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Introduction 
 
 
International Medical Corps treating casualties of the conflict  
in the Nafusa Mountains region 

In the Nafusa Mountains, fighting near the 

town of Zintan continues and indiscriminate 

shelling by Gaddafi forces is terrorizing the 

civilians that still remain in Zintan and Nalut. 

More than 60 Grad missiles landed in Zintan 

with 3 close to the hospital. The electricity in 

the town has also been cut. Attacks on Nalut 

also continue, with Grad rockets. NATO 

planes reportedly hit Gaddafi forces positions 

in Tiji and Takut.  

 

Heavy shelling continues for the second 

consecutive day on Yefren and Al-Qala’a. 
 
Despite the situation of unrest in the Choucha 

camp, International Medical Corps’ Ra’s Ajdir health post has re-opened to provide medical care to 
refugees and migrants. The team has confirmed that the riots two days ago only partially demolished 
the Choucha camp, and did not destroy the UAE camp.  
 
In the Wazin-Dehibat border area, fighting between still continues, with Gaddafi troops vying to regain 
control of the border port from rebel forces. 
 
 
NATO reports indicate that Gaddafi forces have laid mines around Misurata to obstruct any potential 

rebel advancement. Heavy fighting continues in the western suburbs of Misurata. 

In Zliten, reports indicate that rebels and NATO forces are increasing pressure on Gaddafi forces 
surrounding the city. 
 

The commander of NATO's operations in Libya, Lieutenant-General Charles Bouchard said Friday 

that French and British helicopters will participate in the battles in Libya.  

 

As of May 27, 2011: 

 
LIBYA/TUNISIA BORDER AREA 
 
Despite the situation unrest in the Choucha camp, International Medical Corps’ Ra’s Ajdir health post 
has re-opened to provide medical care to refugees and migrants. Due to medical care needs at the 
Choucha camp, International Medical Corps is currently considering the need to provide a permanent 
health post at the camp. At the transit facility, conditions are currently overloaded beyond capacity, 
with a need for more toilets, water and food. To assist with improving the sanitary conditions, 
International Medical Corps yesterday distributed hygiene kits to the families and single men currently 
residing at the facility.  



 

 

 
Due to the increased inflow of refugees and migrants this past week at both borders, International 
Medical Corps has sent additional medication supplies to the Ra’s Ajdir and Dehibat IMC health posts 
to meet the increased demand. During the week May 16 - 24, International Medical Corps Ra’s Ajdir 
health post provided 676 consultations and the Dehibat health post provided 195 consultations, 
treatment to 18 injured from Libya and 16 transfers to Tataouine hospital. 
 
As the Tataouine hospital is currently facing increased caseloads, due to the large number of Libyan 
refugees currently residing in the area, International Medical Corps is currently planning to provide 
medical personnel support to assist with this increased demand.  
 
 
WESTERN LIBYA 
 
International Medical Corps has sent urgently needed orthopedic and surgical instruments 
(particularly external fixators) and drugs to the Nalut hospital, the regional center for orthopedic and 
trauma care. In addition, support continues to be provided to health facilities in Jadu and Zintan.  
 
Gaddafi forces continue to shell Zintan heavily today. Reports indicate that Gaddafi forces have 
entered Al-Rayana and Al-Rujuban, which are on the east and southeast sides of Zintan after 
conducting an attack on both places with RPGs.  The same reports say that 20 vehicles full of fleeing 
civilians have entered Tunisia along a smugglers' route.   
 
In Misurata, in the middle part of the week Gaddafi forces tried to push towards the outskirts of the 

city, on the western boundary.  They were repelled by rebel forces.  As a result, the rebels suffered 8 

casualties, while there were around 20 fatalities amongst Gaddafi forces.  The front line on the 

western outskirts of the city is currently approximately 35 kilometers from the center of Misurata.  

Shelling of the port continued from around this boundary, in the early part of the week, as it was within 

range for munitions utilised by Gaddafi forces.  The front line on the eastern and southern sides of the 

city remains approximately 50+ kilometres from the center of the city and appears to be out of range 

for any rockets and missiles, being utilised at this time.  NATO continues to conduct missions on a 

daily basis on the front line, during the day as well as the night time hours.   

 

There are still a number of checkpoints around the city, manned by anti-government forces.  These 

have certainly diminished over the last couple of weeks, as the city opens up to the public again. 

 

Infrastructure coming back on line, with personnel starting to clean up the streets, barriers are being 

removed, essential food items have started to re-appear in the market, and shops have started to re-

open.  Electricity is being restored to parts of the city.      

 

The city is still surrounded on three sides by government forces and the battle for Misurata continues 

on the outskirts, with anti-government forces suffering casualties on daily basis.    

 
With the front line in Misurata now located out of the city, the team is currently assessing the need to 
provide support to health facilities closer to the front lines, particularly through the provision of doctors 
and nurses. 
 

 
EASTERN LIBYA 
 
The Azzurra vessel yesterday arrived in Benghazi, carrying 50 medical evacuation patients from 
Misurata, including five ICU patients. International Medical Corps provided the on board medical care, 



 

 

safely evacuating the patients through to Benghazi and also coordinated the transfer on patients to 
local facilities upon arrival. Further evacuations are planned to continue to decompress the facilities in 
Misurata facing over-stretched capacities as a result of the conflict. 
 
With fighting continuing between Brega and Ajdabiya, and a new offensive expected shortly, the 
Ajdabiya hospital has been increasing activities in the past 2-3 weeks. International Medical Corps is 
preparing to provide additional support to the hospital, should the fighting and number of casualties 
escalate and has already provided two nurses in support of these efforts.  
 
An agreement has been signed with the MoH in Benghazi for International Medical Corps to 
coordinate the establishment of a rehabilitation center for war-wounded. International Medical Corps 
is proposing to establish a multidisciplinary and comprehensive rehabilitation center in Benghazi to 
provide therapy for victims of the conflict, including those have suffered amputations and other 
massive orthopedic trauma, spinal cord injuries and head trauma, as well as psychological trauma.  
 
International Medical Corps also continues in activities to support health facility operations, establish a 
comprehensive and supportive program to provide services for survivors of sexual assault and to 
provide a short term supply of urgently needed ARV and TB medications with assistance from GIK 
partners for specialized facilities in Benghazi. 
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