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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 GUATEMALA: A 7.2 earthquake left 20,360 affected and 7,220 people in shelters. 

 CUBA: US$5,5 million from the CERF were allotted to assist affected people by hurricane Sandy. 

 HAITÍ & REPUBLICA DOMINICANA: Some 15,000 people are affected by the rains. 
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SEISMIC ACTIVITY 

GUATEMALA: A 7,2° earthquake affected 

mainly the department of San Pedro on 7 

November. Estimates of some 20,360 people 

affected, 7,220 have been sheltered in 61 

emergency shelters, 42 dead and 2,640 houses 

with severe damage. 

 

Some 2,640 houses suffered severe damages after the 7,2 
earthquake.  The most affected department is San Marcos. ©Prensa 
Libre/Edgar Domínguez. 

National authorities, humanitarian agencies 

present in the country and the UN system are 

performing damage assessments, while 

delivering humanitarian aid to the affected. The 

Guatemalan government declared a state of 

calamity in seven departments (Retalhuleu, 

Quetzaltenango, Sololá, Quiché, Totonicapán, 

San Marcos, Suchitepéquez and 

Huehuetenango). Authorities mobilized more 

than 50 TM of humanitarian aid to the affected 

zones.  There have been more than 100 

aftershocks, the strongest one of 6,2° on 

Sunday 11 November. 

Source: Humanitarian Country Team. 

 

RAINS AND FLOODS 

HURRICANES SEASON 

CUBA – HURRICANE SANDY: Approximately 

US$5,5 million from the United Nations Central 

Emergency Response Funds (CERF) will be  

allocated to Cuba to support the national 

authorities’ response in the aftermath of 

hurricane Sandy.  This aid is for the sectors of 

food and agriculture, shelter, water and 

sanitation, health and education.  The United 

Nations system mobilized US$1.6 million in 

humanitarian aid.  The UN sent two charter 

flights with 80 MT of emergency basic supplies 

from Panama, as part of the humanitarian 

response that is ahead, after the passage of 

Hurricane Sandy. It is estimated that 3 million 

people are affected (27 percent of the population 
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in Cuba). 226,000 houses are damaged. The 

most affected provinces are Santiago de Cuba, 

Holguín and Guantánamo. 

Source: United Nations. 

 

HAITÍ HURRICANE SANDY: US$4 million from 

the CERF were allocated to Haiti to help mitigate 

damages caused by Hurricane Sandy.  The 

Haitian government and OCHA requested US$39 

million to the international community, needed 

to take care of the needs of at least 2 million 

affected. 54 people died after the passage of 

Sandy.  It is estimated that some 29,000 people 

were directly affected; other 1,5 million people 

are at risk of food insecurity after all the 

disasters that have been affecting the country 

this year. 

Source: OCHA. 

 

FLOODS 

HAITÍ: Strong rains at the end of last week left 

ten people dead. The rains affected the 

departments of Norte and Nippes. According to 

authorities, 1,570 people were forced to 

abandon their homes and were relocated in 14 

emergency temporary shelters. 

Source: OCHA. 

 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: The mountainous 

area remains under alert due to the risk of 

landslides caused by the continuous rains that 

started on Thursday, 8 Nov.  Some 13,715 

people were evacuated and are with family or 

friends, 155 remain in two official shelters, 

2,736 homes were affected and present 

damages; 19 were destroyed; more than 184 

hectares in Puerto Plata and nine communities in 

the same area are under alert.  The situation is 

being closely monitored, especially in areas 

previously affected by Hurricane Sandy, which 

left three people dead 4,956 damaged houses 

and losses in the agriculture sector of some $25 

million. 

Source: United Nations. 

 

DROUGHT 

COLOMBIA: Last week, the probability of 

developing the El Niño phenomena, forecasted 

for the end of the year and beginning of 2013 

has diminished, from 55 to 37 percent.  Even 

though the status of development of this 

phenomenon is low, it is expected to start the 

driest season of the year in the mid of the 

month of December and ends in the middle of 

the month of March 2013 in much of the 

country. Sectors in the Andean, Orinoquia and 

Caribbean regions are on red alert for possible 

forest fires. 

Source: OCHA Colombia. 


