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Introduction 
IMC providing medical care to the wounded in the Western Mountains 

On June 1, a blast occurred outside the Tibesti 
Hotel in Benghazi, consisting of one or two car 
bombs. There were no reported injuries and 
little damage beyond that to surrounding 
vehicles. The hotel was likely targeted due to 
being known as the location for humanitarian 
agency meetings and residence for local and 
visiting foreign officials.  
 
In the Western Mountains region, the rebels 
have managed to advance from Jadu towards 
the north-east and are now controlling the 
towns of Shakshuk and Qasr el-Haj. Shakshuk 
links Tiji to Tripoli and has been used by 
Gaddafi forces to deliver military supplies and soldiers to Tiji and Al Ghazaya.  With rebels now 
controlling Shakshuk, the power station has been reactivated, restoring electricity to the towns of 
Zintan, Jadu and Cabao after Gaddafi troops cut off the supply more than a week ago. 
 
In Zintan, rebels have so far resisted the increasing shelling by Gaddafi forces. However, as the 
fighting around Zintan intensifies, more and more residents are fleeing the area. Reports indicate that 
a large minefield has been discovered north of Zintan. 
 

In the border town of Ghedamis, a loyalist commander is reported to have defected and joined the 
rebels’ cause. It is considered that the rebel control of this major crossing with Algeria will weaken 
Gaddafi forces’ chances of capturing Zintan, Nalut or Wazin. 
 
There are reports of cases of bubonic plague in the eastern Libyan city of Tobruk, with four cases at 
isolated at the medical hospital and 17 other cases undergoing tests. Panic and fear is reported and 
Egyptian authorities are said to be taking necessary action on the border to prevent transmission into 
Egypt. 
 
On June 1, NATO member states agreed unanimously on extending NATO’s military mission in Libya 
for another three months until the end of September.  

 
As of June 3, 2011: 
 
LIBYA/TUNISIA BORDER AREA 
 
As of June 1, a total of 3,827 people were residing in the Ra’s Ajdir camps, with Somalis and Eritreans 
accounting for the majority. An increasing percentage of the camp residents, currently 77.9%, cannot 
be repatriated. International Medical Corps is moving forward with activities to establish a health post 
at the Shousha camp which will commence activities on June 6-7. With an increase in arrivals at the 
Ra’s Ajdir transit facility, International Medical Corps has been providing hygiene kits in addition to 
health post activities to support these arrivals. Since March 28, International Medical Corps has 
provided 2582 consultations to new arrivals to Tunisia at this health post. 
 
The total number of Libyans in the Dehibat region camps has remained more or less constant over 
the past few weeks. As of June 1, there were 1,427 Libyans at the two camps; 707 at the Remada 
Camp and 720 at the UAE Camp. International Medical Corps’ Dehibat health post continues to see 
an average of 30-40 patients per day, with no war casualties received in the last week. Since the 



 

 

commencements of operations on April 28, International Medical Corps has provided 471 
consultations to those in need, including Libyan refugees as well as casualties received from the 
conflict.  
 
WESTERN LIBYA 
 

International Medical Corps has been able to deliver urgently needed supplies to the city of Yefren, 
which continues to be held under siege by Gaddafi forces. These supplies are apparently the first 
humanitarian aid shipment received in the city. With urgent needs continuing, International Medical 
Corps has received a list of further urgently needed medical and other supply needs, and is planning 
a response for these needs.  
 
To support health facilities in the Western Mountains Region, receiving significant numbers of 
casualties as a result on the conflict, International Medical Corps now has established two medical 
teams in the region who have provided a total of 653 consultations since April 18. 
 
International Medical Corps staff have been assessing conditions and needs in Misurata. There are 
still long queues for cooking gas in Misurata but fuel, electricity and water is available. Streets are 
being cleaned up and the electrical grid has been repaired in some places. Access to cash is still 
limited which may have an impact on the food security situation in medium long term. A visit was also 
made to a privately owned rehabilitation center which may serve as an appropriate venue to utilize for 
rehabilitation program services for the war-wounded. The more specified surgical needs include 
orthopedic, vascular, maxillofacial and plastic surgeons and medical supplies including maxillo-facial 
instrument sets and screws and femoral, popliteal and brachial vascular grafts. International Medical 
Corps is endeavoring to respond to these needs. 
 
A further 37 patients have been evacuated from Misurata, including five ICU patients board the IOM 
operated  vessel with International Medical Corps providing on board medical care. These operations 
are further relieving the pressure on hospitals in Misurata continuing to receive casualties of the 
conflict, although at a much lower rate. At Al Hikma, the number of casualty admissions has now 
dropped to 2-10 per day since the third week of May and has remained stable since this time. With 
these decreased numbers, International Medical Corps is assessing the further level of medevacs 
operations needed to stabilize health facility operations in Misurata. 
 
Chronic medical condition needs are becoming a pressing issue in Misurata with needs identified for 
cancer, renal, diabetic, cardiac and psychiatric patients. Specialist medical staffing needs at present 
are for nephrologists, neurologists, cardiologists, psychiatrists, general pediatricians and a pediatric 
cardiologist. Pre-war, there were 260 patients on dialysis and an unknown number of transplant 
patients in Misurata. Despite supply and dialysis nurses shortages, all patients have been 
continuously offered two dialysis sessions per week throughout the conflict at the Al Hikma hospital, 
Ras Touba clinic or Al Zarouk clinic. However, a dozen dialysis machines have broken during this 
period, and are without technicians to fix them. For patients with diabetes, it appears that supplies of 
insulin and oral hypoglycemic medications have been maintained.  
 
There are pressing needs for cancer patients as the Misurata Cancer Hospital, with 120 beds and 
providing care for 2,000 adult and child patients, was one of the first facilities to be overrun by Gaddafi 
forces. This was the main referral hospital for cancer patients for the area stretching from Al Khoums 
to Sirte, providing chemotherapy treatment, while radiotherapy was performed in Tripoli. The fighting 
disrupted the treatment of all patients, with two deaths during this time. However, the majority of 
patients are thought to be in their homes, lacking treatment and a handful are reported to have 
boarded evacuation boats to Benghazi. Since the easing of the siege 10 days ago, approximately 200 
of the Center’s original patients have turned up at Hillal Abbad seeking treatment. All have fallen out 
of their treatment cycles and almost none of their medical files are available. Access to the Cancer 
hospital is now possible, however this is currently considered unsafe due to the risk of unexploded 
ordnance. In general, there is a sufficient supply of chemotherapeutic medications in Misurata for two 



 

 

months, apart from an acute shortage of pediatric leukemia drugs. The specific staffing needs are for 
an oncology nurse, two chemotherapy nurses and a cancer hematologist to deal adult and pediatric 
cases.  
 
EASTERN LIBYA 
 
International Medical Corps is continuing to pre-position supplies for the Ajdabiya hospital in 
anticipation of increased fighting near Brega. Current staffing needs at the facility include skilled 
nursing staff, orthopedic surgeons, neurosurgeons, and anesthesia/critical care staff. Two nurses 
have already been provided to support these needs, and further respond efforts are planned to 
support the facility.  
 

A shipment of donated ARVs, TB medications, and a large supply of diabetes medications are due to 
arrive to Benghazi shortly and will be distributed to needed facilities. International Medical Corps also 
continues in activities to support health facility operations, establish a comprehensive and supportive 
program to provide services for survivors of sexual assault and to coordinate the establishment of a 
rehabilitation center for war-wounded in Benghazi. 
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