
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 19 natural disasters affected 

about 553,000 people in the 

region in the first quarter of 

2013. Floods affected 71 per 

cent of all affected people.  

 Brazil is the region’s top 

donor, contributing $106 

million to humanitarian 

response since 2000.  

 Stronger engagement from 

humanitarian partners is 

needed on the issue of 

violence in the region. 41 of 

the 50 most dangerous cities 

in the world are in Latin 

America and the Caribbean. 

 A resurgence of coffee rust 

fungus is threatening the 

livelihoods of 1.7 million 

people in Central American 

and the Caribbean.  

  

AFFECTED 
PEOPLE 

Floods 394,680 

Drought 115,450 

Dengue 26,624 

Other 15,173 

TOTAL 551,927 

Source: Compiled from reports 
by national authorities on 
http://www.redhum.org  

 

 

 

Disasters affect over half a million people in 10 
countries in first quarter of 2013 
Bolivia and Peru hardest hit with 300,000 people affected 

In the first quarter of 2013, 19 natural disasters affected nearly 552,000 people in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, mostly as a result of regular rainy seasons in South America, cold weather in Central America 
and drought in North America. Bolivia and Peru were hit hardest, with 145,000 and 180,700 people 
affected respectively. In addition to purely weather-driven disasters, coffee rust – a fungus that damages 
coffee plants – re-appeared in Central America and the Dominican Republic after decades of control. The 
fungus has put thousands of small farmers at risk of food insecurity, as their livelihoods depend on this 
crop. To date, the fungus has caused an estimated US$550 million in losses. 

 

Natural disasters in Latin America and the Caribbean January – March 2013 

19 disaster events 551,927 people affected 

 
 

On average, climatic events cause 70 per cent of disasters in 
the region. In the first quarter of 2013, floods represented 
over 40 per cent of disasters. Source: Compiled from reports 
by national authorities on http://www.redhum.org 

Floods affected over 70 per cent of the total number of people 
affected by natural disasters in the first quarter of 2013. Source: 
Compiled from reports by national authorities on 
http://www.redhum.org 

 

While the number of disasters is decreasing (from 432 in 2005 to 310 in 2012), the number of people 
affected continues to be high. For example, according to Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of 
Disasters (CRED), over 3 million people were affected by Hurricane Sandy in Cuba (October 2012) and 
an earthquake in Guatemala (November 2012) alone. 
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2012 donor contributions down 40 per cent amid ongoing humanitarian needs 
and rising inequality 

Donor contributions to emergencies caused by natural disasters in Latin America and the Caribbean fell 
from $39 million in 2011 to $23 million in 2012, a drop of 41 per cent. As financial resources flowed mainly 
to regions with larger-scale needs and stronger media coverage. In 2012, Latin America and the 
Caribbean received 6 per cent of the $386.4 million in global humanitarian aid to emergencies tracked 
through the UN Financial Tracking Service.  

Despite the drop in donor support, the LAC region remains among the most vulnerable, with numerous 
small- and medium-scale disasters often affecting a cumulative number of people as large as or larger 
than a single major disaster1.  Another trend in the region is an increase in inequality. Although 
development indices are improving in many of Latin American and Caribbean countries, wealth 
distribution is far from equitable. As a result, the benefits of economic growth do not reach the most 
vulnerable people, leaving them less able to face emergencies without external assistance.  

Despite the inequality, the region is increasingly focusing on issues of humanitarian assistance, moving 
away from a model of receiving assistance towards one of preparedness, solidarity and cooperation with 
other affected countries. Countries that have often requested international assistance in the past, such 
as Bolivia and Peru, are responding to disasters with their own resources. 

  Brazil leads as region’s top donor, giving $55 million in 2012 

With economic growth of 1.2 per cent in 20122 and a yearly average of 
1 million people affected by natural disasters, Brazil is showing solidarity 
with the international humanitarian system and leading regional 
humanitarian assistance efforts. The country is a key stakeholder in 
OCHA’s efforts to strengthen disaster response preparedness and has 
mobilized its network of partners to promote this goal. As one of the 
region’s top donors to international humanitarian assistance, Brazil 
serves as a model for countries with emerging economies who are 
interested in supporting international humanitarian efforts. 

Since the 2010 earthquake, Brazil has donated over $21 million to Haiti 
for disaster response and preparedness efforts. As the biggest donor in 
the region, Brazil has given around $106 million in financial support 
since 2000, including over $2.6 million for the Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF). 

On 5 March, OCHA and the Government of Brazil led an event on global 
humanitarian action in 2013. In her message to donors, UN Under-
Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Valerie Amos set a goal to 
raise $10.4 billion to help 57 million people in 24 countries suffering from 
natural disasters and armed conflict.  

