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International Medical Corps Key Activities 
 

Tripoli: Teams are continuing to provide support for healthcare needs in Tripoli. Staffing support is 
being provided to the Al Khadra hospital and capacity building trainings have been held at the Mitiga 
hospital and Tripoli Medical Centre. Assessments have been undertaken, including a rapid 
assessment of primary healthcare services and currently continuing mental health and psychosocial 
support and gender-based violence needs assessments. 

Sirte, Bani Walid and Misurata: A surgical team has been deployed towards Sirte in response to 
high numbers of casualties reported from the outbreak of fighting for control of the city. Support is also 
being provided to a field hospital near Bani Walid and equipment and supplies have also been 
provided for 6 ICU ambulances which are providing medical evacuations in the region. Nursing 
support also continues in Misurata. 

Sebha: International Medical Corps is pre-positioning staff and supplies, including possible 
deployment of a field hospital to Sebha, in anticipation of fighting moving towards southern Libya as 
rebels contest the remaining Gaddafi stronghold areas. 

Western Libya:  Continuing support is being provided to the Nalut, Kabaw, Jadu and Zintan hospitals 
in the Western Mountains, with 2361 consultations undertaken September 4-11.  While the need for 
care provided for conflict-related injuries is decreasing, follow on care needs are currently increasing. 

Libya/Tunisia border: International Medical Corps is operating two health posts which provided 
medical care to 535 Libyan refugees and third country nationals over the period September 5-11. 
Trainings were also conducted, including hygiene practices training held for camp refugees and GBV 
responder trainings held for 13 healthcare staff. 

Eastern Libya: Mobile health teams are providing primary health care in the Al Marj and Ajdabiya 
regions, with 333 consultations provided September 4-11. Nursing support is continuing to be 
provided in Benghazi and Ajdabiya and physical rehabilitation services for war-wounded patients 
continue at the Benghazi Medical Center Rehabilitation Unit. Psychological first aid and GBV 
basics/guiding principles trainings continue and plans have been made to provide these trainings to 
assist the Office of Martyrs to provide support to released prisoners and families who have lost loved 
ones in the conflict. 



 

 

Introduction: 

Following failed negotiations for loyalists in Sirte to 
surrender, rebel forces entered Gaddafi’s home town 
of Sirte on September 15 with a reported 900 armed 
pick-up trucks, gaining control of the entrance points 
to the city. Resulting casualties were high, with an 
International Medical Corps team at Al Hayshah 
(between Sirte and Misurata) reporting 43 injured and 
9 dead received at the first aid port from fighting in 
Sirte and Abu Nujaym, on the southern route towards 
Jufra. Fighting in Sirte was reported to be fierce 
today, as rebels pushed to gain control of the 
western, northern and southern parts of Sirte. Initial 
reports of the humanitarian situation inside the town 
are that the conditions for civilians are dire, with no 
water, electricity, and little food, after the town has 
faced siege conditions for months. 
 
Fighting for control of Bani Walid is ongoing, with the 
nearby Abdu Radf field hospital, supported by Libyan 
Volunteer Doctors and International Medical Corps, 
providing care for casualties. The Bani Walid hospital 
in the town is currently not operational, without 
staffing or supplies. 
 
Gaddafi forces are still in control of the towns of Hun, 
Sokna and Waddan in the Jufra region south of Sirte, 
as well as Sebha, in southern Libya and the strategic 
road in between. 
 
With the conflict still continuing in pockets of Libya, 
and many other areas in Libya still recovering from the  
conflict, health needs continue to be a critical need in Libya.  

As of September 16 2011: 
 

TRIPOLI 
 

International Medical Corps is continuing to provide 
support for healthcare needs in Tripoli as the city 
recovers from the conflict impacted upon the city. At 
the Al Khadra hospital, one of the largest in Tripoli, 
International Medical Corps is providing staffing 
support to meet current gaps, including nurses and 
doctors. Teams are also continuing to conduct 
capacity building trainings, with a two day cardio-
pulmonary resuscitation skills training held on 
September 7-8 at Mitiga Hospital for 35 participants. 
In addition, a training for volunteer medical students 
was held by a volunteer cardiologist on reading ECG 
print outs at the Tripoli Medical Center. 

International Medical Corps training participants in CPR at 
Mitiga Hospital, Tripoli 



 

 

A rapid health assessment has also been undertaken to gather information regarding primary health 
care services within Tripoli. The focus of this assessment was on elucidating the current availability of 
health services in the polyclinics, the systems in use and identification of priority gaps. Preliminary 
findings indicate that main health concerns are long standing and are not as a direct result of the 
conflict.  
 

Mental Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS) and Gender Based Violence (GBV) assessments 
are also currently underway in Tripoli, with International Medical Corps’ teams focusing on training 
needs and the integration of mental health services into primary health care services. 

 
SIRTE, BANI WALID & MISURATA 
 

International Medical Corps has deployed a surgical team towards Sirte in response to the outbreak of 
fighting in the city. The team will provide critically needed staffing and supply support to provide care 
for all casualties of the conflict. In addition, International Medical Corps along with Libyan Volunteer 
Doctors, are providing support to the Al Hayshah first aid port, located between Sirte and Misurata. 43 
injured and 9 dead were received from the fighting on September 15. This is the closest aid station 
with ER and OT capabilities to Sirte and fighting further south and a Misurata helicopter is also 
transferring patients from the station to Misurata. Needed medicines and medical supplies are being 
provided as supply stocks are very limited. Nurses, surgeons and management for hospital operations 
are also needed to boost current staffing.  
 
