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This document provides a summary of incidents and trends involving explosive devices as reported in various 
unclassified publications during November 2011. As this report seeks to share information of explosive events with the 
broader civil-military community, the use of the term IED has been expanded to include explosive incidents in general 
and is not restricted solely to devices that have been improvised. Related information is available at www.cimicweb.org. 
Hyperlinks to source material are highlighted in blue and underlined in the text.  
 

 

NATO’s Defence against Terrorism Centre of Excellence (DaT-CoE) reported 383 people were killed and 745 

others injured from 265 reported global IED, vehicle-borne IED, or suicide bomber attacks during November 

2011
1
.  Although the number of IED incidents and casualties as reported by the DaT-CoE is at the lowest level 

recorded over the past year (see figure 1), the numbers of people killed or injured by IEDs are not insignificant.  

By comparison, there were 343 non-IED related global terrorism incidents in November that resulted in 405 

deaths and 334 wounded.       

 

       
 

                                                                 
1
 Various government, non-government, and international organizations maintain databases that track global terrorism and IED events.  These 

databases differ in terms of their security classification, availability and accessibility to analysts; in their definition, criteria, and classification of 

events; and timeliness of reporting. Classified military databases in Iraq and Afghanistan, which include IED explosions, IED found / cleared, turn-

ins, and hoaxes, consistently report higher numbers of IED incidents. For consistency and availability, the CFC C-IED knowledge manager uses 
unclassified IED data from NATO’s Defence-against-Terrorism Centre of Excellence’s (DaT-CoE) monthly reports. Detailed trends data and incident 

information through December 2010 are primarily derived from the University of Maryland’s National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and 

Responses to Terrorism (START), which graciously allows analysts to download information from their online global terrorism database. 2011 IED 
events are compiled from various unclassified news reports. Some information is provided by the Realtime Analysis and Publishing of IED Data 

(RAPID) and the US Joint IED Defeat Organization (JIEDDO) contracted weekly publication which JIEDDO has kindly shared with the CFC.      
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Figure 1 

Source: Compiled from data extracted from DaT-CoE Nov 2010 – Nov 2011 monthly reports 
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Afghanistan 
 

On 3 November, NATO’s Secretary General, Anders Fogh Rasmussen, told Agence France Presse (AFP) that 

Taliban insurgents have been weakened in Afghanistan despite recent headline-grabbing attacks. Mr. Rasmussen 

said NATO’s mission was “moving in the right direction and enemy attacks have actually dropped by 26 percent 

from July to September as compared to the same period last year”.   

 

A review of coalition forces fatalities show that 18 of the 27 military members killed in Afghanistan during 

November 2011 were due to improvised explosive devices. A total of sixteen NATO soldiers were killed in IED 

attacks in Kandahar and Helmand, while the other two fatalities occurred in eastern Afghanistan’s Paktia 

province. By comparison, in October 2011, 17 of 42 NATO casualties were due to IEDs – five soldiers
2
 from a 

high-profile suicide vehicle attack in Kabul, six in eastern Afghanistan, and six in southern Afghanistan.   

 

In terms of IED attacks that impacted Afghan civilians, a compilation of November open source reporting posted 

on the ISAF Media Monitoring site shows 23 IED-related incidents that resulted in 62 police or civilians killed 

and 74 others injured. Seven of these attacks resulted in significant numbers of casualties, four of which took 

place in northern Afghanistan.   

 

 The most deadly occurred on 7 November, when a roadside bomb explosion in Badghis province during 

the Eid-al-Adha holiday killed two police officers and nine civilians from the same family, including six 

children.   

 In another high-casualty incident, Afghan officials said a suicide bomber attack outside a mosque in 

Baghlan province on 6 November killed eight civilians and 18 others on the first day of Eid. This attack 

occurred despite the Taliban’s leader, Mullah Omar, issuing a strongly worded statement two days earlier 

that called for his followers to refrain from causing civilian casualties. 