Humanitarian donors from Latin America and the Caribbean (2012) 

Donors Total (US$) 

Brazil 55,165,596 

Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Guyana, Mexico, 
Peru and Uruguay (combined) 

1,825,166 

Total $56,990,762 

Source: FTS 

 
 
1 In 2012, 43.1 million people were affected in China, 12.5 million in Philippines and 7 million in Nigeria (CRED). 
2 Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 

 
Under-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs Valerie Amos 
was in Brasilia for the launch of the 
Global Humanitarian Action for 
2013.  Photo: Pieter Zalis, UNIC. 

“Brazil’s commitment to 

international 

humanitarian efforts has 

increased steadily over 

the past few years, and 

we saw their highest 

financial contribution so 

far in 2012: over $50 

million. More than half of 

that went to relief efforts 

in Somalia.” 

Valerie Amos, UN 

Under-Secretary-

General and Emergency 

Relief Coordinator. 
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Violence increases vulnerability 
Humanitarian partners urged to consider consequences of growing violence 

According to the Organization for Security, Justice and Peace in Mexico City, 41 of the world’s 50 most 
dangerous cities are in Latin America and the Caribbean. San Pedro Sula, Honduras, is in first place, with 
a rate of 169 criminal homicides per 100,000 inhabitants. Acapulco, Mexico is in second place with 143 
and Caracas, Venezuela is in third with 119. A study by the Brazilian Igarapé3 Institute commissioned by 
the regional Risk, Emergency and Disaster Work Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) 
found that violence is increasing throughout the region due to high levels of vulnerability and a marked 
gap in equality. As a result, the region is facing a crisis of violence. Unlike other regions, violence in Latin 
America and the Caribbean is intensifying and spreading. Regional and national institutions have 
recognized the dimensions of this challenge, but the humanitarian community has been slower to 
approach it. For over decade, humanitarian and development specialists have focused mainly on natural 
disasters and recovering livelihoods. Addressing violence has never been a main focus except in 
Colombia and Haiti. 

More links between humanitarian aid and violence prevention needed 

With the aim of raising awareness and action on the challenges presented by violence in the region, 20 
regional organizations based in Panama met to examine the dynamics of violence in the region. Specific 
topics included experiences in preventing and reducing violence, possible legal and operational 
alternatives, and challenges facing humanitarian workers. As a result of this workshop and study, violence 
has been incorporated as a topic in the REDLAC 2013 -2014 work plan. The REDLAC violence working 
group highlights the urgency of research into the complex relationship between inter-personal and 
organized violence and humanitarian impact. Priorities are to advocate for victims of violence and promote 
collaboration between humanitarian aid and violence prevention and reduction.  

  

 
 
3 Institute Igarapé: http://igarape.org.br/. 

Of the world’s 50 most 
dangerous cities, 41 are 
in Latin America. More 
links are needed 
between humanitarian 
aid and violence 
prevention efforts.  
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50 most violent cities in the world

Country Cities per country

Brazil 15

Colombia 6

El Salvador 1

United States 5

Guatemala 1

Haiti 1

Honduras 2

Jamaica 1

Mexico 9

Puerto Rico 1

South Africa 3

Venezuela 5

The 3 most dangerous cities of world

City/Country Homicides per 

100,000 inhabitants

San Pedro Sula / 

Honduras 169

Acapulco / Mexico 143

Caracas / 

Venezuela 119

San Pedro Sula 

http://igarape.org.br/
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Coffee rust threatens livelihoods of 972,000 
people in Central America and the Caribbean 
After decades of control, the coffee rust has reappeared in Central America and the Caribbean, directly 
affecting 1.7 million coffee plantation workers and indirectly affecting 3.1 million people, according to 
Central American Business Intelligence. Coffee rust is produced by a fungus that attacks the leaves of 
coffee plants, weakening the plant and causing the beans to fall off prematurely. It is believed that climate 
change created the conditions required for the spread this plague: hot weather and high humidity. In face 
of this new threat, an estimated 972,000 people could lose their jobs in the 2012 – 2013 coffee harvest 
cycle.  

Estimated losses of coffee due to rust 

Country Losses in millions of 
kg 

Costa Rica 20 

El Salvador 50 

Guatemala & Nicaragua 140 

Honduras 190 

Total 400 

 

The impact that the plague will have in exports is not clear, but the worst repercussions will likely be felt 
during the 2013 – 2014 harvest. Losses are expected to increase with 40 per cent losses in production in 
the next harvest cycle in Central America. According to the National Coffee Association of Guatemala, 
an estimated $300 million would be needed to fight the plague. 

