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HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN EAST AFRICA: 

Somalia, located in Eastern Africa, has suffered from 21 years of civil war. Since early 
this year, the country has been facing a grave humanitarian crisis caused by the worst 
draught to hit the region of East Africa in 60 years. It is this draught that has led the 
United Nation to declare famine in six regions of Somalia: Bakool, Lower and Middle 
Shabbele, Bay, Afgoye IDP settlements and Mogadishu IDP settlements.  

Another consequence of the famine identified was massive displacement, as people have 
been leaving their homes in search of aid assistance in the neigbouring countries Kenya 
and Ethiopia. This led many problems arising from the current humanitarian situation; 
malnutrition and sever acute malnutrition among children less than five years of age; 
food insecurity; and health related issues caused by lack of access to safe drinking water, 
good sanitation practices and malnutrition. Rising food prices have limited many 
households from purchasing necessary food quantities to meet their daily nutritional 
needs. 

According to the the overview of 2012 Consaldated 
Appeal of OCHA-Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs,  much of the Horn of Africa 
continues to face the largest humanitarian crisis in 
the world, with four million people needing urgent 
humanitarian aid in Somalia alone, and 601,000 
refugees now in Kenya. Increased humanitarian 
action is having a significant impact in many 
regions of Somalia: some, though remaining 
fragile, are now at pre-famine rather than famine 
levels. Mass vaccination campaigns have reduced 
cases of measles by almost 50%, more than 2.5 
million people are receiving food aid, 1.2 million 
people are accessing clean water, and emergency 
nutritional treatment has reached 242,388 acutely 
malnourished children (65,861 severely and 

176,527 moderately malnourished children under five years old).  
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RESPONSE OF IHH-HUMANITIRAN RELIEF FOUNDATION: 

APPEAL AND FUNDING: 

Having the field experience of Africa in general and Somalia in particular last 15 years, 
IHH started awareness raising activities particularly in Turkey on the alerting situation of 
Somalia, organized meetings with the NGOs, made TV and Radio programs, conducted 
conferances in different cities of Turkey through its partner organizations and voluntary 
groups and sent bulk sms and emails to its volunteers accross the country. Moreover, 
IHH as well sent informatory emails to its partner organizations, groups and volunteers 
across the world. 

In addition to its awareness programs, IHH started its relief activities in April 2011 in 
order to address the starting drought and famine in the region and distributed 19,4 tons 
of emergency food items; rice, sugar and cooking oil to 7,050 people in Lower Shabelle 
and Middle Shabelle region.  

IHH officially announced and launched its “East Africa Crisis Appeal” in the beginning of 
July 2011 to support the IHH response in helping the people of Somalia who have been 
suffering from drought and famine in Somali, Kenya and Ethiopia where they flew in 
search of food to survive.  

Contributions to the Appeal came from all parts of 
Turkey and around the world. Organizations and 
voluntary groups have launched appeals on our 
behalf for kind and cash donatiions for Emergency 
phase and to raise funds for long term recovery. 
Anatolian Tigers Businessmen's Association (ASKON) 
was one of the Associations contributed in the relief 
efforts of IHH donating 50 trucks of humanitarian aid 
to IHH in oder to be sent to famine-stricken Somalia. 

Moreover, to keep the Turkish people aware and informed about the situation of the 
people in Somalia and Kenya, IHH programs were daily live broadcasted from Dadaab 
Camp during the month of Ramadan, during Somalia visit of Prime Minister of Turkey and 
on arrival of the first aid vessel at Mogadishu Port.     

By 30th November 2011, cash donation raised by IHH-Humanitarian Relief Foundation for 
Somalia Relief was 23,389,852 Euros and donation in kind worth 3,479,003 Euros. 
The total donations reached to 26,865,855 (twenty six million eight hundered sixty five 
thousand eight hundred and fifty five) Euros.  
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ACTIVITIES AT A GLANCE: 
 

Coordination and Partnership 

IHH has been, since the first day, cooperating with the local NGOs Somalia, Kenya and 
Ethiopia in order to have smooth and effective programs in each country. IHH tried to 
strengthen coordination with NGO partners, facilitate better communication among 
NGOs, create links and partnership with all international bodies and organizations 
working in all three countries. For the mentioned purposes, the representatives from IHH 
have attended the following meetings; 

• A meeting for coordination of humanitarian assistance that took place in June 2010 
in Jeddah under the aegis of the Organization of the Islamic Cooperation (OIC) was 
organized and by a number of humanitarian aid agencies from Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
the United Kingdom and Kuwait and IHH from Turkey attended. The meeting tasked 
IHH with delivering supplies at warehouses of the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization to southern Somalia where UN teams have no access. 
 