 Five civilians, including two women and a child, were killed and three others wounded when their 

vehicle struck a roadside IED in Sar-i-pul province on 5 November.    

 On 13 November, eight civilians were killed when their vehicle hit an IED in Laghman province.  

 On 15 November, an remotely detonated IED placed on a donkey exploded in Faryab province, killing a 

policeman and injuring 17 civilians.  

 Finally, two separate IED explosions in Nargarhar and Uruzgan provinces killed eight Afghans, 

including seven children, and injured six other civilians on 18 November. 

 

Iraq 
 

A Reuters article on 18 November 2011 cited a senior Iraqi official saying that the US pullout from Iraq’s 

northern and western provinces has given al Qaeda and its affiliates an opening to revive operations in its former 

strongholds. While violence in Iraq is significantly reduced from the sectarian fighting in 2006 - 2007, bombings 

and killings persists. A senior Iraqi Interior Ministry official, Adnan al-Asadi, told Reuters that while Iraqi forces 

are “now able to contain insurgents…weaknesses in Iraqi forces are already coming to light in hotspots like 

Diyala province and the Mosul area” with the departure of US forces. Asadi indicated that while the number of 

US forces in northern and western Iraq are not large, the advanced capabilities of US forces enable them to 

control an area where insurgents have traditionally operated. With the US departure, a gap in the strategic triangle 

area of “Diyala, Salhuddin, Anbar and Mosul” will exist.   

 

While comprehensive unclassified data on the number of IED attacks in Iraq is not readily available, the Beirut 
Daily Star report that, despite a series of IED attacks that took place in late November, the number of Iraqis killed 

                                                                 
2
 The 29 October suicide car bomb attack on an armoured shuttle bus in Kabul killed eight American civilian contract workers and four Afghans in 

addition to the four American soldiers and a Canadian soldier fatalities. 

https://km.cimicweb.org/CounterIED/nato-sees-afghan-progress-despite-spectacular-attacks.pdf
http://www.icasualties.org/OEF/Index.aspx
https://km.cimicweb.org/sites/C-IED/Documents/CFC%20C-IED%20products/IED-related%20Trends%20and%20Issues-%20October%202011%20-%20final%20draft_jc.pdf
http://www.isafmedia.org/
http://www.cnn.com/2011/11/08/world/asia/afghanistan-violence/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/07/world/asia/suicide-bomber-kills-8-in-afghanistan.html?_r=1&ref=todayspaper
http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2011/11/05/5-civilians-dead-sar-i-pul-roadside-bombing
http://www.isafmedia.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=130832&Itemid=3
http://www.isafmedia.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=130966&Itemid=3
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/11/18/us-iraq-withdrawal-qaeda-idUSTRE7AH10X20111118
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2011/Dec-01/155748-iraq-death-toll-down-in-november.ashx#axzz1fOdtNeVS
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in November was significantly less than in October. According to the report, 187 Iraqis - 112 civilians, 42 

policemen, and 33 soldiers - were killed in insurgent attacks during November. In comparison, the death toll in 

these attacks was 27% less than the number killed in October, when 258 Iraqis were killed.   

 

However, due to several high-profile IED attacks that took place in late October and November, other open-

source reporting expressed concerns that violence may be increasing. On 27 October, twin bombings, set four 

minutes apart, in a busy commercial street in a Shiite neighbourhood killed at least 30 people and wounded 71 

others. On 3 November, ten people were killed and 25 others were wounded when a suicide bomber detonated his 

explosive vest in front of an Iraqi army base near Baquba, a town approximately 65 kilometres north of Baghdad.  

On 6 November, at least 10 people were killed when three bombs exploded at a busy market in Baghdad where 

people were shopping for the Muslim festival of Eid al-Adha on 6 Nov. Between 24 and 26 November, three 

high-profile IED attacks added to security concerns. 

