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Introduction  
 
International Medical Corps is supporting a new frontline  
ambulance which will be operated in the Western Mountains 

The past week in Misurata has seen a 
continuation of fighting in areas between 
Dafniya and Zliten. There has been no major 
shift in frontlines, with the rebel force defensive 
line in Dafniya remaining approximately 10 km 
outside the town.  
 
On July 21-22, Gaddafi forces intensified their 
shelling on rebel positions and launched a 
counter attack with tanks pushing rebel forces 
back to Souk el Tholatha’a”, on the outskirts of 
Zliten, 2-3 kilometers southeast from the city 
centre. NATO was also reported to have 
attacked Gaddafi force positions to the east of 
Zliten, with NATO sources reporting that 13 
military targets were hit including arms’ stores 

and command centers. However, Gaddafi force sources stated that only civilian installations were only 
destroyed. Heavy shelling continues near the Dafniya field hospital, with a high number of patients 
(34) arriving on July 21 with shrapnel-related injuries. Rocket attacks on Misurata also continue, with 
rockets landing in Al-Giran Mantika in the southwest of Misurata city, close to the airport and about 8-
10 km from the city center, on July 20-23. 
 
Due to extreme temperatures in Misurata on July 23-24, the fighting was very quiet. As a result of the 
extreme heat, the city lost electricity, which was today restored. On July 24 and today there has been 
only moderate fighting on the western front, despite cooler temperatures. Long lines at gas stations 
were today observed in multiple locations after Misurata city finally received a new shipment of petrol, 
relieving many fears of fuel shortages ahead of Ramadan. The Transitional National Council (TNC) 
has now declared that journalists are no longer allowed to visit the front lines, both for their safety and 
for operational security.  
 
NATO has conducted heavy bombing campaigns in Tawarga, to the south of Misurata, destroying a 
number of Gaddafi force supplies and vehicles. The most recent reports from NATO are that Gaddafi 
forces are occupying more and more civilian spaces such as factories, farms, warehouses and food 
processing plants. Therefore, 
NATO reports that these locations 
are now valid military targets.  
 
A UN humanitarian mission 
visited Al-Khums (city to the 
north-west of Zliten) and an IDP 
site east of Zliten on July 21-22 
and an assessment of damaged 
shelter and reconstruction needs 
has begun in central Misurata, 
focusing on areas which faced the 
heaviest damage during the 
fighting. One of the major issues 



 

 

in Libya remains a lack of liquidity. While food remains available in stores and there is evidence of 
food being imported into Libya, many people do not have the cash to buy adequate amounts of food 
for their families. As the conflict continues, concern over the health situation is growing, due to a 
continued lack of access to healthcare, drugs and other medical supplies, including consumables 
(such as surgical gloves). The main health concerns are for the treatment of conflict-related injuries 
and non-communicable diseases.  
 
Fighting over Brega in the east of Libya also continues. A National Transitional Council source in 
Ajdabiya claims that 72 rebel fighter deaths and 627 wounded have occurred in Brega since July 14. 
The majority of casualties were reportedly caused by mines planted by Gaddafi forces. Opposition 
fighters claim to have recently acquired a mine sweeper that is now being currently used to clear 
mines. 
 
Battles for control of the access point into the Western Mountains are ongoing. On July 20, there was 
heavy shelling at the border coming from Al Ghazaya. On July 24, Gaddafi forces attacked the road 
between Wazin and Nalut, causing the border crossing into Libya to be temporarily closed. Grad 
rockets attacks also occurred in Nalut, however the situation had returned to be quiet in the town on 
July 25. In Jadu, Zintan, Yefren and Kikla the situation has been calm in general over the past week. 
Fighting has been centered at the three frontlines in the Western Mountains, which as of July 20 were 
at Bir Alghanam, Al Qawalish and Al Ghazaya. However, on July 25, rebels were able to push 
Gaddafi forces back to Al Asabi’ah from the Al Qawalish frontline. In addition to these frontlines, the 
National Transitional Council is reporting that a large number of Gaddafi force reinforcements (71 
vehicles) have recently arrived in Takut and Barda and are reported to be planting mines as well as 
cutting off electricity, water and communications in the region. 
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UNHCR estimates that 732,000 people have left Libya due to the conflict. Of these, over 100,000 are 
Libyans and over 632,000 are non-Libyans (IOM estimate, as of 19 July). There are currently 3,757 
TCNs staying in three camps near the Ra’s Ajdir border crossing in Tunisia. In addition, UNHCR 
estimates that there are approximately 218,000 internally displaced people inside Libya: around 
69,000 in opposition controlled parts of the country, 49,000 in the Tripoli area, and around 100,000 in 
the Nafusa Mountains area. These estimates have not been confirmed and are subject to change due 
to frequent population movement.   
 

As of July 26, 2011: 
 
LIBYA/TUNISIA BORDER AREA 
 
International Medical Corps has recently concluded a two week assessment of Mental Health and 
Psychosocial needs for Libyan urban refugees in Tunisia, which included interviews with 500 Libyan 



 

 

IDPs on existing mental health and psychosocial services within the Tataouine, Dehibat, Remada, 
Ben Gardane, and Medenine sites. The results will be utilized to identify ways in which to support 
existing local services to address these needs. 
 