• IHH attended “2nd Annual Workshop on Information Sharing for Better Humanitarian 
Action” organized by OCHA-Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in 
Kuwait on 12 & 13 September 2011. The aim of the Workshop was to further 
strengthen established partnerships and to open new channels to improve the flow of 
information between international, regional and local humanitarian organizations, and 
specifically organizations from the Arab and Muslim countries that are strong players 
in the field. An average of 97 participants attended the two day workshop from 
Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, KSA, Kuwait, Malaysia, Qatar, Turkey, Somalia, Switzerland, 
UAE, UK and USA. 
 
IHH representative gave a brief on the activities of IHH in the region before and after 
the crises, on Monday 12 September, during Session III “Examples of Humanitarian 
Contributions from Arab & Muslim Countries”. End of the workshop the role that can 
be played by IHH was defined as;  

 
ü To provide humanitarian information on the countries supported by IHH 
ü To provide training 
ü To participate in the funding of the project 

 
• On 26-27 September 2011, IHH-Humanitarian Relief Foundation attended meetings 

in Mogadishu and Nairobi where long-term development projects for Somalia were 
discussed. The meeting was organized by the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
Humanitarian Affairs Department (OIC-ICHAD), among whose founders there is the 
IHH, and Humanitarian Forum. Projects that will help Somalia to stand on its two feet 
were discussed at the meetings. IHH was the only organization from Turkey at the 
meetings, where a total of 120 people from umbrella institutions such as OIC, 
Humanitarian Forum, UN, Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA),  

 
Islamic Development Bank, World Food Programme, World Development Programme in 
addition to 75 local and international institutions attended. Having been carrying out 
relief efforts in Somalia for about 15 years, the IHH informed the delegations in the 
meetings about the projects it has carried out and plans to carry out in Somalia. 
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• On 5 October 2011, IHH attended a conference 
“Water for Life in Somalia” jointly organized by 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and 
Humanitarian Forum in Egyptian capital of Cairo 
to address the problem of the water shortage in 
Somalia. A total of 27 non-governmental 
organizations (NGO) from around the world 
participated in the conference. Being the only 
NGO which represented Turkey at the 
conference, IHH informed the other NGOs in the 
conference about its various projects to ease the 
water-shortage problem in Somalia including drilling water wells. 
 

• A meeting on humanitarian crisis in Somalia called by Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, 
Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) was organized on 
29 July 2011 in Istanbul where NGOs from member countries and many other NGOs 
paticipated.  Secretary General called on the member states to immediatelly take 
necessary measures about the crisis. International Relations Coordinator represented 
IHH in the meeting and gave a brief of IHH’s activities in the region. At the end of the 
meeting, 3 committees were decided to be formed; 
 

ü Shelter; under to leadership of Turkish Red Crescent 
ü Health; under the leadership of Arab Medical Union, Egypt 
ü Food; under the leadership of IHH-Humanitarian Relief Foundation, Turkey 

and Qater Red Crescent Society 
 

The next day, 30 July, IHH in collaboration with Qater Red Crescent Society 
conducted a meeting at the office of IHH in Istanbul where NGOs involved in food aid 
participated.  

 

Meetings in Turkey:In Turkey, IHH as well participated in the meetings first called by 
the President of Turkey, Abdullah Gul, on 4 August 2011 where coordination of 
contributions and humanitarian assistance Turkey provides to fight deadly drought and 
famine in Somalia, Kenya, Ethiopia, Djibouti and Uganda was discussed. The meeting 
was attended by various state institutions such as 
the Prime Ministry’s Disaster and Emergency 
Management Directorate (AFAD), the Foreign 
Ministry, the Turkish Cooperation and 
Development Agency (TİKA), the Religious Affairs 
Directorate and the Red Crescent as well as civil 

society organizations. IHH was represented at the 
meeting by Vice President and Administrative 
Board Member and submitted its report to the President.  

