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Introduction  
 

On July 6, the rebels commenced a major offensive against 
Gaddafi forces in the Western Mountains in an effort to move 
towards Tripoli. On July 7, there were reports of the rebels 
having captured the town of Al-Qawalish, about 50kms of 
Gharyan, a small city that controls one of the main roads 
leading to Tripoli. 11 people were killed and 34 injured, with 
most of the patients wounded by landmines. 19 injured were 
transferred to Zintan, and 15 to Jadu. On July 7, heavy fighting 
also broke out in Asabah, east of Al-Qawalish.  
 
To date, clashes around the towns of Bir al-Ghanem and 
Asabah continue, and despite NATO support, the rebels have 
not yet advanced further north towards Tripoli or east towards 
Gharyan. 
 
Human Rights Watch reported on July 8 that Gaddafi forces 
placed at least three minefields outside of the village of Al-
Qwalish in areas with civilian traffic.  
 
UNHCR estimates that over 100,000 Libyans have been 
displaced from the Nafusa Mountains since the start of the 
conflict and that approximately 180,000 currently remain in the 

region. The recent U.N. Security and Humanitarian Access Mission highlighted that the remaining 
population in Nalut is anticipated to flee to Tunisia if electricity and running water are not restored by 
Ramadan. In Zintan, however, a return of up to 95% of the population in expected with fighting having 
moved well away from the city and with the restoration of running water and electricity. The situation 
in Wazin is improving, with the frontline moving away from the town. According to the report, 
authorities in Zintan may open a camp for those displaced from Gharyan, Asabah, Kikla and Qalaa if 
fighting reaches those areas and if it is needed. It was also reported that the Local Council is not 
allowing people from Zintan to move into recently captured pro-Gaddafi towns and that there have not 
been any reports of violation of pro-Gaddafi family members in the western mountains.  
 
Outside of Misurata, the heaviest fighting in weeks on all fronts was experienced last week. Very 
heavy shelling occurred for most of the week on the western front at Dafniya.  NATO conducted a 
number of heavy bombing missions, with information to suggest that a number of Gaddafi force battle 
tanks have been destroyed. Rebel forces are making a significant push on the outskirts of Zliten on all 
fronts, and information now suggests that they are 5-7 kilometers from the city center. Unconfirmed 
reports indicate that retreating Gaddafi forces have planted mines in the area in order to delay the 
rebels’ progress towards Zliten. As a result of the extensive fighting for the control of Zliten, a large 
number of casualties have been received at the International Medical Corps’ field hospital in Dafniya 
over the last number of days. This included injured as well as deceased. On July 6, the hospital 
received the highest number of casualties to date. This included 66 patients, many of whom were 
critically injured.  From July 5-9 alone, the field hospital provided care for 221 patients. 
 
During the end of last week, Misurata city continued to be targeted by rockets, with most impacting in 
the area of Al Habara and Al Goshi.  It was reported that a nine-year old girl was killed on Wednesday 
evening, as a result of the rocket attacks.  
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In Brega, reports indicate that NATO destroyed a fuel depot in Brega used to refuel government 
military vehicles. 
 
Air evacuations of Chadian migrants stranded in the South of Libya have been initiated by IOM. 370 
individuals have been airlifted out of Sebha and flown back to the Chadian capital. IOM plans to 
conduct additional evacuation missions to assist the additional 2,000 stranded migrants, whom are 
mainly women and children. 
 

As of July 11, 2011: 
 
LIBYA/TUNISIA BORDER AREA 
 
International Medical Corps is the process of taking over the IFRC health post at Al-Hayat transit 
camp in Ra’s Ajdir. International Medical Corps will soon commence operations at the fully equipped 
health post that consists of six tents, including a pharmacy. This will be International Medical Corps’ 
fourth health post in Tunisia providing health services for Libyans and third country nationals who 
have fled Libya, with health posts also at the Ra’s Ajdir transit facility, Shousha Camp and at Dehibat. 
 
International Medical Corps will tomorrow commence an assessment of the mental health and 
psychosocial support infrastructure to support the needs of Libyan refugees residing in Tunisia.  The 
assessment will identify the needs of the urban Libyan refugees, as well as analyze gaps in the 
existing support structure. Following the results of this assessment, International Medical Corps will 
design and seek support to implement a program targeted to meet mental health and psychosocial 
support needs for Libyan refugees, that builds upon existing local health infrastructure. 
 
