
PICTURE HERE

Every child has the right to access safe, quality education.
However, 124 million children across the world are out of school
and 250 million are not learning basic skills as a result of poor
quality education. Girls, children with disabilities, those from
minority groups and children living in poor and remote areas are
most often denied access to education. This has far-reaching
consequences on their futures and those of their families,
communities and countries.
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TAKING UP THE CHALLENGE
In trying to achieve our desired target of reaching 100,000 children who have
been excluded from education opportunities and children with disabilities in
targeted communities; sensitivity to the prevailing religious beliefs concerning
education has become our key programmatic approach. Excluding the Tsangayas
and the Islamiyyas from our intervention will certainly not be in line with our
principle of “leaving no child behind.” The Tsangayas are the Qu’ranic schools
were the children/pupils beg for alms to sustain themselves and their teachers.
Plan International Nigeria is determined to promote free and equal access
to quality education for all children– from early learning to secondary education.
Integrating formal education with Islamic education is largely uncharted in the
north east region of Nigeria in the aftermath of the Lake Chad crisis. It was a
front burner discussion during INGO forums and sector working group meetings,
but action towards this still remained a myth. Taking the challenge was not just
the ethical thing to do, but was in line with Plan International Nigeria’s vision. To
achieve this, we held advocacy meetings with proprietors of Tsangaya and
Islamiya schools with the support of the Borno State Ministry of Religious affairs,
Borno State Agency for Mass Education and Ministry of Education to market the
intervention and to seek their support throughout the implementation process.
We also wanted them to take the lead in designing first pilot project. After much
deliberations, the stakeholders agreed with the school proprietors to focus on
alternative learning opportunities for the Quranic school children from 6 - 11 and
implement the accelerated learning education for older children (aged 12-18),
incorporating basic literacy, numeracy and peacebuilding as an integral part of
life skills education to improve social cohesion by promoting values of tolerance,
peaceful coexistence and participation. Three locations were selected in
Maiduguri Municipal Council (MMC) and 3 in Jere LGA of Borno State. Five
Islamiyyas and 1 Tsangaya chosen. The Tsangaya are unstructured and irregular
as opposed to formal education; this is why this integrated approach to
education has the potentials of achieving the desired impact. The most
important strategy was involving the proprietors of the Islamic Schools, while
leveraging on the facilitating abilities of the Ministry of Religious Affairs.
.



THE REALITY ON GROUND - FACILITIES

Most Islamiyyas and Tsangayas have had very poor facilities over the years. They are usually self-sustaining with no
support from Government. Some, especially the Tsangayas are sustained via alms begging from young children which
assumes an exploitative labour dimension. In the 6 pilot locations that this project is targeting, all the classrooms were
dilapidated and the few latrines which are absolutely overburdened were in very bad state. Three of the schools had no
latrines at all. Children used slates to learn, while teachers had little or no materials to teach. It was indeed a big
challenge.



THE REALITY ON GROUND – LEARNING IN DIFFICULTS CONDITIONS IN ISLAMIYYA’S



THE REALITY ON GROUND – LEARNING IN DIFFICULTS CONDITIONS IN ISLAMIYYA’S



PROVIDING GENDER SEGREGATED LATRINES IN THE QU’RANIC SCHOOLS.

“ the issue of laterines
in my Tsangaya was a 
big problem until Plan 
International Nigeria 
provided us with good 
gender segregated 
latrines. Most of the 
children defecated 
behind the walls of the 
Tsangaya, which really 
made the whole place 
smell. Girls could not 
ease themselves when 
pressed while in 
school” – Khalifa
Ismail, Tsangaya
Teacher. 



CONSTRUCTING TEMPORARY LEARNING SPACES

“Allah be praised. 
This is the best thing 
that has happened 
to us since we 
started attending 
this Islamiya. Who 
would have believed 
that we will have 
classroom blocks this 
year” – Ibrahim Goni
– Pupil 



MEETING THE CHILDREN – CONDUCTING THE INITIAL BASELINE SURVEY



TRAINING THE QU’ARANIC TEACHERS ON 
TEACHING AT THE RIGHT LEVEL.

The teaching at the right level approach is a child centred approach that ensures children are in school and 
learning.  This is a more practical way of teaching and learning where the teacher conducts a general 
classwork and breaks the learners into small groups based on their individual capacity and ability to be 
able to provide the right support at the right level for all learners in an inclusive approach. This approach is 
vital for learning literacy and numeracy in both Islamiya’s and Tsangaya’s.



