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Introduction  
 
International Medical Corps has provided a new frontline  
ambulance which will be operated in the Western Mountains 

 
The security situation in Misurata was relatively 
quiet from July 14-18 following intense fighting 
in days previous. While limited shelling was 
reported on July 15-16, rockets landed in 
Awlad Aboshala and Al-Redat Mantikas, with 
three people killed and one injured.  Reports 
indicate that large scale NATO activity 
continued towards Zliten from July 13 -17. 
Overall this week, there have not been any 
major movements of the frontlines. 
 
On July 19, two deaths and four injuries were 
reported among rebel fighters in Misurata.  

The UN inter-agency assessment team 
completed its 4 day assessment of urgent humanitarian needs in Misurata on July 14. The team also 
assessed the security situation on the ground and confirmed though aspects of normalcy have 
returned to Misurata, fighting continues in the area and the city remains highly vulnerable to 
intermittent rocket attacks. Access to Misurata for humanitarian actors continues to only be possible 
by sea, as insecurity around the city prevents access by land. Although shops and markets were 
noted to have started re-opening, rising food prices and limited availability of cash hinder the majority 
of people from buying adequate food supplies. The immediate health needs are reported to be serious 
in Misurata due to the interruptions in the supply of life-saving medicines and medical supplies. Urgent 
health needs include: vaccines for children and health personnel, including nurses, midwives, and 
other hospital staff. 

Protracted fighting in and around Misurata has also exposed children to risks associated with armed 
conflict. UNICEF has identified an urgent need for psychosocial support for children and child friendly 
spaces (CFS). Other major concerns identified were the large quantities of Explosive Remnants of 
War present throughout the city. Community Leaders interviewed claimed there was a 15 km 
minefield between Misurata and Zliten (60km west of Misurata), which has caused the deaths of two 
civilians and 30 injured casualties. 

On July 11, IOM also undertook its 11th evacuation mission to Misurata  evacuating  232  third-
country nationals (mostly young single males)  as well as over 40 war-wounded during this trip. Since 
mid-April, a total of nearly 7,900 migrants and war-wounded have been evacuated from the city. While 
in Misurata, IOM also conducted an assessment of the camp hosting migrants. The assessment 
revealed an urgent need for additional tents and hygiene supplies, as well as improved cooking 
facilities. Congestion and rising tensions in the camp necessitated the evacuation of men during this 
mission, while a forthcoming mission is planned to evacuate additional migrants and severe medical 
cases and will prioritize the evacuation of families, particularly women and children. 

As of July 16, UNHCR and IOM estimated that 710,000 people had fled Libya due to the conflict. Of 
these, around 100,000 are Libyans and 610,000 non-Libyans, the majority of whom have returned to 
their countries of origin. IOM estimates that around 2,700 TCNs are in need of repatriation assistance 
throughout the conflict-affected areas. In addition, UNHCR estimates that there are approximately 



 

 

218,000 internally displaced people inside Libya, of which around 69,000 are in opposition controlled 
parts of the country, 49,000 are in the Tripoli area, and around 100,000 are in the Nafusa Mountains 
area. These estimates have not been confirmed and are subject to change due to frequent population 
movement. 
 

As of July 19, 2011: 
 
LIBYA/TUNISIA BORDER AREA 
 
International Medical Corps’ health clinics at the Ra’s Ajdir, Shousha, Shousha 2 (formerly the 
IFRC/al-Hayat camp) and Dehibat provided 1,212 consultations from July 2-16. To assist with patient 
transfer, International Medical Corps’ ambulance service at Shousha will be extended for another 
month.  
 
The Mental Health and Psychosocial Support Assessment identifying the psychological needs of 
Libyan urban refugees in Tunisia is ongoing. International Medical Corps is also planning to shortly 
launch a reproductive health program in Ra’s Ajdir, Shousha and Dehibat to address identified needs.  
 
WESTERN LIBYA 
 
As of July 15, International Medical Corps launched an ambulance service (a fully out-fitted 
ambulance) to service the frontlines in the Western Mountains.  The ambulance is staffed by two 
doctors and two nurses to provide vital medical care to frontline casualties. However, as the frontlines 
are currently split in two different directions, additional ambulances are needed to service the 
frontlines as well as to assist with transfers to and between hospitals. 
 
In response to the need for Narcotic medications, International Medical Corps delivered 500 ampoules 
of fentanyl to hospital directors of the Nalut, Jadu, and Zintan hospitals. Additional medicines and 
medical supplies were delivered to Yefren and Kikla from July 14-16 and 1,500 doses of vaccines will 
be delivered to the Nalut, Jadu, Zintan hospitals and nearby vaccination centers on July 19-20.  
 
International Medical Corps’ one month Emergency Medic Training Program in Misurata which 
covered topics on Basic Life Support, Advanced Cardiac Life Support, Patient Assessment, Head 
Trauma, Chest Trauma, Immobilization & Transport, Musculoskeletal/Orthopedic Injuries Airway 
Management, Vascular Injuries, Triage Systems, Spinal Trauma, and Burn Management came to 
completion on July 14. A total of 33 medics completed the course and will be deployed to the front 
lines to provide on-scene care, patient stabilization and preparation for transport as well as to provide 
care in the ambulances, forward aid stations, field hospitals, and the receiving hospital. Further medic 
trainings are planned to address the ongoing need for trained medics. 
 
International Medical Corps’ field hospital in Dafniya received 136 patients from July 13-18, and has 
treated 745 patients to date. International Medical Corps teams there continue to provide both major 
and minor surgeries, consultations and dressing changes. 108 ambulance trips both from the 
frontlines to the field hospital and from the field hospital to Misurata have been undertaken by 
International Medical Corps field hospital to date. 
 
International Medical Corps’ volunteer surgeons continue to provide support in Al-Hilal, Al-Hikma and 
the Field Hospitals. At the two hospitals in Misurata, 37 surgeries were performed by International 
Medical Corps surgeons from July 13-18.  
 
EASTERN LIBYA 
 
In response to an urgent appeal made by the MSO (central MoH warehouse) for donations to offset 
stock-outs, International Medical Corps donated 186 boxes of drugs and consumables on July 19.  
 



 

 

Mobile health teams (MHTs) continue to support the provision of primary health care. The MHTs 
visited four sites, two in Al-Marj and two in Ajdabiya from July 14-18 and conducted 118 consultations, 
including 78 pediatric cases and 40 internal medicine cases. On July 15, International Medical Corps 
seconded a general surgeon to support the Ajdabiya hospital which has seen increased patient 
caseloads due to casualties from the Brega frontlines. He has since assisted with 40 war-related 
surgeries from July 15-18. 
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