The second meeting was called by the Prime Minister of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 
on 21 August 2011, on his way back from Somalia visit where along with the Prime 
Minister, 4 ministers and 20 various state institutions and NGOs participated. IHH was 
represented at the meeting by President, Bulent Yildirim, who had a brief about the 
activities of IHH to the participants and shared his views on the situation and future steps 
to be taken up. 
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PARTICIPATION OF VOLUNTEERS   
 
People from different walks of life and countries mainly from Turkey actively participated 
in fund raising for the people of Somalia and field activities in Somalia and Kenya: 
 
ü Awareness & Fund Raising Activities: 

 
Volunteers accross the country and world conducted awareness 
and fund raising activities such as charity dinners, charity 
bazaars, charity auctions, etc. One of them was a nine-member 
group of female volunteers “Promise Africa” from Bahrain who 
organized a large-scale aid campaign to help Somali people and 
presented the donations of 107,000 USD, the group collected 
during the campaign to IHH.  
 
Another meaningful contribution was from group of foreign 
students who study at different universities in Turkey. They 
organized a fund raising event in Istanbul and handed over the 
funds they collected to IHH for a water well in Somalia. 
 

 
ü Field Activities: 

 
Around 240 people from different walk of life, engineers, doctors, students, NGO 
representatives, etc. visited Somali a and Dadaab, Kenya and participated in the relief 
efforts of IHH mainly from Turkey, Bahrain, the UK, UAE, Indonesia, Bosnia, Macedonia, 
Russia and Malaysia during the reporting period.  

 
The Foundation has also been helping various non-
governmental organizations across the world to deliver the 
donations they received for Somalia. One of these 
organizations was Solidarity Association from Bosnia-
Herzegovina. Visiting IHH office in Istanbul, President of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina Solidarity Association Zemira Gorinjac 
presented the donation, received from the people of Bosnia, to 
IHH and joined IHH teams to distribute the relief supplies at 

the Dadaab Camps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EAST AFRICA ACTIVITIES 
IHH-HUMANITARIAN RELEIF FOUNDATION 

7 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
SOMALIA 
 
IHH has been implementing its projects through its local partner NGO “Zamzam 
Faoundation” in Somalia for last 15 years this enable IHH to deliver life saving 
Emergency Relief Projects in six regions of Somalia, five of which are affected by the 
famine: Mogadishu IDP communities, Lower and Middle Shabelle, Bay and Bakool and 
one highly at risk of famine: Hiran.  In collaboration, following activities have been 
carried out in and for Somalia during reporting period; 
 
Cargo Vessels: IHH has sent two cargo vessels to Mogadihsu, the capital city of 
Somalia from Turkey on its own, a vessel from Kuwait in partnership with a voluntary 
group, Qawafil and a local NGO, Direct Aid and sent its relief items on a vessel sent from 
Turkey by AFAD- Disaster and Management Authority, Turkey. 
 
The first vessel set sail from Istanbul on 13 August 2011 carrying 2,000 tons of 
different food items and Medical material worth 1,466,886 Euros and arrived on 11 
September 2011 at Mogadishu Port.  
 
The second vessel set sail from Mersin on 1 September 2011 carrying 2,930 tons of 
different food and relief items, 9 power generators and a drilling machine in order to be 
used for water wells worth 2,001,360 Euros and arrived on 2 October 2011 at 
Mogadishu Port.  
 
A vessel set sail from Kuwait on 5 November carrying 4,000 tons of different food items 
and 11 fiber water thanks and arrived at Mogadishu Port on 27 November 2011.  
 
A vessel organized by AFAD-Disaster and Management Authority, Turkey was sent from 
Turkey on 19 Ekim 2011 which carried the humanitarian aid of 11 various state 
institutions and NGOs. IHH as well had 1,515 tons of different food and relief items 
worth 2,121,885 Euros on the ship that arrived at Mogadishu Port on 7 November 
2011. 
 
