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It is still vivid scene in our conscious that almost 250 thousand people lost their lives after 

the deadly famine in Somalia in 2011. This sad incident resulted extensive refugee flows into 

neighboring Kenya and Ethiopia besides tragic human and animal losses. As known, Turkey’s 

timely humanitarian response to the humanitarian crisis in Somalia prevented more human 

death and assisted to recharge the country’s unfortunate destiny.  

However, Somalia today witness another drought and famine just 6 years after the 2011 

famine.  Whether political or not, food crisis should have to be considered at the highest 

level since it threats human life in the first place. In the history of Somalia there have been 

periods in which migrations and human suffering were at most. When considered current 

crisis in Somalia, livestock and human losses due to food and water scarcity because of failed 

rains seem to be key factors.  

 

SOMALIA HUMANITARIAN SNAPSHOT  

More than two decades of armed conflict and political turmoil caused extensive 

humanitarian crisis in Somalia. Although there are some recent improvement in the political 

structure of country, various factors still continue causing immense humanitarian 

catastrophe. In various fields there are acute needs for humanitarian aid. Approximately 6.2 

million of Somalia people, the half of the nation, currently need assistance on different 

levels. People in Somalia suffer due to huge number of IDPs, drought, food crisis, cholera 

outbreaks, water scarcity, damaged education and health sectors, lack of medicine, weak 
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government institutions and terrorism. For that humanitarian sector in Somalia urgently 

needs funding from foreign donors.       

The current crisis in Somalia is a result of drought due to failed rains in the last two years. 

%60 of Somalia population live in rural and they highly depend on seasonal rains. Micro-

sized agriculture and livestock are main income activities of the rural population in Somalia. 

People in rural get income from the activities depending on rains. For that, rain failures more 

than two seasons broke the environmental cycle and are able to create humanitarian 

disasters. This ends with livestock loss and malnutrition.   

Decrease on agricultural harvest and number of livestock automatically increase market 

prices and cause indirect poverty. The crisis effects all sectors, especially women and 

children get effected most. Poor condition of livestock trigger decrease of its market prices. 

This directly lower income of rural families since livestock is usually only source for income. 

On the contrary, market prices of agricultural and animal products like wheat, rice and milk 

are on rise due to scarcity. Water shortage and malnutrition cause various health problems. 

In the most affected zones there are several hospitalized people due to malnutrition. Water 

scarcity, dried pasture and food shortage highly effected lives of human and animals in 

drought effected lands.      

Families share their food items with animals to keep them alive or alternatively lower their 

number of meals that certainly cause malnutrition. Decrease on animal prices in markets 

directly lower income level for households and extend poverty. Moreover, poor harvest 

increase product prices in the markets and this similarly weaken purchasing power of 

households. The other trend in the drought effected areas is worsening health conditions 

and increase on certain diseases. When disease like diarrhea, measles and cholera combine 

with malnutrition it would be fatal. Poor physical conditions of hospitals and clinics in 

Somalia pave the way for late responses to the cases.    

Bay, Lower Shabelle, Jubbaland, Putland and part of Somaliland are mostly effected areas 

from the current famine. IDP camps have emerged in certain locations including Mogadishu. 

It is estimated that more than 250 thousand people already left their homes to search food 

during the last four months. As Somalia government declared human death already began 

due to food shortage.      
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IHH in SOMALIA 

International aid organizations, especially Western INGOs, and UN agencies have preferred 

staying far from Somalia due to weak security conditions in the country for many years. 

Limited number of local NGOs in addition to some organizations from the Gulf countries and 

Turkey have taken active role in preventing humanitarian crisis in the country since 2011. As 

known, Turkey has become a well-known humanitarian actor in Somalia after the 

humanitarian intervention during the 2011 famine. Since that time various official and civil 

organizations have been implementing project in Somalia combining humanitarian aid along 

with developmental aid.  

IHH is one of the well-known organizations implementing and funding projects in Somalia. 

However, IHH’s history in Somalia goes back to late 90s. Similar to many INGOs, after the 

deadly famine of 2011 IHH also increased its humanitarian and developmental projects in 

Somalia in various field such as education, orphan care, water & sanitation etc. From the 

beginning till now IHH has been aware of that only humanitarian aid could not help to 

eradicate poverty of people in Somalia. For that reason IHH combined its efforts through 

both humanitarian and development aid programs.   

IHH Humanitarian Relief Foundation employs various projects in Somalia for two decades 

with its sub-branch in Mogadishu. Believing necessity of strong civil society for rural 

development, IHH supports local civil society organizations throughout the country. Besides 

supporting orphans and orphan families, IHH prioritizes rural development via education, 

agriculture and animal farming.   

