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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 COLOMBIA: Bogotá is under alert due to landslides. The rainy season has affected more than 325,000 people.  

 LAC: It is expected that the La Niña phenomenon, which is currently affecting Colombia, will remain until 2012.  

 CENTRAL AMERICA: OXFAM estimates that 1.5 million people are at food insecurity risk.  
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RAINS - FLOODS 

COLOMBIA: Bogota municipal authorities 

declared a yellow alert in five of the 20 localities 

of the city, and an Orange alert in Usme, South 

of Bogota.  The emergency is caused by the 

intensification of rain in the last days. (1)  There 

are currently 358 municipalities affected by rains 

in 27 departments. The bank of the Magdalena 

River that crosses the departments of Tolima, 

Cundinamarca, Cesar, Santander and Atlántico is 

under red alert due to floods. Various landslides 

have occurred in Antioquia, in the coffee growers 

axis, mainly in the city of Manizales. The rainy 

season will last until the end of 2011. Since 

September, 101 people have died, 8 are missing 

and 329,000 have been affected.  

Source: (1) Bogota Mayor’s Office (2) National Direction for 

Risk Management. 

 

LA NIÑA 

LAC: La Niña, a climatic phenomenon usually 

associated with heavy rains and floods in South 

America and Asia Pacific, as well as droughts in 

Africa, has re-emerged and is likely to persist 

until early 2012. It is expected that La Niña will 

strengthen to a moderate intensity. El Niño, the 

opposite climate phenomenon that warms the 

Pacific, has been ruled out before April 2012.  

Source: World Meteorological Organization 

 

Landslides caused by rains kept at risk several towns in Bogota. 
Local authorities remain alerts. ©AFP/Eeitan Abramovich. 

 

FOOD INSECURITY 

CENTRAL AMERICA: OXFAM has stated that 

the heavy rains that hit the region over the last 

month threaten the food security of more than 

1.5 million people. In El Salvador agricultural 

economic losses are estimated at US$134,5 

million, while in Guatemala that figure exceeds 

$38 million. Also, 29,000 Mexican farmers living 

in the state of Tabasco have been affected by 

the rains. Authorities in Guatemala did an 
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assessment of agricultural losses caused by the 

Tropical Depression 12-E, which affected about 

66,900 small and medium producers families, 

33,650 hectares of crops such as basic grains, 

vegetables, fruits, coffee and sugar cane, that 

represent an initial economic loss of more than 

$24 million.  

Source: (1) Intermón OXFAM (2) Ministry of Agriculture, 

Livestock and Food.  

 

HAITI 

HAITÍ: More than 10,000 affected people from 

the earthquake 2010 left the tents where they 

used to live to temporary shelters built by the 

International Organization for Migration. 

Temporary shelters are a temporary solution to 

the critical housing problem in the country. 

These temporary constructions are designed to 

stand winds and rains for at least three years. 

There are still more than a thousand camps in 

Haiti, with approximately 500,000 people. It is 

estimated that 80,000 buildings in Port au Prince 

collapsed in the earthquake of January 2010. 

People in the camps suffer from critical health 

conditions and threats of expulsion.  

Source: International Organization for Migration. 

 

 

Over 66,000 families were affected by losses in the agricultural 
sector due to the Tropical Depression 12-E, as reported the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Livestock and Food.  

 

 