 

 Iraqi police officials said at least 19 people were killed and 67 others wounded Thursday, 24 November, 

when a roadside bomb and a motorcycle exploded in a busy commercial district in the southern city of 

Basra. The attack began with an IED explosion, and when onlookers and security forces arrived to 

investigate, a motorcycle rigged with explosives detonated, causing the bulk of the casualties. 

 

 A string of explosions took place in Baghdad on Saturday, 26 November, killing at least 15 people and 

wounding 30 others. The first explosion occurred in the western part of the city where seven people 

were killed. A few hours later, three bombs exploded in a shopping area in Baghdad, killing eight Iraqi 

civilians.  

 

 On Monday, 28 November, a yellow taxi loaded with explosives detonated at the crowded front gates of 

a prison in Taji, north of Baghdad, killing at least 13 people and injuring at least 22 others. Many of the 

victims were security guards or civilians waiting to visit jailed family members. Later the same day,  

another explosion targeted Iraq’s speaker of Parliament. The attack wounded a lawmaker and several 

security guards. 

 

These attacks, over a relatively short period, have heightened concerns regarding the potential for increased 

insurgent attacks.  

 

Other notable IED-related explosive events 
 

 The Nigeria Tribune reported over 70 police officers may have been killed in Boko Haram bomb attacks in 

Damaturu, Nigeria on 5-6 November. A subsequent report on 7 November indicated 150 people died in the 

violence (see topical focus on Boko Haram in next section of this report).  

 

 The New York Times reported on 13 November that one of the top commanders in Iran’s ballistic missile 

program was among those killed Saturday in an explosion at a base for the Islamic Revolutionary Guards 

Corps. The Commander, Brigadier General Hassan Moghaddam, was killed along with 16 other 

Revolutionary Guards members at a military site outside Bidganeh, about 25 miles outside Tehran. Iranian 

officials went to pains to emphasize that the explosion was not sabotage or an attack by one of the insurgent 

groups it is fighting within its borders.  

 

 Reuters reported at least 10 people were killed and 27 wounded from a bomb blast in northern Myanmar on 

14 November. The explosion, in the city of Myitkyinar in the Kachin state, killed ten children. No one group 

claimed responsibility for the attack; however, Kachin state is one of Myanmar’s most dangerous regions and 

has been affected by decades of conflict between ethnic separatists and government forces.   

 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2011/Dec-01/155748-iraq-death-toll-down-in-november.ashx#axzz1fOdtNeVS
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/11/06/us-iraq-violence-idUSTRE7A50PQ20111106
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/28/world/middleeast/iraq-bombs-at-music-shop-kill-18.html?adxnnl=1&src=recg&adxnnlx=1319828468-0CWLLvVEYcYTrDPIryQSvQ
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/10/28/us-iraq-violence-toll-idUSTRE79R2MH20111028
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/10/28/us-iraq-violence-toll-idUSTRE79R2MH20111028
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/world/2011-11/03/c_131227825.htm
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/world/2011-11/03/c_131227825.htm
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/11/06/us-iraq-violence-idUSTRE7A50PQ20111106
http://www.cnn.com/2011/11/24/world/meast/iraq-violence/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2011/11/26/bombs-kill-15-in-and-around-baghdad/
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/29/world/middleeast/13-killed-in-car-bomb-attack-outside-baghdad-prison.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=bombings&st=cse
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2011/11/28/suicide-car-bomber-kills-11-in-baghdad/?test=latestnews
http://tribune.com.ng/sun/news/5521-yobe-over-70-police-officers-feared-killed-in-boko-haram-attacks
http://www.thenationonlineng.net/2011/index.php/news/25500-boko-haram-exodus-in-yobe-as-death-toll-hits-150.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/14/world/middleeast/iran-blast-kills-revolutionary-guards-commander-at-base.html?ref=middleeast
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/14/world/middleeast/iran-blast-kills-revolutionary-guards-commander-at-base.html?ref=middleeast
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/11/14/us-myanmar-violence-idUSTRE7AD0R120111114


