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01 General Overview

The governorate of Idleb and its adjacent countryside's of Aleppo and Hama governorates are
considered to be the last resort for the civilians fleeing the crimes of the Syrian regime, where
the civilians were forcibly displaced coming from all the Syrian governorates towards Idleb.
There are around 3.5 million civilians settled in the governorate of Idleb and its adjacent
countryside’s of Aleppo and Hama governorates, 1.5 million of which are IDPs.

02 SOCHI Agreement

The Syrian regime, with the support of its international allies, launched several military
campaigns to gain control of Idleb governorate, with the last one launched in August 2018. The
Syrian regime escalated its military operations and continued shelling Idleb governorate until
SOCHI agreement was reached by Turkey and Russia on 7 September 2018. The agreement
requires setting up a 15-20 km demilitarized zone along the contact line between the Syrian
regime troops and opposition forces in Idleb, Hama and Aleppo governorates. Turkey, which
guarantees the commitment of the opposition forces to the agreement, deployed its observation
posts in opposition-held areas. Likewise, Russian forces stepped up their deployment in the
buffer zone within the territory under the control of the regime's forces, as the guarantor of the
regime's commitment to the implementation of the agreement.

03 The Sequence of Events

on 9 October O the opposition factions announced a complete withdrawal of heavy and

medium weapons from the de-escalation zone stipulated in the
Turkish-Russian agreement.

On 26 October O the Syrian regime shelled Raffa town affiliated with the area in the
7 southern Idleb countryside, killing 7 civilians, including 3 children, 3
women, dozens of wounded and forcing most of the inhabitants to flee

the town. The shelling also targeted Skik and Tamanaa towns.
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02 November O the Syrian regime violently shelled the villages and towns of the eastern
countryside of Idleb, resulting in casualties in the town of Jarjnaz
i affiliated with Ma'arrat An Nu'man district. The death toll rose to 10
civilians, including a child. 3 civilians died in medical points as a result of
their severe injuries. The Syrian regime targeted the towns during Friday
prayer, resulting in a high number of casualties and injuries. The Syrian
regime also shelled with heavy artillery the lands around one of the
Turkish observation posts near Sarman town causing panic among the
i residents, who through the areas close to the observation posts to be
i safe.

09 November O the Syrian regime shelled the outskirts of Khan Shaykun city, in addition

to the towns of Skik, Jarjnaz and Tah. Friday prayer was cancelled in the
mosques of Jirjnaz town due to the heavy shelling and fear of massacres
there.

09 November O in northern Hama countryside, a group of Iranian militias and the Syrian
regime forces infiltrated a military base of the opposition forces and killed
all of the 19 opposition fighters stationed at the point. The Iranian militias
and the regime forces took control of this point prompting the opposition
forces to attack the infiltrators and regain control of that military point
after inflicting heavy losses on the regime forces and Iranian militias. The
Syrian regime also shelled with heavy artillery the outskirts of Murak,
Atshan, and Maarkaha which are under the control of the opposition.

16 November O the Syrian regime shelled with heavy artillery and mortar shells the towns
7 of Babuline, Um Jalal, Tamanaah, the eastern outskirts of Jarjnaz, Skik
and Abu Makki, south of Heish, and Qatra. One child was killed, another
1 was wounded due to the shelling.
17 November O the Syrian regime shelled Al-Khansa school in the city of Jarjnaz with
™ surface to surface missiles. The shelling resulted in @ casualties, including
i 3children, and 4 women, in addition to dozens of wounded children. The
: Syrian regime also shelled with heavy artillery the agricultural lands
i+ surrounding Hbit town, and also shelled with the surface to surface
missiles Kafrsajna town resulting in several civilian casualties.

24 Novembero the Syrian regime shelled Al-Khansa school in the city of Jarjnaz with
7~ surface to surface missiles. The shelling resulted in @ casualties, including
3 children, and 4 women, in addition to dozens of wounded children. The
Syrian regime also shelled with heavy artillery the agricultural lands
surrounding Hbit town, and also shelled with the surface to surface
missiles Kafrsajna town resulting in several civilian casualties.
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27 November O the Syrian regime shelled with heavy artillery and surface to surface
missiles the towns of Jarjnaz, Tah, Khwein, Tamanaah and Um Jalal,
resulting in the death of a child in Tah town.

28 November O , the Russian reconnaissance overflights continued throughout the day
over of the governorate of Idleb and connecting the countryside's of
Aleppo and Hama governarates, and by sunset, the Syrian regime fired
artillery shells and missiles targeting the towns of Idleb including
Tamanaah, Um Jalal, Khwein, Skik, Babuline and Qatra in southern Idlleb
countryside resulting in several civilian casualties.

29 November O the Syrian regime shelled the towns of Skik, big Khwein, Tah, Um Jalal,

Jirjnaz, Tahtaya, Um Elkhalayel and Farja. One woman was killed in the
shelling on Jarjnaz in addition to several injuries. The shelling on Tah also
resulted in several injuries, where some of which were critical. The
shelling caused population displacement towards the north of Idleb
governorate. In the eastern countryside of Idleb, the Syrian regime shelled
the towns of Qatra, Shara - Sharat Elajayez resulting in the displacement
of several families towards the central areas of Idleb governorate.

30 November O the Syrian regime shelled with heavy artillery and surface to surface
™ missiles the towns of Jirjnaz, and Tah causing 5 casualties in the town of
Tah and displacement of a large part of the population of the two towns
due to the heavy shelling. It is worth mentioning that the shelling took
place during the reconnaissance overflights in Idleb governorate, which,
according to several sources, are believed to send precise information
related to locations targeted in the shelling.

December
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2018

1 November the Syrian regime shelled the towns of Jarjnaz, Farja, Al Jisat, big
Khweein, Zarzur, Msheirfeh, and Tah resulting in several civilian
casualties. The Education Directorate of the Syrian Interim Government
suspended schools on Saturday and Sunday in several villages within the
southern countryside of Idleb governorate due to the escalation of the
shelling.
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In the last week of November 2016

Ma'arrat An Nu'ma
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