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Introduction  
 
International Medical Corps is operating a field hospital in Dafniya  
to provide life-saving care to casualties of the conflict. 

 
In the western mountains, rebel fighters managed to 
capture a large weapon depot from Gaddafi forces 
in Al Qa’aa, about 25 km south of Zintan on June 
28. Two rebel fighters were killed in the attack. The 
weapon depot initially consisted of 70 buildings; 
however NATO destroyed almost half of the 
buildings a few days ago. Media reports differ on 
the weapons that were left by Gaddafi forces at the 
depot. Fighting also took place in Al-Gwaleesh, a 
town east of Zintan and approximately 50km from 
Gharyan, 
 
Fighting has also broken out on two fronts, in 
Twima (near Bir Ayyad), and Bir Al Ghanem (north-

east of Zintan). As a result of the fighting, two dead and ten wounded were taken to Zintan hospital on 
June 28. Zintan reported a big explosion in the local University, while Yefren and Qalaa were quiet 
yesterday. 
 
Al-Ghazaya, a mountain town near the Libyan/Tunisian border, continues to be a Gaddafi stronghold. 
Almost every night, there is shelling from Al-Ghazaya towards Nalut. Details about living condition, as 
well as number of residents remaining in the town are currently unknown.  
 
In Misurata, Gaddafi forces are said to have been positioning themselves heavily around the city’s 
western front over the past ten days. The most recent missile attacks on the city center indicate that 
the Gaddafi troops are now better 
equipped and preparing for a large-
scale attack on the city. Yesterday, 
fighting and shelling on the western 
fronts outside of Misurata 
continued, with 11 people treated at 
the Dafniya field hospital. Rebels 
hold positions in Dafniya as well as 
Naima, outside of Zliten.  
 
On June 28, eight rockets were 
fired toward Misurata into a residential area in Al Gherian, north-west of the airport. As a result of the 
attack, one civilian was killed. The delayed timeframe between the attacks is thought to be intended 
by Gaddafi forces in order to target first responders and inflict maximum injury. Early this morning, 
there was another rocket attack towards the city.  Six rockets landed in the district of Harbara, close to 
the Gasr Ahmed area, however there were no injuries sustained as a result of the attack.  There were 
also two Grad missile attacks which impacted to the south west of the Dafniya field hospital, 
approximately 2-3 kilometers away.  Grad missile attacks were also launched by the rebels today. 
Despite heavy shelling from both sides throughout the day, no casualties were received as a result of 
the shellings. 
 
Heavy fighting was also reported in Zliten today.   



 

 

On June 30, a rebel weapon depot in Rajma, 30km east of Benghazi, caught fire followed by several 
explosions. No one was hurt in the incident.  

As of June 30, 2011: 
 
LIBYA/TUNISIA BORDER AREA 
 

On June 27, 5,163 people entered Tunisia via the Ra’s Ajdir border, and 779 via the Dehibat border. 
As previously noted, only a small proportion of these people are Third Country Nationals (129) or 
Tunisians (343), providing explanation as to why the number of the people residing in the camps at 
the Dehibat and Ra’s Ajdir border has remained stable over the past week. On June 27, 4,014 people 
were residing at the Ra’s Ajdir camps, and 1,588 people at the Dehibat border.  
 
With the number of arrivals remaining high, International Medical Corps continues to provide services 
at the health posts at the Ra’s Ajdir transit facility and Shousha camp. With estimated numbers of 
Libyan refugees now at 70,000 in Tunisia, International Medical Corps also continues to provide 
medical consultations at the Dehibat border post. Care is also provided to casualties of the conflict 
brought over the border for treatment. 
 
International Medical Corps has identified a need to improve the referral system from the Ra’s Ajdir 
and Shousha camp field clinics to the hospitals in Ben Gardane and Zarzis. The team is currently in 
the process of renting an ambulance car, equipped with a driver and a nurse, in order to facilitate 
referrals for urgent and non-urgent cases to Ben Gardane and Zarzis. 
 
Today, International Medical Corps met with IFRC to prepare take-over of the health post at Al-Hayat 
transit camp in Ra’s Ajdir. International Medical Corps will take over tents, equipment and medical 
supplies from the Tunisian Red Crescent. The handover is estimated to take place within a week. 
 
WESTERN LIBYA 
 

International Medical Corps surgical teams continue to provide support to three health facilities in the 
Western Mountains region. As a result of the fighting in surrounding area, Zintan hospital received ten 
wounded and two dead on June 28.  
 
Prior to the conflict, Nalut had a population of 25,000, of which only about 150 families currently 
remain. As Nalut has been relatively stable, the number of residents is expected to rise, unless there 
is a change in the security situation. Currently, there are few shops open in Nalut, and the provision of 
services and goods is inconsistent. Water supply is also a problem, as the water system cannot 
provide a sufficient quantity of water, particularly if more people return. Electricity has been restored in 
Nalut after being without power for ten days. As the hospital in Nalut is the referral hospital for the 
western mountains, and International Medical Corps has provided needed medical supplies, drugs 
and an oxygen concentrator to support operation of the facility. Current needs include general 
surgeons, a urologist, a person to manage the pharmacy inventory, as well as assistance for 
laboratory operations.  
 