                I E D - r e l a t e d  T r e n d s  a n d  I s s u e s :  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 1  i n  R e v i e w  
 

December 2011  Page 4 

 In Somalia, al Shabaab is suspected of conducting a number of explosive attacks in late November. On 23 

November, an explosion in southern Mogadishu killed at least 11 civilians and injured an unspecified number  

of other people. On 25 November, a Somali military vehicle was hit by an IED, causing a number of injuries 

among the soldiers. On 28 November, seven people were wounded in an remote control IED explosion in a 

hospital in Mogadishu. Finally, five people were killed when a suicide bomber exploded his bomb at the gate 

of a military base in Mogadishu on 29 November. According to the report from the Vancouver Sun, no one 

group claimed responsibility for the attack, but Mogadishu has seen an increase in IED attacks and grenade 

explosions since al Shabaab abandoned fixed positions and switched to using guerrilla tactics in August.   

 
December Topical Focus:  The Evolution of Nigeria’s Boko Haram 
  
On 26 August 2011, a suicide bomber drove a vehicle loaded with explosives through two security barriers into 

the lobby of the United Nations (UN) headquarters in Abuja, Nigeria, killing at least 23 people and injuring more 

than 80 others. According to the New York Times, fifteen of the dead were UN staff personnel, and a witness said 

the explosion destroyed three of the buildings’s seven floors. The blast wave was reportedly large enough to 

flatten a water tower 100 metres away. Boko Haram, a Nigerian Islamist insurgency group, claimed responsibility 

for the attack in a phone call to the BBC.   

 

Prior to this attack, a 7 November 2011 Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) background paper stated that some 

experts had considered Boko Haram as leading a revolt against the Nigerian government’s “entrenched 

corruption, abusive security forces, strife between the disaffected Muslim north and Christian south, and 

widening regional economic disparity in an impoverished country”. However, the attack on the UN compound in 

Abuja lends support to recent concerns by analysts and officials that Boko Haram is increasingly adopting the 

methods of global terrorists. A week prior to the UN bombing, a New York Times article described Boko Haram 

as a “shadowy Islamist insurgency…[that] appears to be branching out and collaborating with Al-Qaeda’s 

affiliaties…in near-daily assaults and bombings, using improvised explosive devices that can be detonated 

remotely and bear the hallmarks of Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb”. Chidi Anselm Odinkalu of the Open 

Society Justice Initiative, said the attack on the UN building is a departure “from the narrative [the group] have so 

far constructed…and makes Boko Haram an international threat”. A US House of Representatives Homeland 

Security Subcommittee report released on 30 November said this attack on an international, non-Nigerian entity 

by Boko Haram marks a “significant shift in the targeting and goals of the group”. This month’s C-IED focus will 

provide a closer examination of Boko Haram and its activites over the past several years. 

 

The Early Years   

 

Boko Haram is an Islamic sect based primarily in the northeastern                   

part of Nigeria. According to the Nigeria Guardian, the                

group was primarily based in the states of Borno, Yobe, Katsina,           

Kaduna, Bauchi, Gombe, and Kano (figure 2) in its early beginnings,                   

but have since expanded to “virtually all northern states and are           

advancing their frontiers to other parts of the country”. The             

group’s official name is Jama’afu Ahlis Sunna Lidda’awati wal-Jihad,                

which in Arabic means ‘people committed to the propagation of the          

prophet’s teachings and jihad’. In the northeastern Nigerian town of           

Maiduguri where the group began, the local people called it Boko             

Haram, which, in the local Hausa language, means ‘western                      

education is forbidden’.   