The total quantity of relief items sent so far by IHH to Somalia has reached to 
10,445 tons. 
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Food:  
 

IHH-Humanitarian Relief Foundation launched its relief activities to 
alleviate the sufferings of the people caused by drought in Somalia in 
March 2011. Since then, IHH has delivered 5,762 tons of different 
food items; flour, corn, sugar, rice, cooking oil, milk powder, rice, 
beans, biscuits, canned food, etc out of which 252 tons were baby 
food and reached 920,568 people mainly in L. Shabelle, M. 
Shabelle, Bay, Bakool and Hiran, Mogadishu.  
 

During Holy Month of Ramadan, IHH served 10 days hot meals as 
iftar-fast breaking- in six ceters to 62,000 people.  
 

Moreover, IHH teams distributed 171,900 kg meat to 42,295 families till November 
and 230,000 kg meat to 57,500 families during Eid-ul-Adha; 6 to 9 November 2011. 
In totaled IHH delivered 401,900 kg meat to 100,475 families in Somalia since the 
crisis hit the country. 
 

WASH:  
In addressing the need for water, IHH has been 
involved in several activities; 
• 39 water tanks were sent to Somalia from Turkey 

on the first aid vessel that arrived on 11th 
September 2011 and were placed in the required 
places. 

• The teams took water in 2 water tanks daily to the 
IDPs Camps in Mogadishu M. Shabelle, L. Shabell, 
Hiran, Benadir and Middle Jubba where water was 
scarce and delivered water to the people for 2 weeks. Total 12,000 people benefited 
from the distributions. 

• IHH that opened 380 water wells (25-30 meters 
deep) in different parts of Somalia in order to help 
people access clean drinking water and improve 
health conditions before the start of the 
humanitarian crisis this year, announced 650 more 
water wells (25-30 meters deep) to open in Somalia 
after the crisis, out of which 200 wells have 
already been drilled in M. Shabelle, L. Shabelle, 
Hiran, Benadir and Middle Jubba benefiting to 
around 280,000 people and 450 wells are in 
progress.  
Moreover, a deep water well (250-300 meters deep) that will benefit at least 10,000 
people is as well in progress in Banadir region of Mogadishu. IHH has planned to open 
30 more deep water wells during 2012. The wells do not only provide local people 
with clean drinking water but also contribute to development of farming and live-
stock breeding. 

• 50 water generators have been purchased and distributed to the people. 
• 1000 jerry cans of 20 liters have as well been distributed. 
The teams have as well been trying in the camps to make the refugees aware of their 
own and surronding hygiene. For this purpose, IHH distributed 500 hygiene kits in the 
camps. 
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Health:  
 

• In collaboration with Qatar Red Crescent Society, IHH conducted regular health 
screenings through 3 mobile clinics cosisted of 3 doctors, 6 nurses and 4 
assistants, at IDP camps, Mogadishu from which daily 200 people and in total 
27,000 people have benefited out of which 50-70 % were women and children. 
The patients have been as well provided free medicines if required.  
 

• IHH brought 14 children who need emergency medical treatment because of 
malnourishment from Somalia to Turkey in cooperation with TIKA-Turkish 
International Development and Cooperation Agency and Turkish Airlines. The 
children aged three to six were accompanied by an adult. Five of the children who 
had congenital heart defects clung to life following surgeries carried out by cardiac 
specialists. The children along with their accompaniers returned back home by 13 
November 2011 following the end of their treatments in Istanbul. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 18,175 medicines were sent to Somalia on the first aid vessel that arrived on 13 
September 2011. 

 
 

Education: 
 

Educational materail consisting of a bag with pensils, erasers and notebooks were 
provided to 3,000 children in Mogadishu along with a pair of shoes and some clothes. 
 