Assessments in Jadu have indicated that the initial population of 15,000 has in fact risen to 20,000 
due to the relative safety of the town. Some shops are open, and it is possible to find food. However, 
the shortage of cash is constraining trade. Local leaders have responded to this problem, by providing 
cash donations received by wealthy Libyans to local families. While electricity is being supplied by a 
power plant nearby, water supply and quality are of concern with the number of residents rising. The 
hospital in Jadu is also affected by this rise in population, and is stretched to capacity with the number 
of patients and a shortage of nursing staff. As most of the foreign staff has left, medical personnel 
trained school teachers and other member of the general population in basic first aid to support them 
with everything from wound care to general surgery. International Medical Corps has provided needed 



 

 

supplies and hygiene kits. Current needs include one post-op nurse, an ICU nurse, general nurses, a 
general surgeon, an orthopedic surgeon, as well as uniforms for staff. 
 
In Zintan, the population of 35,000 shrunk to about 20,000, but is currently rising again. Water comes 
from a reservoir outside the city. As there is no water system, water is trucked and houses have 
cisterns and tanks to store water. A power plant near Jadu provides electricity for Zintan. While no 
markets are open and little is available, there is one storage depot where food and household material 
are stocked for general use. At the hospital, International Medical Corps has delivered needed 
supplies, including an oxygen concentrator. Zintan hospital currently requires an orthopedic surgeon, 
a general surgeon, an emergency lab technician, a senior pharmacist, a pharmacy store keeper, a 
medical logistician, as well as uniforms for staff.  
 
In Yefren there is still no water or electricity, and of the 11,000 residents, only approximately 100 
remain. The local hospital has two ambulances that are not fully operational. International Medical 
Corps has provided needed medications to the hospital. Current needs include a Senior Pharmacist, 
an anesthetist, a head scrub nurse and staff uniforms.  
 
Qalaa is currently very close to the front-line and few civilians remain in the town. The town has a 
well-organized hospital, which is staffed by two doctors and a medical student. Drugs and supplies 
are sourced from Yefren, and they have two ambulances with basic equipment at their disposal. 
International Medical Corps has provided an oxygen concentrator as well as drugs and supplies. 
 
Generally speaking, the coordination and communication among the various health facilities in the 
western mountains requires improvement. Radio communications set up between the hospitals would 
facilitate this coordination. 
 
In Misurata, International Medical Corps donated an orthopedic set, laparotomy set, small bone set 
and an operating table to the Al-Hilal Hospital.  
 
International Medical Corps continues to provide assistance to the Dafniya field hospital. From June 
27-29, 31 people were received at the field hospital. Plans are underway to recruit a full-time surgeon 
to further improve the field hospital’s capacity to perform surgical operations on life-threatening 
conditions. Current needs at the field hospital include spinal and cervical immobilization devices in 
order to move patients in and out of the field hospital. Specific requests include 100 cervical collars, 
ten adult and two pediatric backboards, as well as an x-ray machine.  
 
International Medical Corps is continuing to provide Emergency Medic Training in Misurata, with more 
than 50 students attending the daily sessions.  
 
 
EASTERN LIBYA 
 
Since the outbreak of the crisis, International Medical Corps and its partner JHAS have provided 42 
nurses to eastern Libya. An additional ten nurses arrived in Benghazi on June 27 and an additional 
two nurses will deploy on July 1. These nurses will provide support to health facilities in eastern Libya, 
still continuing to be greatly limited due to the shortage of nursing staff. The needs for medical 
supplies and medications in eastern Libya also continue both for emergency care and for chronic 
diseases. 
 
On June 27, International Medical Corps conducted a participatory assessment of the IDP settlement 
in Beddan, 70km from Benghazi. The situation of the 222 displaced families was assessed, as well as 
the gaps in the protection and assistance offered evaluated. The assessment focused in particular on 
the most vulnerable groups amongst the IDPs. The aim of this assessment was to give the IDPs a 
chance to participate in the decisions that directly affect their lives, as well as to improve the 



 

 

communication flow between the displaced communities and the local authorities and humanitarian 
agencies. Key issues identified in the group discussions included unfair distribution of NFIs, 
inadequate health services, lack of income generating activities and inadequate water and sanitation 
services. 
 
On June 28, International Medical Corps commenced an additional two-day psychological first aid 
training at the Benghazi Medical Center. The course was attended by 33 participants including intern 
doctors and volunteers at the Benghazi Medical Center, including medical students. International 
Medical Corps is continuing to provide psychological first aid training to health workers to strengthen 
their ability to provide support to those affected by the conflict. In addition, further trainings for 
teachers are planned to be undertaken in July. 
 
International Medical Corps’ mobile health teams (MHTs) have started operations in Ajdabiya and the 
Boshala Clinic twice a week. Other surrounding areas of Soltan, Zwitina and Albydan have schedule 
clinic days every 10 days. MHTs will provide services to support the provision of primary health care 
at local facilities. The second clinic visit to Al Marj (north east of Benghazi) is scheduled for next week.  
 
International Medical Corps is endeavoring to procure ARV drugs to meet the needs at the Benghazi 
Center for Immunology and Infectious Diseases for 426 children infected by HIV, and is also moving 
forward with plans to establish a rehabilitation program and is undertaking assessments to identify 
needs. 
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