 

Figure 2 

http://www.geographic.org/maps/nigeria_maps.htm

l 

http://channel6newsonline.com/2011/11/suspected-al-shabaab-bomb-blast-in-mogadishu-kills-11/
http://allafrica.com/stories/201111250350.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201111281498.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Five+dead+Mogadishu+military+bomb+blast+officials/5786754/story.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14964554
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/27/world/africa/27nigeria.html?_r=1&pagewanted=all
http://www.time.com/time/printout/0,8816,2101780,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/printout/0,8816,2101780,00.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14677957
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14677957
http://www.cfr.org/africa/boko-haram/p25739
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/18/world/africa/18nigeria.html?_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/18/world/africa/18nigeria.html?_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/27/world/africa/27nigeria.html?_r=1&pagewanted=all
https://www.cimicweb.org/CounterIED/74286783-Homeland-Security-Committee-Report-Boko-Haram-Emerging-Threat-to-the-U-S-Homeland.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/CounterIED/74286783-Homeland-Security-Committee-Report-Boko-Haram-Emerging-Threat-to-the-U-S-Homeland.pdf
http://www.guardiannewsngr.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=53730:boko-haram-history-ideas-and-revolt-2&catid=72:focus&Itemid=598
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13809501
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Boko Haram began in the mid-1990s as a religious study group. In 2002, a charistmatic young cleric name 

Mohammed Yusuf assumed control of the group. Human Rights Watch researcher Eric Guttschuss said Yusuf 

gained supporters by speaking out against police and political corruption. The CFR background paper said the 

group did not seek to violently overthrow the government prior to 2009, but to establish an Islamic state in 

Nigeria, including the implementation of sharia law.  

 

From 2002 – mid-2009, Boko Haram engaged primarily in low-level battles with local police forces. However, 

according to a series on the history and ideas of Boko Haram by Shensu Sani of Nigeria’s Civil Rights Congress, 

a confrontation between Boko Haram followers and a Borno state security organisation in July 2009 led to Boko 

Haram supporters attacking a police station in Bauchi town on 26 July 2009. The attack and the subsequent police 

operations in Bauchi resulted in the deaths of 39 Boko Haram members, two police officers and one soldier. Over 

the next several days, nearly 700 people were reportedly killed between Boko Haram and security forces in 

violence that spread across four northern Nigerian states. The battle came to an end when Nigerian security forces 

captured and killed Boko Haram’s leader, Mohammed Yusuf, on 30 July 2009. With Yusuf’s death, many of 

Boko Haram’s leaders fled to other parts of Nigeria and neighboring countries.   

 

Resurgence and Increased Violence 

 

The death of Mohammed Yusuf did not lead to the eradication of Boko Haram. Instead, Boko Haram evolved. 

According to Shettima Khalifa Dikwa, chairman of the Voters Forum at the University of Maiduguri, “Boko 

Haram was a result of social injustice”. Pervasive poverty, government corruption, heavy-handed security 

measures, and a feeling of Muslim alienation were factors that led to the rise of the group. Many of these 

underlying economic and social issues were not addressed by the state, leading to continued popular resentment.   

 

Traditionally, Boko Haram’s primary targets had been individuals and institutions related to Nigerian society.  

This include attacks on people engaged in un-Islamic practices such as drinking alcohol or playing cards to 

assaults on state and local facilities like police stations and banks. Drive-by shootings and armed assaults were 

generally the principal method of attacks. However, over the past year, there has been a significant shift in Boko 

Haram’s targets and tactics. Western analysts are now concerned that recent attacks attributed to Boko Haram 

point to the sharing of weapons, expertise, and increased collaboration between the group and al-Qaeda in the 

Lands of the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) and al Shabaab.    

 

An analysis of the University of Maryland’s National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to 

Terrorism (START) global terrorism database showed there were eleven armed attacks and two bombings 

attributed to Boko Haram in 2010. Shehu Sani, in his article on the history, ideas and revolt of Boko Haram, 

listed eight explosive related incidents in addition to armed assaults conducted by Boko Haram in 2010. While 

attribution of attacks is always difficult
3
, there is a degree of correlation

4
 between the two sets of data. Two 

attacks in particular stood out. Nigerian police said Boko Haram gunmen attacked a prison in Bauchi on 7 

September 2010, freeing more than 730 inmates. Boko Haram was also blamed for a series of bombings on 

Christmas eve in Jos that killed 32 people and injured at least 74 others.    

