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Introduction 
 
International Medical Corps assisted medical evacuations from  
Misurata on the IOM operated ship. 

 

In Misurata, following the discovery of sea mines 
on April 30 and temporary closure of the port, a 
drifting sea mine again blocked access to the port 
today, preventing the delivery of humanitarian 
supplies and evacuations of migrant workers and 
wounded Libyans. The Australian Government 
funded sixth IOM evacuation boat is waiting 
offshore for access to Misurata. 
 
Overnight clashes in Misurata are reported to 
have killed six people and heavy attacks by 
Gaddafi forces continued in the city today with 
heavy shelling, rocket attacks and tank bombings 
of the western part of Misurata from Zwea to 
Bazina. Heavy fighting was also reported near the 
airport, as anti-government forces tried to gain 
control of the Misurata airport. The port was also 
attacked by Grad missiles. 
 
Following the rebel forces regaining of the Wazin 
border post on April 29, the flow of Libyan 
refugees into Tunisia through this area has 
recommenced. 4,568 people crossed through the 
Dehibat border point on April 30 and more than 
35,000 Libyans have now officially crossed via 
this entry point, with many illegal entries also 

reported. UNHCR reports that the majority cross through unofficial routes around Dehibat area and 
upon entry into Tunisia they get their documents stamped in order to legalize their stay. 
 
On April 30, 12 Grad missiles are reported to have landed on the Tunisian side of the border near 
Dehibat, however no casualties were reported as a result of this incident. The Tunisian military has 
now dug trenches 500 metres from the border to stop any further incursions by pro-Gaddafi forces 
across the border.  
 
Zintan was hit by up to 30 missiles/projectiles overnight on Saturday night. NATO forces are reported 
to have responded Sunday night by launching airstrikes on government forces positions destroying 
10-12 tanks and vehicles. No shelling has since been reported. 
 
In Ajdabiya, attacks and counter-attacks are reported to continue, without any changes in ground 
positions. 
 
According to a government spokesperson, a NATO strike on April 30 killed Muammar Gaddafi’s 
youngest son, Saif al-Arab Gaddafi and three of his grandchildren. Reportedly, the Libyan leader was 
also in the building at the time, but was unharmed. Following these reports, unrest broke out in Tripoli 
with the British and Italian embassies and the US commercial and consular affairs department 
damaged. UN international staff have temporarily departed the capital and are now in Tunisia. Today, 
it is also reported that the UNHCR building was looted by armed pro-government attackers. Gunmen 



 

 

accidently killed one of their own in the shooting and wounded four; however no staff were harmed in 
this incident. A number of vehicle and the guardhouse were destroyed in the attack.  
 
As of May 02, 2011: 

 
LIBYA/TUNISIA BORDER AREA 
 
Due to the nearby border fighting, International Medical Corps medical teams remained on standby 
over the weekend. However, despite the ongoing fighting, no casualties were received at the Dehibat 
hospital. A donated tent to the Dehibat hospital has been utilized to provide better coverage at the 
International Medical Corps health post, however, due to a major sandstorm, the health post today 
had to be closed down and the medical team moved inside the hospital.  
 
As of April 30, UNCHR reports that 1883 Libyans are hosted at the UAE Red Crescent camp in 
Dehibat town and 1,746 are in the UNHCR camp in Remada. The UNHCR camp was initially set up 
for 1,000 people, but is now being expanded for 10,000 potential new arrivals, whilst the Dehibat 
camp has capacity for up to 2,000 people. 
 
International Medical Corps had agreed over the weekend to provide health services at the UAE Red 
Crescent camp as there were no longer medical personnel there. However, as the Tunisian military 
have now provided a doctor, the International Medical Corps team will now provide treatment for any 
emergencies and to Libyan refugees who are not staying at the camp. Medical supplies have been 
urgently requested for the camp clinic, which International Medical Corps is planning to shortly 
provide. 
 
On Saturday, the team visited the Remada camp to assess medical needs. The Tunisian Red 
Crescent is providing these services and no major needs were identified at this time. 
 
The team today met with the TNC Medical Coordinator for the Jadu areas (between Nalut and Zintan) 
to discuss health needs and the overall humanitarian situation in the area. 
 
International Medical Corps has positioned a shipment of needed medical supplies in Dehibat that is 
planned to be delivered to Zintan as soon as is possible.  
 
 
WESTERN LIBYA 
 
Nalut hospital continues to receive casualties of nearby fighting and as the majority of the population 
have fled to Tunisia, services at this hospital continue to focus on these casualties.  On April 29, Nalut 
hospital received a wounded man who was shot accidently by a colleague. He was admitted to 
hospital and then later transferred to Tataouine. An injured man with bone fracture of the right arm 
due to a gunshot wound was also received and transferred to Tataouine. On April 30, two patients 
were received; one who had an infected gunshot wound and the other with a wound to his right hand.  
 
Despite delays due to the sea mines in the port area, International Medical Corps delivered surgical 
equipment and supplies and over 10,000 kilos of food aid from Malta to Misurata over the weekend. 
An additional shipment of medical supplies from Benghazi has also arrived and has been distributed 
to health facilities. Further supplies are planned to be delivered shortly to address ongoing needs. 
Current medical needs include chemotherapy drugs and all hospitals require a constant re-supply of 
surgical gowns, infusions, anaesthetics and analgesic medications. 
 
Medical staff in Misrata report that the situation remains very critical with many dead and wounded 
daily. Since the beginning of the war, hospital registration records indicate almost 4,000 wounded and 
nearly 500 deaths, including civilians and combatants among the casualties. About 10% of the 
wounded have required amputations, often multiple, as a result of their extensive wounds. A 



 

 

rehabilitation and prosthetics program is greatly needed and will be a priority of International Medical 
Corps efforts in Misurata. 
 
On April 28, the hospital received 23 wounded (six in critical condition) and seven dead. On April 29, 
eight injured and three dead were received in the morning. 
 
This sixth IOM mission to Misrata has departed Benghazi 3 days ago, with an International Medical 
Corps team of doctors and nurses, and medical supplies. This 6th mission aims to rescue as many 
migrants and wounded as possible. The boat is still off-shore awaiting clearance from NATO forces to 
dock.  
 
EASTERN LIBYA 
 
Following reports of the bombing in Tripoli and deaths of Gaddafi family members, celebrations took 
place in Benghazi. 
 
Over the weekend, International Medical Corps completed Psychological First Aid (PFA) training for 
psychiatrists and nurses from the Benghazi Psychiatric Centre. GBV awareness, Guiding 
Principles/Sensitivity training was also undertaken for 24 psychologists, psychiatrists and nurses. PFA 
training is now set to commence at the Benghazi Medical Centre on May 18 - 24 for a total of 60 
people.  
 
At the SGBV sub cluster meeting on Sunday, International Medical Corps was able to discuss best 
approach methods to identifying survivors of GBV, and more specifically, of sexual assault. 
International Medical Corps is developing a specific program for Libya and will discuss this further with 
the sub cluster. NTC approval would be required to move ahead with implementation of this first of its 
kind program on SBGV in Libya.  
 
To support needs for IDP areas of concentration, International Medical Corps will shortly distribute 
approximately UNHCR provided NFIs along with 1,000 UNICEF-provided hygiene kits shortly. 
 
International Medical Corps is endeavouring to source a 2-3 month supply of urgently needed ARV 
and TB medications for the Benghazi Center of Infectious Diseases and Immunity. 
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