Outside of Bani Walid, International Medical Corps is providing support to the Abdu Radf field hospital 
to enhance their capacity to respond. The team assisting volunteer Libyan medical staff that are 
operating the facility through providing needed medicines and medical supplies, assistance to 
organize the station and nursing care for casualties. International Medical Corps is also planning to 
additional needed medical supplies, including Interagency Emergency Health Kits (IEHKs), to Bani 
Walid and Sirte. Supplies and medical staff are also ready to be deployed to Al Jufra should fighting 
progress further south.  
 
In addition to providing nursing support at the Al Hilal hospital, the team in Misurata has been 
supporting the Misurata Emergency Ambulance Centre to equip six ambulances with the capacity to 
provide ICU transportation care. Medical supplies and disposables have also been provided to restock 
the ambulances as needed. These ambulances are now serving the frontlines at Sirte and Bani Walid, 
providing essential medical evacuations for conflict casualties 
 

SEBHA 
 

International Medical Corps is planning the possible deployment of a field hospital towards Sirte in 
anticipation of fighting moving towards southern Libya as rebels contest the remaining Gaddafi 
stronghold areas. In continuation of the successful Dafniya field hospital model that International 
Medical Corps implemented outside of Misurata, plans are underway to provide surgical specialists, 
nurses, diagnostic technicians and all necessary equipment, medical supplies and medicines to 
ensure immediate and effective set-up of the field hospital as emergency needs require. 
 
WESTERN LIBYA 
 

In the Western Mountains, International Medical Corps provided care for 2361 patients at the four 
supported hospitals at Nalut, Jadu, Zintan and Kabaw over the week September 4 – 11. The majority 
of these visits were for general medical complaints, with 364 patients (15% of total consultations) 
requiring care for conflict-related injuries. Figure 1 shows this information over page. While the need 
for care provided for conflict-related injuries is decreasing, follow on care needs are currently 
increasing (including dressing changes and cast removal). Among the reporting hospitals, 266 (11%) 
of the total consultations were pregnancy-related. Following pregnancy related care, chronic 
conditions including diabetes and hypertension were the main reasons for visits. 



 

 

 
Figure 1: Total Number of Patients According to Reason for Visit at 

International Medical Corps-supported facilities in the Western Mountains. 

 
LIBYA/TUNISIA BORDER AREA 
 
International Medical Corps continues to operate two 24-hour health posts at the Al Hayat and 
Shousha camps near the Ra’s Ajdir border. Due to reduced population movements in Dehibat, 
support is no longer needed at the Dehibat field hospital health post. At the Shousha and Al Hayat 
camp health posts, 535 patients were provided with consultations from September 5-11. These were 
mostly general medical consultations, however an increase in emergency care was noted towards the 
end of the week, with 23 patients transferred to higher level facility care. At the Al Hayat camp, 
International Medical Corps conducted a session on hygiene practices for camp refugees. GBV 
responder trainings were also conducted from September 5-9 for 13 healthcare staff working at 
International Medical Corps Shousha and Al Hayat camps to prepare medical staff to respond to 
potential GBV cases among Libyan and third country national refugees coming from Libya. 
 

EASTERN LIBYA  
 
Support for nine primary healthcare facilities in the regions of Al Marj and Ajdabiya is continuing to be 
provided by International Medical Corps mobile health teams. During the period September 4-11, the 
teams provided a total of 333 consultations in the field of internal medicine, pediatrics and OB/GYN. In 
collaboration with the Jordanian Health Aid Society, International Medical Corps also continue their 
support for nursing caring at major referral hospitals in Benghazi, Ajdabiya and Misrata. Over this 
period, these nurses have cared for 864 patients at all hospitals. 
 

International Medical Corps also continues to provide emergency rehabilitation services for war-
wounded casualties the Benghazi Medical Centre rehabilitation unit. 32 new patients were seen 
during the week September 4-11, with a total of 80 Physical Therapy sessions provided for these 
patients. 
 
Psychological First Aid (PFA) trainings continue to be conducted by International Medical Corps 
teams to equip staff with the skills and tools needed to support and manage the needs of a population 
exposed to distressing events. Nine participants (two from the mobile medical unit and seven medical 
students) were trained at the Benghazi Medical Centre over this past week. Further trainings are 
planned, including a training in Derna on psychosocial interventions for children for school teachers.  
 



 

 

A training on GBV basics and guiding principles was conducted by International Medical Corps at the 
Benghazi Medical Center on August 23- 24. 14 Psychologists and social workers were trained on 
basic concepts and fundamental guiding principles in dealing with all types of GBV.  
 
A meeting was held with members from the Office of Martyrs, which has been tasked with the 
responsibility of collecting data for all of the released prisoners and providing support for families who 
have lost loved ones in the conflict. International Medical Corps has offered to provide support 
through conducting trainings on psychological first aid and GBV guiding principles and assisting to 
established referral pathways for cases of GBV and psychosocial support. 
 
International Medical Corps organized and facilitated a Mental Health/ Psychosocial Coordination 
Workshop held in Benghazi on September 11, 2011 for coordinating partners with the focus of the 
meeting on the distribution of mapping tools and IASC guidelines. 
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