 

                                                                 
3
 Attribution of attacks is difficult because not all groups claim responsibility for their actions. In some cases, groups that may not have conducted 

the attack may choose to claim responsibility for attention to its cause.    
4
 The difference in the number of explosive-related incidents may be related to the definition of an explosive attack and to the attribution of an attack 

to a specific group. A close examination of the University of Maryland START data shows there were seven unattributed explosive attacks in 2010.  
The dates for four of the unattributed bombing attacks correspond to dates of alleged Boko Haram bomb attacks cited by Sani. Another bombing 

attack attributed to Boko Haram by Sani was attributed to the Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta by the START database.   

http://www.cfr.org/africa/boko-haram/p25739
http://www.cfr.org/africa/boko-haram/p25739
http://newsdiaryonline.com/shehu_boko_haram.htm
https://www.cimicweb.org/CounterIED/74286783-Homeland-Security-Committee-Report-Boko-Haram-Emerging-Threat-to-the-U-S-Homeland.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/CounterIED/74286783-Homeland-Security-Committee-Report-Boko-Haram-Emerging-Threat-to-the-U-S-Homeland.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/CounterIED/74286783-Homeland-Security-Committee-Report-Boko-Haram-Emerging-Threat-to-the-U-S-Homeland.pdf
http://newsdiaryonline.com/shehu_boko_haram.htm
http://in.reuters.com/article/2011/11/14/idINIndia-60515120111114
https://www.cimicweb.org/sites/C-IED/Documents/IED-related%20Background%20References%20and%20Reports/IED-related%20Readings%20and%20Reports/CTCSentinel-Sept2011.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/CounterIED/74286783-Homeland-Security-Committee-Report-Boko-Haram-Emerging-Threat-to-the-U-S-Homeland.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/CounterIED/74286783-Homeland-Security-Committee-Report-Boko-Haram-Emerging-Threat-to-the-U-S-Homeland.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/CounterIED/74286783-Homeland-Security-Committee-Report-Boko-Haram-Emerging-Threat-to-the-U-S-Homeland.pdf
http://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/
http://newsdiaryonline.com/shehu_boko_haram.htm
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/Nigeria-Says-732-Inmates-Freed-in-Attack-on-Prison--102422549.html
http://www.newsday.com/news/nation/multiple-blasts-in-nigeria-kill-1-wound-11-1.3381827
http://www.newsday.com/news/nation/multiple-blasts-in-nigeria-kill-1-wound-11-1.3381827
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In 2011, Boko Haram was allegedly responsible for several attacks in the run-up to Nigerian elections. In an 

article on 28 January 2011, The Telegraph reported the method of attack in the assassination of political candidate 

Modu Gannami Gubio, resembled that used by Boko Haram supporters. In addition to Mr. Gubio, the attack 

killed five people and injured five others. During the April elections, Boko Haram was said to be responsible for a 

number of bombings at polling centers and electoral commission offices. Boko Haram also claimed responsibility 

for several bombings in late May. One explosion at a market in Bauchi on 28 May killed 13 people and injured at 

least 20 others.     

 

According to the Long War Journal, Boko Haram’s association and support from AQIM and al Shabaab has led 

the organisation to embrace the tactic of suicide attacks. Prior to June 2011, there had not been a recorded suicide 

bomber attack in Nigeria. However, on 16 June 2011, a suicide bomber gained entrance into the National Police 

Headquarters in Abuja by merging into the convoy of the Police Inspector General. When stopped by a police 

official, the bomber detonated his IED, killing himself and at least five others. A second suicide bombing attempt 

took place on 17 August 2011, when a suicide bomber tried to ram his explosive-laden vehicle into a police 

station in Maiduguri. Police were able to kill the attacker before he could detonate his explosives. This was 

followed by the 26 August suicide vehicle-borne IED attack on the United Nations headquarters in Abuja. On 5 

November 2011, suspected Boko Haram members attempted a suicide vehicle attack on the Joint Task Force 

headquarters as well as IED attacks at three other locations in Maiduguri, Borno State.    