International Medical Corps continues to operate four health posts in Tunisia, at Ra’s Ajdir, Shousha, 
Shousha 2 (formerly the IFRC/al-Hayat camp) and Dehibat. An additional medical team has also been 
recruited for the Shousha/Ras Ajdir camp axis to rove between the health posts and enable 
implementation of a lighter Ramadan schedule for the medical teams. UNICEF has also offered a 
donation of vaccines to the International Medical Corps team to offset existing shortages in Tunisia 
and the Western Mountains. 
 
WESTERN LIBYA 
 
The International Medical Corps’ Yefren-based mobile frontline ambulance is now fully operational 
and was dispatched to transfer patients from the al-Qawalish frontlines to nearby hospitals during the 
week. On July 25, International Medical Corps’ mobile frontline ambulance received three injured from 
the frontline; two rebel fighters and one pro-Gaddafi fighter. 
 
International Medical Corps also outfitted a Nalut ambulance with necessary and modern equipment. 
To facilitate communication between the frontline medical teams (2 ambulances and 3 medical 
facilities), additional communications equipment (sat phones/long range radios) is needed.  
 
Assessments have recently been conducted in Ar-Rujban, Bir Ayyad, Al-Rayana, Jadu, the Friends 
Field Hospital, and Qasr al-Hajj in the Western Mountains. The key findings included lack of adequate 
staffing, drugs, basic medical equipment/supplies, and lab equipment. International Medical Corps is 
seeking additional resources to provide the necessary support to these facilities. 
 
International Medical Corps also continues to provide staffing and supplies support to hospitals inside 
western Libya, with five additional medical staff (three scrub-nurses and two anesthesia 
nurses/technicians) deployed during the last week to address current shortages. 
 
International Medical Corps’ field hospital in Dafniya continues to provide vital medical care for conflict 
casualties – both Gaddafi and rebel combatants - receiving 128 patients from July 19- 23, and treating 
865 patients to date. International Medical Corps’ volunteer surgeons also continue to provide support 
in the Al-Hilal, Al-Hikma hospitals and assisted with 33, mainly maxilla-facial and orthopedic, 
operations from July 19-23. 
 
Following the conclusion of the Emergency Medic Training Program (EMTP) in Misurata on July 14, 
14 of the graduates are using their newly acquired skills to support facilities within Misurata. An 
additional eight new recruits arrived at the International Medical Corps field hospital on July 22 and 
will commence a modified clinical training program to equip them to work on ambulances transferring 
patients from the frontlines.  
 

An International Medical Corps’ gender-based violence/psychosocial support (GBV/PSS) team in 
Misurata commenced an assessment of hospitals in Misurata on July 20 to identify existing GBV/PSS 
needs. This assessment will be concluded on July 26 with the team planning to launch GBV/PSS 
services in Misurata based these assessment findings. 
 
EASTERN LIBYA 
 
The two Mobile health teams (MHTs) visited health centers in Boshala, Soltan and Zwitina and 
provided 227 consultations from July 20-23. Based on needs identified by the MHTs, International 
Medical Corps donated eight boxes of primary health care drugs to the Al-Marj Hospital on July 24. 
International Medical Corps is also assessing other sites to be covered by the MHTs, such as Jalu, 



 

 

which is approx 300km from Ajdabiya, in response to recommendations made by the Ministry of 
Health.  
 
At the Ajdabiya hospital, the International Medical Corps general surgeon assisted with two major 
surgeries and approximately 15 minor operations from July 20-23. In collaboration with the Jordan 
Health Aid Society (JHAS), International Medical Corps also continues to provide additional nursing 
capacity in Benghazi (24 nurses), Misurata (8 nurses) and Ajdabiya (2 nurses), who have assisted 
supported facilities in providing care to 986 patients. These nurses also conducted two first aid 
trainings for 32 participants in Benghazi from July 16-22.  
 
The mental health and psychosocial support team plans to expand the ongoing Psychological 
Interventions with Children’ training to specifically target  pediatricians, school psychologists, teachers 
and other key groups working directly with children. A follow-up Psychological First Aid training was 
provided on July 19 by the team at the Al-Jala Hospital. The training was attended by seven doctors 
and aimed to assess what the participants had learnt from an earlier training conducted in May. Key 
concerns raised included difficulties in dealing with anger and aggression from aggrieved families with 
injured family members at the hospital. The training participants were encouraged to continue using 
positive and negative role-playing and peer-peer counseling to improve their interaction skills. 
 
International Medical Corps also plans to launch GBV trainings on ‘Clinical Management of Rape 
Survivors’ for health workers at the Benghazi Medical Center (BMC) on July 30. The physical 
rehabilitation program, which will encompass psychosocial support services (PSS), is also expected 
to commence by mid August with the first shipment of physiotherapy equipment arriving at the BMC 
on July 26. A meeting has also been set up by the PSS team to meet and discuss training needs with 
psychologists and social workers within the facility. 
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