Protection: 
 

In order to help orphaned children and their families, IHH has already been involved in 
several activities and initiated some projects in Somalia after the crisis this year;  
 

• Widows impoverment projects: IHH has launched several projects under the 
name “widows impoverment projects” in order to enact and make real an ongoing 
structure to alleviate the extreme poverty faced by widows in Somalia through 
providing different tools & materials such us sewing machines, corn grinding 
machines, etc. and creating opportunities that enable and empower widows to 
establish their own self-sufficiency and independence. In this context, sewing 
machines were delivered to 50 widows, susame grinding machine to 10 widows 
and dairy cattle to 20 widows. I n total, 80 widows and their families benefited 
from the programs.  
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• Monthly sponsorship of orphans: IHH, sponsoring 23,236 orphans in 35 
countries across the world and in Turkey for last many years, has also been 
regulary sponsoring orphaned children by montly payments in Somalia. The total 
number of the sponsored orphans in Somalia has reached to 2,964 by this year. 

The most meaningful campaign of print Media in Turkey has become the one that 
AKIT newspaper in cooperation with IHH initiated on 7 September 2011 in order 
to create more awareness about the sufferings of orphaned children and their 
families in Somalia in particular and in Africa in general through the newspaper to 
its readers. The campaign in a very short time got very successfull in delivering its 
message to the people and 5,120 readers applied for “Sponsor Family System” of 
IHH for orphaned children accross Africa.    

• Relief distributions to widows and orphans: Orphaned children and their 
families were at the core of the relief distributions done by the teams of IHH in 
Somalia as it has always been in rest of the places in the world IHH has activities 
and projects. In addition to the relief items distribution, 2,777 orphans and 
widows were provided with cash-Alms during the Holy Month of Ram adan worth $ 
140,000 in Mogadishu, Hiran, Bay, M. Shabelle and L. Shabelle.  

• Construction of an educational complex for orphaned children: IHH has 
started the construction of an educational complex worth $ 1,7 million in the 
capital Mogadishu to offer services to 1,400 orphans, 200 of them as boarders. 
The complex will have two dormitory building; one for boys and one for girls, a 
school, a library, a computer laboratory, a mess with a kitchen, a masjid, a 
playground, sports ground, an administrative block, residental blocks for staff, a 
guest house and a deep well.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Plan of the Complex 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Foundation of the Complex officialy was laid by the Deputy Prime Minister, Bekir 
Bozdağ on 28.11.2011. 
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Emergency Shelter and NFIs: During the reporting period, 500 tarpoulins, 1,000 
pieces of 20-liter jerry cans and 500 sets of kitchen utensils were distributed at IDP 
camps in Mogadishu benefiting 3,500 people.  
 

REHABILITATION, RECOVERY & DEVELOPMENT: 
 

Though humanitarian crisis in Somalia is not ower and there is still a strong need for 
humanitarian relief, but it is also necessary to continue with development programs, 
social & economic rehabilitation. IHH has recently undertaken some rehabilitation, 
recovery and development projects in Somalia: 
 

Provision of Income Generating Tools/Materials: 
In order to encourage families to return their 
homeland from refuge and engage in small income 
generating activities, IHH has launched a project by 
providing different income generation tools / 
material to the IDPs in Mogadishu. The Foundation 
expects having a positive effect on all family 
members through contributing to improved 
livelihoods. Druing the reporting period, 50 Carts 
benefiting 300 persons, 100 Large Cattle 
benefitting 6,000 persons, 50 Corn Grinding 

Machines benefitting 300 persons and 50 Sesame Grinding Machines benefitting 300 
persons were distributed. Total 6,900 people got benefited from the programs.  
 
Agriculture: 
 

• Irrigation Canal: The work for an irrigation canal of 2 km has already started 
and will be completed in two months with an aim to boost the agriculture in 
Somalia by increasing the irrigable lands and the amount of water per land. The 
canal will be carrying water from the Shabelle River which is the longest river in 
Somalia and starts from the high lands of Ethiopia to Kollebi and Bolaseyh villages 
of L. Shabelle irrigating 3,000 hectar land of the farmers that are located by the 
canal. 

 
• Provision of Tractors: In order to promote the modern agriculture in Somalia, 

improve the agricultural activities and increase agricultural productivity, IHH has 
delivered 4 tractors in Jaran, Muri, Alla Amin, Jameo and Gololeey villages of 
Lower Shabelle and Middle Shabelle. Tractors are used by each the farmer 
according to time table prepared by themselves and the head of each village 
identified by our organization. The farmers that use tractor ay the cost of fuel 
only. 
 