 

More recently, Boko Haram has conducted other deadly attacks in            

northeast Nigeria. The most deadly of these assaults took place in                     

the town of Damaturu (figure 3) in early November. The attack began                   

when a suicide bomber rammed his vehicle into the Yobe state police                                              

headquarters. The Red Cross reported at least 63 people were killed          

subsequently in attacks on nine churches and running battles with                          

security forces. Other sources say up to 150 people may have died          

in the violence. Boko Haram claimed responsibility for the attack                   

and said it planned to hit other government targets. True to its word,                    

an Associated Press report on 4 December 2011 said a raid by Boko              

Haram on police stations and banks in the town of Azare in Bauchi                 

state resulted in the death of a soldier, a police officer and four civilians.            

Finally, on 11 December 2011, three bombs exploded in the central  Nigerian city of Jos, killing one civilian and 

injuring eleven other people.     

 

Looking to the Future 

 

Without a doubt, economic disparity and rampant government corruption are significant issues in Nigeria. An 

August 2011 Human Rights Watch report on Nigeria said “corruption is so pervasive in Nigeria that it has turned 

public service for many into a kind of criminal enterprise. Graft has fuelled political violence, denied millions of 

Nigerians access to even the most basic health and education services, and reinforced police abuses and other 

widespread patterns of human rights violations”.   

 

In an article published on 14 November 2011, Reuters reported the perception that Nigerian officials are not 

dealing with the root causes of complaints have led to some local support for Boko Haram. Some experts, like 

Shehu Sani of Nigeria’s Civil Rights Congress, believe some degree of settlement with Boko Haram is possible 

despite the group’s violent tendencies. According to Sani, the group’s main demands are the release of their 

members from detention, compensation for members who have been killed and the rebuilding of their mosques 
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and homes. It will also be essential for the Nigerian government to improve economic opportunity as well as 

provide better education and healthcare services for the region. Others believe reconciliation will be more 

difficult, as the grievances of Boko Haram are “more diverse, less material, and are explicitly articulated as 

religious politics:.  

 

However, Nigerian and other international security officials are more concerned that Boko Haram may have 

splintered into multiple groups, with some factions focused on dealing with local social injustices and other 

groups seeking to solidify its ties to outside terrorists groups. Even before the UN bombing, General Carter Ham, 

commander of the US Africa Command, told the Associated Press that what is most worrying to him was “a 

clearly stated intent by Boko Haram and by al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb to coordinate and synchronize their 

efforts”. This was reinforced by a Reuters report on 14 November 2011 citing the Algerian deputy foreign 

minister saying there is evidence showing coordination between Boko Haram and the Algerian-based north 

African branch of al-Qaeda. According to General Ham, the concern is the potential threat of Boko Haram 

working with AQIM and al-Shabaab to create a terrorist network that “ranges from East Africa through the center 

and into the Sahel and Maghreb” with the intent to target westerners and the United States specifically. Given the 

recent increase in numbers and character of attacks attributed to Boko Haram, it will be a threat that is well worth 

monitoring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your organisation has unclassified, validated density or trends data that you wish to share with the wider civil-

military community, we would be very receptive if you could provide this information to the CimicWeb C-IED 

Knowledge Manager at john.caldwell@cimicweb.org. Source information would be credited appropriately. 

As always, your comments and feedback are welcome. Please email comments to the CFC Executive Officer & 

Strategic Engagement, robin.barnett@cimicweb.org. We encourage you to share this unclassified thematic report 

with other interested civilian or military personnel.   
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