 

EMERGENCY AID 

Somalia witnesses on-going food shortages due to the droughts since the state collapse in 

1991. For that emergency food aid becomes vital for surviving of Somalia people during the 

famine crisis. In 2011 like many other Turkish organization IHH also escalated its emergency 

food aid to prevent the crisis. 4 cargo vessels carrying food and medical items have been 

sent to Mogadishu by IHH. Since the early days of 2011 famine IHH has been providing food 

assistance to needed families.    
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IHH started working on the current crisis immediately as news came up through local and 

international media. The first food distributions have been immediately implemented in Bay 

state and Mogadishu in March for 9.000 people. IHH aims to increase its efforts to minimize 

the effects of the drought for that after the consultation with local authorities IHH 

designated locations that requires priority. At the same time to deliver emergency aid 

packages transportation channels have been specified. IHH has capacity to implement 

lifesaving projects in the most effected locations throughout its local partner organizations in 

Somalia.       

 

BOREHOLES AND WATER WELLS PROGRAM 

Water sources dried up because of failed rains in Somalia. The main reason was obviously 

dense evaporation and inadequate rain volume. While ponds, small lakes, streams, water 

wells which livestock and people use for drinking water and agriculture dried up and it 

effects livestock badly. That left households which provide income through their livestock in 

a difficulty.  

One of the major problems in Somalia is water scarcity. Especially in rural communities it has 

a vital importance for people and livelihoods. As known Somalia has been witnessing 

periodic drought since the collapse of Somalia state in 1991. Major droughts in 1991, 2011 

and 2017 caused great number of death in the country. Being aware of that fact IHH has 

been continuously investing in development of water sources in Somalia.  

Water is vital source for agriculturalists and animal breeders. In the mid and long term it is 

compulsory to reduce dependency on rains. For that infrastructure and developmental 

projects should prioritize water safety. Investment on infrastructure has to be done in the 

mid and long term period.    

So far IHH has completed drilling 1.669 shallow water wells across Somalia costing 7,5 

million dollars. More than 800 thousand people reached clean water through the completed 

wells. In 2015 IHH started another program for drilling extra 36 boreholes in the middle and 

southern parts of Somalia in collaboration with Islamic Development Bank (IDB). The project, 

costing 6,7 million dollars, aims to provide safe drinking water to rural communities.    
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EYE SURGERY PROGRAM 

IHH surgical teams perform free eye screening and cataract surgeries in various hospitals in 

Somalia since 2008. The surgery program aims to cure preventable eye diseases like cataract 

by surgery and free drug supply. So far 14.000 free surgery have been successfully 

performed under the program costing 850 thousand dollars.  

 

Free eye surgeries per year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIVITIES RELATED TO ORPHANS 

The civil war and intra-clan conflicts in Somalia left millions of children in a vulnerable 

environment. Orphan number in the country is so high and there are not proper mechanisms 

caring children that lost their parents. IHH’s orphan activities has a long history in the 

country. Since 2010, IHH is performing orphan solidarity day in Somalia yearly to fund 

income generating projects for families with orphans. In 2012 IHH started construction of 

Anatolia orphanage in Mogadishu. The project was completed in 2013 and started giving 

accommodation and education for 482 children.   

2008 1350 

2009 4572 

2010 4078 

2012 1.000 

2013 1.000 

2014 1.000 

2015 1.000 

TOTAL SURGERY in SOMALIA 14.000 
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IHH orphan sponsorship program covers 5.214 orphans across Somalia by providing 30 

dollars monthly cash support for each orphan. The amount is paid families to meet 

education and health requirements of the orphans. Additionally, new dress, shoes and 

education materials are provided to each orphan periodically.   

 

PROJECTS RELATED TO AGRICULTURE 

Another problematic area in the country is agriculture sector. The civil war and on-going 

armed conflicts have severely damaged farming activities. Federal government in Somalia 

has no national planning for agricultural production since several regional fragmentation in 

the country. This creates big gap on demand and supply levels. Moreover, although the 

country has large area of fertile soil for agriculture it witnesses food shortages periodically.  

To prevent this contradiction IHH in collaboration with TİKA (Turkish Cooperation and 

Development Agency) started a program focusing on development of agriculture sector in 

the country. With the program one of the objectives is to increase capacity of micro-sized 

farmers through practical and theoretical education. To achieve this objective IHH 

established a school with a garden and greenhouse for training young farmers by facilitating 

practical and theoretical classes. Through this project IHH teams experimented best suited 

products for Somali’s soil and introduced new products for cultivation. Under the program 

more than 450 young farmers received theoretical and practical classes. Addition to that IHH 

recently completed establishment of Anatolia Faculty of Agriculture in Zemzem University 

that will provide education opportunity for 300 students per year.   

 