• A group of agricultural engineers and experts from Turkey was sent to Somalia in 
order to conduct land research to find out what kinds of plants could be grown in 
the region. After their detail work, a five-year training program has been designed 
to be implemented on a large piece of land belonging to IHH. A school is to be on 
the land where all modern farming techniques and trainingd in different crops be 
offered and farmers be provided with logistic support to apply their learning 
during and after the program. They are to as well be given help with acquiring 
seeds, irrigation water and agricultural machines.  
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Reconstruction:  
 

IHH has recently started reconstruction of houses for 
the families living in Jameo Village, Middle Shabelle, 
Somalia whose houses were burnt by a fire that 
destroyed 24 houses in total. In order to provide a 
proper house to the families, IHH has started the 
contruction that will benefit 168 people.   
 
KENYA 

 

The teams of IHH-Humanitarian Relief Foundation arrived in Dadaab on 20 July 2011 and 
have been involved in relief activities mainly at IFO, Dagahaley and Hagadari cmaps in 
Dadaab on the Kenya and Somalia border since then in coordination with the Turkish 
Embassy in Nairobi and representatives as well participated in the meetings of the UN. 
IHH has carried out the following activities for the reporting period;  
 

Food: 
 

As part of humanitarian assistance efforts in the region, 
IHH-Humanitarian Relief Foundation distributed daily 
2,000 food packs to the refugees worth 1,646,020 
Euros.  Total 810 tons of different food items rice, 
sugar, cooking oil, tea, wheat flour, milk, salt and juice 
were delivered to 370,816 people at the camps. 

During Holy Month of Ramadan, IHH served 15 days hot 
meals as iftar-breaking fasting- to 3,000 people daily 
that totaled by the end of the month 45,000 people.  
 
A soup kitchen with a capacity of serving daily to 2,000 
families one time a day has been established and has 
started on 10 December 2011. 
 

Moreover, IHH teams distributed 36,280 kg meat to 
7,256 families. 

 
WASH:  
In addressing the need for water, 2 water tanks of 10 
tons capacity have been installed by the teams of IHH in 
two different places through which 220,000 liter water 
has been carried to the villages. Moreover, 30 water wells 
have also been drilled benefiting to 7,000 people. 
 
IHH has well started drilling of 30 water wells. 
 
 

 
A small cleaning area on a land of 100 square meter by CGI sheet walls and concrete 
floor having 5 toilets, 5 shower cabins and a cloth washing place has been constructed by 
IHH where ladies take bath, give bath to their children and wash their clothes. 
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Health: 
 

• In cooperation between IHH and Association of International Doctors (AID), a 
health team of nine doctors and medical personnel have been providing health 
services daily to 300-400 people at refugee camps in Dadaab through its 6 field 
tent clinics. The medicines and Medical material provided to the people at the 
camps by IHH teams has reached to 20 tons.  
 

• IHH has well started construction of a basic health clinic in Dadaab that started its 
services by 7 November 2011 serving to 700-800 people a day. 
 

• In order to carry out health services, doctors accross the world have been 
coordinating with IHH mainly from Turkey, Bahrain, Malaysia, Indonesia. Each 
medical team is serving at the camps 15 days minimum. Number of the doctors 
and medical staff visited and served at Dadaab camps for the reporting period is 
65. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Education:  

 
42 Duksi-local educational centers have been established by 
IHH at different locations at Dadaab camps with a capacity of 
70 to 90 persons each that help the refugees continue their 
education. These centers benefit around 3,360 with an 
average of 70 persons each.  

 
 

Construction of a Masjid: A small masjid of 20 x 25 meters 
with the capacity of approximately 825 people has been 
constructed at the camp where the refugees offer their 
prayers.  

 

ETHIOPIA 
 
As a part of humanitarian assistance to the people of Somalia, IHH-Humanitarian Relief 
Foundation has also conducted several food distribution programs to the refugees in 
Ethiopis. IHH has delivered 165,2 tons in total of different food items such as corm 
cooking o  il, rice, dates packed reaching 28,000 refugees.  