 
Coffee rust 

Impact and response by country 
(2012  - 2013) 

 Impact Response  

 

Guatemala  
100,000 people affected in 2013  
200,000 people affected in 2014 

National Emergency 
Plan to assist 60,000 small farmers 
WFP will provide food aid for 4,500 families 

 

Costa Rica  
10,000 people affected 

Phytosanitary emergency for two years 

 

Panama  
50 per cent of harvest affected 

Phytosanitary emergency  
$2 million to assist small farmers 

 

Dominican Republic  
Topic of national interest 

Phytosanitary emergency  
$2 million to assist small farmers 

 
Sources: National governments 

 

  

Bringing the coffee rust 
problem under control 
could cost $300 million 
according to a coffee 
trade group in 
Guatemala.  
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Rain affects over 300,000 people in the region 
In this first quarter – also the summer rainy season in South America – rains caused close to 90 per cent 
of climate-related emergencies. Affected countries, such as Bolivia, Brazil and Peru, did not request 
international assistance, and local humanitarian agencies worked with authorities to deliver aid to affected 
people. From October 2012 to the end of March 2013, more than 300,000 people were affected in Bolivia 
and Peru. In Brazil, some 200,000 people were affected by rains in 2012, considerably fewer than the 1 
million affected in 2011. Dengue fever, drought and forest fires were the other major disasters this quarter, 
although their impact remained within yearly averages. 

  

Peru: Over 180,000 people affected by 2012-13 rains to 
date 

The 2012-13 rainy season affected 180,734 people in Peru, with Loreto, Arequipa, Cusco, Ancash, 
Huancavelica and Huanuco regions bearing the brunt. An estimated 3,561 houses were destroyed or 
damaged, and 1,601 schools were damaged. Close to 30 metric tons of food were distributed among the 
affected as well as 515 tons of material, tools for temporary shelter and clothes.   

Over 95 per cent of the 900 emergencies reported in the first quarter were localized emergencies, 
affecting about 20 families per event. Response efforts were carried out by local and regional 
governments, although a few regional emergency declarations were issued to facilitate resources for the 
response.  

The rainy season is cyclical in Peru lasting from November to May, with the heaviest rains between 
December and April.  Rains cause floods and landslides in vulnerable areas throughout the country.   

In 2012, the department of Loreto was affected by rains in the same period. About 190,000 people lost 
their houses, 260,000 were directly affected and close to 50,000 houses were damaged. OCHA allocated 
$2.2 million from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) for response programs in agriculture, 
education, health, nutrition, protection, shelter and water and sanitation.    

 

180,734 

People affected  
48 
Fatalities  

19 
People missing 

900 
Emergencies in 
the rainy 
season (as of 
31 Mar) 

536 
Districts 
reported 
emergencies  

17,823 
Hectares of 
crops lost 
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  Bolivia: Rains threaten 145,000 people 

Five of Bolivia’s nine departments are under a state of emergency for flooding. Close to 145,000 people 
are affected in nearly 25 per cent of the country’s 
municipalities, with Cochabamba the most affected 
region. The Ministry of Rural Lands and Development 
estimates that at least 15,000 hectares of crops have 
been damaged but discounts the possibility of food 
security risks. However, a report from the World Food 
Programme estimates that at least 25,000 people 
may need immediate food assistance.   

National and departmental authorities have allocated 
over $7 million (50 million Bolivianos) to respond to 
the emergency. 

The rainy season in Bolivia lasts from November to 
March. The impact so far in 2013 is within the 
average of emergencies in the last decade.  

 

145,000 
People affected 

25 
Fatalities  

521  
Families 
evacuated 

15,000 
Hectares of 
crops damaged 

610 
Damaged 
houses 

 

In brief 
Jamaica: Enhancing International Humanitarian Partnerships  

The sixth discussion forum on Enhancing International Humanitarian Partnership (MIAH, for its acronym 
in Spanish) will be held in Jamaica. The MIAH is a space for national, regional and global humanitarian 
workers to join forces to establish and strengthen coordination mechanisms in humanitarian response 
during emergencies in the region. This events brings together ministers of foreign relations, authorities in 
charge of national civil protection and disaster management systems and staff from humanitarian 
organizations. The first forum was held in Mexico in 2008 and the following forums in Brazil - 2009, 
Argentina - 2010, Ecuador - 2011 and Panama - 2012.  

Simulations Strengthen Joint Coordination in Central America  

Central American National Risk Management Systems will begin a series of simulation exercises to test 
emergency and disaster response mechanisms and strengthen coordination. This process includes 
government institutions as well as national and international humanitarian organizations. The simulation 
cycle began in Tegucigalpa in April, followed by Guatemala (April), Nicaragua, (May), El Salvador (June), 
Costa Rica (July), and Panama (August).  

 

 

 
The Bolivian Government launched a compensation 
programme for farmers affected by rains and floods.  
Photo: Nicolás Quinteros / La Razón. 
 

For more information, please contact:  
Douglas Reimer, Head of Office a.i., reimer@un.org, Tel. (+ 507) 317-1748 
Rogerio Mobilia, Head of Information Unit, silvar@un.org, Tel. (+ 507) 317-1749 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.redhum.org | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

 

http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/