WESTERN LIBYA 
 

Due to sustained fighting on the northern and eastern fronts of the western mountains, the hospitals in 
Zintan and Jadu continue to receive many patients, and are currently in need of additional nurses and 
doctors. International Medical Corps is continuing to support health facilities in the Western 
Mountains, with three medical teams providing assistance. 
 
To provide life-saving care on the moving frontlines in the Western Mountains, International Medical 
Corps is looking at establishing a mobile field clinic outside of Yefren or Zintan, depending on 
identified needs and front-line developments. This will enable immediate medical care to be provided 
to casualties prior to transfer to the hospital. To assist with transfers, an ambulance is being rented for 
utilization by the field hospital.  
 
On July 11, International Medical Corps visited the vaccination center in Zintan; one of only two such 
centers in this part of the western mountains. The center is running out of vaccines, and International 
Medical Corps is planning to provide at least one month’s worth of vaccines for continuation of these 
essential services. 
 
Outside of Misurata, International Medical Corps’ field hospital has now been open for 22 days and 
continues to provide life-saving support on the front-line. Medical treatment is provided for gunshot 
wounds, blast and shrapnel injuries, major fractures, head trauma and other injuries. Since the 
opening of the field hospital, July 6 saw the highest number of casualties received to date. 66 
patients, most critically injured, were received. Several life-saving emergency procedures were 
performed as well as minor surgeries, including the removal shrapnel. International Medical Corps 
staff also performed the first major operation, a cardiothoracic case for a patient who required a 
thoracotomy for life-threatening injuries and was unstable for transport. Once stabilized after surgery, 
the patient was transferred to a hospital ICU in Misurata.  
 
On July 7, the situation on the front-line calmed down, and 13 patients, mostly with minor injuries, 
were received at the field hospital. Due to heavy fighting on the outskirts of Zliten on July 8, at least 26 



 

 

injured were treated at the field hospital. Five deceased rebel fighters were also sent to the field 
hospital from the frontline. Since opening, the field hospital has treated a total of 527 patients (June 
18-July 9). 
 
The Minister of Health of the National Transitional Council conducted a visit to the field hospital to 
observe and discuss the function and the benefit of the field hospital with International Medical Corps 
team members. 
 
In Misurata, International Medical Corps is continuing to provide support to hospitals. The team has 
been working with the Al Hilal hospital to augment their operating theatre capacities so that they are 
able to accept major surgical cases in an effort to improve patient care and concurrently decompress 
the Al Hikma Hospital.  
 
International Medical Corps is continuing the four-week Emergency Medic Training course in Misurata 
for 50 medical students. Training components recently completed include airway management, 
vascular injuries, triage systems, spinal trauma and burn management. The clinical rotations for 
students continue at the Dafniya field hospital and as part of ambulance teams to transport and treat 
casualties from the front-line to the field hospital. 
 

EASTERN LIBYA 
 
International Medical Corps’ mobile health teams, working in four sites within the Ajdabiya region, 
provided 117 specialized consultations, the majority being pediatric and internal medicine cases from 
July 5-9. Through supporting existing local health facilities to provide primary health care, the teams 
are assisting to reduce the pressure placed on central hospitals to provide these services. 
 
International Medical Corps continues to provide 37 nurses to the understaffed Benghazi Medical 
Center and Misurata facilities. To date, the nurses have assisted in providing patient care to 1,246 in 
the facilities where they have been seconded and trained 93 local health staff on First Aid and 
Emergency Care. However, the need for nurses is ongoing, with many more needed to fill the gap left 
by the departure of hundreds of foreign nurses. 
 
A three-day PFA training (July 5-7) was jointly conducted with Mercy Corps at the Benghazi Medical 
Center with International Medical Corps’ team providing technical support. International Medical Corps 
continues to actively participate in the Protection against Violence Committee (PAVC) which is 
collaborating with the MoH to set up a hotline for the GBV survivors at the Benghazi Medical Center.  
 
Plans for the rehabilitation program in Libya are also moving forward, following comprehensive 
assessments of rehabilitation needs at the Benghazi Medical Center and facilities with out-patient 
capacity to provide rehabilitation services. The procurement of rehabilitation equipment is expected to 
be finalized shortly with a lead time of 3-4 weeks for delivery and installation of the equipment into the 
Benghazi Medical Center.  
 
Approximately 1,000 km south of Benghazi, International Medical Corps delivered medicines and 
medical supplies to Al-Kufra, in the remote south-eastern corner of Libya. This included three boxes of 
medicines and IEHK kits. 
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