dashboards (https://displace-
ment.iom.int/burundi) with the number of IDPs by province, IDP provinces of origin, periods of displacement, accom-
modation types of IDPs, displacement reasons, displacement trends and natural disaster displacements by province.

DTM activities are supported by the UK Department for International Development (DFID), the Government of Germany, and 
the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC).

DISPLACEMENT TRACKING MATRIX (DTM) 

109,372
Internally Displaced Persons

77% of displacement
due to natural disasters

3% decrease 
in the number of IDPs

As of July 2019, The DTM recorded:

FLOW MONITORING: Flow Monitoring data highlights areas that are particularly prone to internal, cross-border and 
sub-regional migration. This data is essential for providing a better understanding of the movements and evolving needs 
of populations in transit, as well as the socio-economic, geographic and demographic characteristics of the migrants 
traveling through these points. IOM continued f low monitoring in Cankuzo, Muyinga, Ruyigi and Rutana provinces 
at 8 unofficial borders crossings on the Burundi-Tanzania border and at 3 border crossings in Bujumbura Rural 
and Bubanza on the Burundi-DRC border during the month of July. IOM also published the June Flow Monitoring 
Report highlighting the details of 51,705 movements observed on the Burundi-Tanzania border of which 84% 
are Burundian nationals and 48% traveled for economic reasons with an intended duration of stay of less than 
6 months. This report covers the demographics, reasons for migration, intended durations of stay and origins and 
destinations of the migrant population.

NFI/SHELTER/WASH

TECHNICAL BORDER ASSESSMENT FOR 
EQUIPMENT DONATION AT GATUMBA 
BORDER POST

With support from the Government of Japan, the IBM team 
conducted a technical border assessment at Gatumba border 
post (Bujumbura Rural) ahead of solar panel installation and 
provision of IT equipment. After the equipment donation, it 
is expected that officials manning these points of entry will 
provide improved services to migrants and have increased 
capacity to manage population flows at the border.

SUPPORTING INTER-AGENCY, LOCAL 
AND CROSS-BORDER COORDINATION 
ON EVD PREVENTION

On 14-15 August, the IBM team attended a meeting among 
five EVD priority countries and partners for two days in the 
DRC to enhance cross-border preparedness and tighten 
response measures against Ebola. In Burundi, the IBM team 
actively participates in meetings and activities organized 
by the EVD prevention taskforce, and closely works with 
the health team to ensure an integrated response to 
preparedness matters along the country’s borders.

IMMIGRATION AND BORDER MANAGEMENT
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For more information please contact:
IOM Burundi Project Development and Support Unit

Email: IOMBurundiPDSU@iom.int
www.iom.int/countries/burundi
  IOMBurundi     @IOMBurundi

RESETTLEMENT 

The majority of refugees resettled went to the USA under 
the United States Refugee Admissions Program (USRAP) 
program. Since the beginning of the USRAP Fiscal Year (01 
October 2018 ending 30 September 2019), a total of 2,600 
refugees have been resettled to USA. Tundula Zabibu, one 
of the Congolese refugees, spent 17 years of her life in a 
refugee camp in Muyinga province, Burundi. Now 24, she is 
about to embark on an exciting, new chapter in the Unit-
ed States, where she was recently resettled along with her 
young daughter. Her resettlement journey was made possi-
ble thanks to support from the Government of the United 
States of America.

MIGRATION HEALTH ASSESSMENT CENTER (MHAC) 

IOM Burundi’s Migration Health Assessment Center continued providing a variety of support to migrants and Congo-
lese refugees who will be resettled to third countries. In July and August, more than 1,500 doses of vaccines were 
administered, including Measles (MR), Rubella, Diptheria (DPT), Pertussis, Tetanus, Polio, Hepatitis B, Haemophilus 
Inf luenza B, Pneumococcal (PCV13) and Rotavirus - mainly the vaccines that are included within the Burundi national 
vaccination programme as booster doses for those who may not have received the complete doses in childhood due 
to their displacement. 

555 chest x-rays were performed to screen for pulmonary tuberculosis, 50 patients with chronic medical condi-
tions were seen and provided medication, and 31 mental health patients were reviewed and provided medication 
and counseling. A total of 476 health assessments were carried out (50% women, 50% men), and each of these 
476 individuals underwent Ebola screening through a questionnaire and temperature screen. 
IOM is dedicated to promoting the health of migrants and communities throughout Burundi. 

424
departures

47
departures

2
departures

RESETTLEMENT AND MIGRATION HEALTH ASSESSMENT CENTER
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