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Introduction 
 

 
International Medical Corps is providing support to the Dafniya forward aid station, outside of Misurata 

 
Gaddafi forces have undertaken a renewed attack to regain Misurata, with heavy bombing and 
shelling today outside of the city at the Dafniya front-line (30km from the city centre to the west) and 
Kararem front-line (24 km to the Southeast). No shelling has occurred within the vicinity of the 
city. International Medical Corps’ emergency medical team at the Dafniya forward aid station 
stabilized 22 casualties who were transported to the Al Hikma and Al Hilal hospitals. A total of 13 
dead and 46 injured (6 severely) have been confirmed, the highest casualty count in the past week. 
 
Earlier this week, Gaddafi forces caused damage to the national power plant in Misurata while trying 
to penetrate towards the city from the Eastern front. The city continues to have no main city power 
from the national grid. Gaddafi forces were also reported to have tried to advance west towards the 
port area yesterday, but were pushed back by the rebels.  
 
NATO yesterday carried out the heaviest air strikes on Tripoli since the beginning of NATO’s military 
intervention, including bombing of Gaddafi’s compound. In response, Gaddafi held a speech on state 
television vowing to continue to fight until the end. Today the situation in the city is reported to be 
calm.  
 
Nalut and the border area have remained generally quiet over the last two days; however, 
unconfirmed information indicates that Gaddafi forces might be preparing an attack on the city, 
following information that Erouis, a nearby Gaddafi stronghold, was evacuated. Shelling of the border 
was also reported this evening. 
 
Shelling of Zintan has continued over the past few days with additional Grad missile attacks today, 
approximately 12-15km from the hospital. Last night, there were two deaths caused by the attacks 
only 200m from the hospital.  
 
Following the taking of Yefren, Rebel forces are reported to have launched attacks on Gaddafi forces 
in the nearby Al Qalaa area, east of the city. 
 
Information has recently been received on reported clashes between the Algerian military and Libyan 
rebels along the southeast border region on June 4, as a result of Libyan rebel forces reportedly 
attempting to seize control of the Beddeb border crossing. These developments further confirm the 
defection of the loyalist commander in Ghedamis, north of Beddeb. 



 

 

 
Late on June 7, two rockets hit two houses in Ajdabiya. There are no reports of casualties, and 
despite the attack, the overall situation in Ajdabiya remains calm. 
 
Over the past couple of days, NATO helicopters have been actively targeting Brega as well as other 
Gaddafi positions in the surrounding areas. 

 
As of June 8, 2011: 
 
LIBYA/TUNISIA BORDER AREA 
 

According to IOM, close to half a million people have crossed the Tunisian border since the outbreak 
of the crisis. This includes 250,490 Libyans. With an estimated return rate of 55%, 112,000 Libyans 
are estimated to be still residing in Tunisia.  
 
At the Ra’s Ajdir border, International Medical Corps continues to provide medical care for new 
arrivals. Over the past two days, 102 consultations were provided, with one transfer required for 
further treatment. Over the same period, International Medical Corps’ Dehibat hospital health post 
provided 56 consultations and received nine war-wounded patients; two from Cabao, three from 
Zintan, one from Jadu and three from Kikla. 
 
WESTERN LIBYA 
 
International Medical Corps’ medical teams in the western mountains region today provided over 58 
consultations. Two operations were also performed yesterday. To continue to support health facilities 
in the western mountains region, International Medical Corps is currently planning to send a third 
medical team into the region. Efforts to access other areas of western Libya to deliver humanitarian 
aid also continue, however, access has not yet been permitted by Libyan government authorities. 
 

 
 

International Medical Corps is currently providing support to the Dafniya forward aid station about 
35km west of Misurata. A medical team assisted with the high number of casualties received today, 
and two nurses will remain at the station to provide support. International Medical Corps is also 
planning to provide urgently requested medical supplies to improve the capacity to provide life saving 
care. As an impartial aid organization, International Medical Corps’ medical teams at these forward 
aid stations are providing medical care for all wounded in the conflict, including casualties of both 
sides of the fighting. 
 
The UNHCR report of the recent mission to Libya stated that there are approximately 25,000 
displaced people in Misurata mostly staying with host families and relatives and some in schools and 



 

 

unoccupied buildings. In addition, 49,000 people are estimated to be displaced in the Tripoli/Zliten 
region. 
 
According to the report, a total of 630 dead and 6,000 injured have been received at the five hospitals 
within the Misurata since the beginning of the war. This large number of injured is anticipated to place 
significant burden on health facilities continuing to receive casualties from the fighting ongoing outside 
of the city. In support of these facilities, International Medical Corps continues to provide needed 
medical personnel and supplies. 202 consultations have been provided and 20 operations performed 
by International Medical Corps’ staff over the last six days. The team has also assessed that the 
current bed capacity issue can also be partially alleviated by ensuring that all available facilities are 
utilized properly. In addition, rehabilitation and psychosocial programs are also planned to provide 
further support to those affected by the conflict.  
 
Nursing staff shortages continue to be of considerable concern, given that 80 percent of nurses 
departed upon the outset of fighting. International Medical Corps is currently providing nursing staff to 
facilities in Misurata and is also commencing planning efforts for more longer term solutions to fill 
these needs, including training programs.   
 
Emergency Medic Training in Misurata is scheduled to commence next week for 40 participants. The 
four-week training course will train senior Libyan medical students in basic trauma evaluation and 
management, with training composing of didactic lectures, skill sessions, and clinical teaching. Once 
trained, emergency medics will be deployed to the front lines to provide on-scene care, patient 
stabilization and preparation for transport. They will also staff the ambulances, forward aid stations, 
and the receiving hospitals in Misurata. 
 
To address the reported shortages in Zliten, International Medical Corps is currently assessing 
mechanisms to be able to deliver these necessary supplies. 
 
EASTERN LIBYA 
 
International Medical Corps is currently planning to conduct Psychological First Aid Training in 
Benghazi for teachers on June 12-14. The training is adapted for teachers to provide guidance on the 
stressful reactions that children develop and the best practices to help these children. Considering the 
stressful circumstances that many children have experienced, and with some schools scheduled to re-
open, this training is designed to help teachers provide support for these children.  
 
International Medical Corps is planning to operate five mobile clinics in the eastern region of Ajdabiya. 
With 25 health facilities in this region, the team will tomorrow assess hospitals, health clinics and IDP 
camps within the area to determine where support is most needed. 
 
In Ajdabiya, International Medical Corps is also planning to undertake a detailed needs assessment 
on emergency care capacity of medical facilities. The assessment will determine prepositioning of 
supplies and staff as needed for anticipated future fighting in the Brega area. 
 
In Benghazi, it is reported that some shortages of medicines are being experience by pharmacies and 
health centers. Support may be required for the MOH to continue to supply these needs. 
 
To assess needs further south, International Medical Corps is planning to undertake an assessment 
mission to Al Kufra, in the remote south-east. 
 
International Medical Corps also continues in efforts to establish a supportive program to provide 
services for survivors of sexual assault and to coordinate the establishment of a rehabilitation center 
for war-wounded in Benghazi. 
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