MEETING THE NEEDS OF THE LEARNERS (ALL LEARNERS) IN THE QU’RANIC SCHOOLS

“ I was sent to this Islamic school when my parents felt I would not be 
able to cope in a formal school like other children. I was really sad. Now 
I can learn what other children in good schools learn and can. I was very 
happy when I was not discriminated upon when the learning materials 
were being shared. Now I can become the Doctor I have always 
dreamed of” – Fatima Saleh Ali (Child living with disability and attending 
an Islamic school in Maiduguri.



AMINA & OTHER GIRLS GETS SANITARY HYGIENE KITS IN ADDITION TO HER LEARNING 
MATERIALS.  ( Addressing protection needs for the girls in Qu’ranic school)



“We’ve heard and saw several trainings and interventions done by
other INGOs but, none has ever reached the Islamic school settings.
Everything I do in the class is based on assumption or what I
overheard government employed teachers say or by the little I
learned from my studies. Sometimes ago, Plan International visited
my school together with Mallam Umar Ali from Ministry of Religious
Affairs. They informed me that there is a project called DFID
NENTAD to be implemented in formal schools, Islamic schools and
Tsangayya; where my school was shortlisted among the schools
considered. Plan International’s lead told me about the project and
the numerous activities that my school will benefit from; among
which was the Teachers’ Training.
Today, I have participated in the teachers training and I benefit from
this training; I learned more skills about teaching and classroom
management than I learned from my academic studies. This training
exposed me to child centred learning; my teaching method has
improved greatly. I feel more equipped than I was before the
training; I’m enthusiastic to return to the class to teach. I’m now a
better teacher. I’m proud of Plan International.”

MALLAM KHALIFA – TSANGAYA TEACHER 
ACQUIRING NEW TEACHING SKILLS!
A case study from the EiE Department of Plan International 
Nigeria.

This is the story of Mallam Khalifa Ismail; Proprietor of Sadiq Ibn Abdallah Islamiyya. This school is a modern Tsangayya. Mallam Khalifa tells 
the story of his school thus: “I started my teaching career in Maiduguri since 2001 and I have been teaching Islamic and Arabic studies; and 
Sadiq Ibn Abdallah Islamiyya was established in 2003, that was, 15 years ago. As a teacher, I earned a professional Diploma in Arabic 
Education in 2016. In my 18 years of teaching, I never attended any training or seminar to build my capacity; because there was no 
opportunity. 



The State Chairperson for Borno State Tsangayya Association,
Alhaji Lawan Goni Zarami participated in the mobilization
meeting with the Ministry of Religious Affairs. He contributed
enormously in the course of the discussion; his ideas,
contributions and his presence was a sign of acceptability.
Alhaji Zarami told us of the time that he was an Almajiri
(disciple). He said his parents were naïve and believed that
formal education is a taboo. Therefore, that instance denied
them the ability to read, write and speak in English. He said
all his peers suffered the same intellectual deprivation. Alhaji
Lawan, now a grandfather, stated that he has better
understanding than his ancestors as a result of the
sensitization meeting held.

ALHAJI LAWAN GONI ZARAMI – CHAIRMAN OF TSANGAYA PROPRIETORS IN BORNO 
STATE! 
A case study from the EiE Department of Plan International Nigeria.

‘’never again should this ignorance continue; the state is 
passing through this horrible act (insurgency) because 
knowledge is greatly limited. I’ll give my all to see that 
even the almajiris’ have basic numeracy and literacy’’ –
Alhaji Lawan Goni Zarami



ASSOCIATION OF ISLAMIC SCHOOLS APPRECIATE THE GOOD WORK OF PLAN 
INTERNATIONAL NIGERIA.



Plan International is an independent development
and humanitarian non-profit organisation that
advances children’s rights and equality for girls. We
support children’s rights from birth until they reach
adulthood, and enable children to prepare for – and
respond to – crises and adversity. We believe in the
power and potential of every child, but know this is
often suppressed by poverty, violence, exclusion and
discrimination.

Working together with children, young people,
supporters and partners, we strive for a just world,
tackling the root causes of the challenges girls and
vulnerable children face. We have been building
powerful partnerships for children for over 80 years
and are now active in more than 70 countries, driving
changes in practice and policy at local, national and
global levels using our reach, experience and
knowledge. Plan International is registered in Nigeria
with the Corporate Affairs Commission.
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