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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Early prospects for the 2012/13 main season paddy crop are 
favourable 

 Record cereal production in 2012 

 Lower cereal imports in 2012/13 (April/March) marketing year 

 Overall food security situation satisfactory but localized food 
insecurity persists 

Early prospects for the 2012/13 main season 
paddy crop are favourable 
Planting of the 2012/13 main season paddy crop, which accounts for 
about 95 percent of total paddy production, began in late-October and 
is expected to continue until the end of January. Over the main crop 
producing areas of Java and Sulawesi there were generally below 
average rains between November and mid-December. The rains 
picked-up in late December. During the first week of January 
localised heavy downpours in parts of Bojonegoro in north-eastern 
Java, Aceh Besar in northern Sumatra and West Sumbawa in 
western Sumbawa resulted in localized flooding causing some 
damage to crop land. The remotely sensed data, as of the first dekad 
of January 2013, confirms generally satisfactory vegetation conditions 
in much of the country. Early official targets indicate that the 
aggregate paddy crop is expected to reach 72 million tonnes, some 
4.5 percent above last year’s record crop. The anticipated increase is 
mainly attributed to diverse initiatives launched by the government in 
order to achieve self-sufficiency target, as well as the expected 
increase in area planted to the crop. 

Record cereal production in 2012 

The 2012 main paddy crop was harvested in June and of the 
secondary crop was finalised by mid-December. The latest official 
estimate point to a record harvest of about 69 million tonnes (rice in 
paddy terms), showing an increase of some 5 percent from the 2011 
above-average output. The increase is predominantly attributed to an 
expansion in the planted area in the Kalimantan region located in 
Borneo and generally favourable weather during the growing period.  
 
Harvesting of the 2012 maize crop was completed in early December. 
The 2012 aggregate maize output, is set at 19 million tonnes, some 7 
percent up on 2011, reflecting an expansion in the planted area, in 
response to increased seed and fertiliser subsidies through 
governmental programmes, coupled with favourable weather during 
the main season. Overall, the cereal output for 2012 is estimated at 
87.9 million tonnes, 5.4 percent above the previous year.  
 
The year-on-year consumer price index (CPI) in December 2012 was 
recorded at 4.3 percent, slightly below the rate in November. While 
the year-on-year food inflation reached 5.7 percent in December. 
Staple food prices have remained generally stable since mid-2011.  

Lower cereal imports in 2012/13 marketing year 

In response to the higher production levels in 2012, the cereal import 
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requirements in the 2012/13 marketing year (April/March) are 
forecast to decline to 9.4 million tonnes, some 2.3 million tonnes less 
than the large purchases in the previous year, but about 27 percent 
above the five-year average. Indonesia is one of the biggest 
importers of wheat and for the 2012/13 marketing year wheat imports 
are expected to increase to 6.5 million tonnes, reflecting, in part, 
higher demand for the commodity. Import requirements for rice in 
2013 are forecast at 1.5 million tonnes, similar to the estimated level 
in 2012. These are much lower than the actual rice imports of 2.8 
million tonnes in 2011.  

Overall food security situation satisfactory but 
localized food insecurity persists 

In general, the food security situation in the country continues to be 
stable and satisfactory. However, it remains a major challenge in the 
eastern parts of the country such as Nusa Tenggara Timur (NTT), 
Nusa Tenggara Barat (NTB) and Papua provinces, where up to 
nearly 40 percent of the local population is estimated to be below 
national poverty line. The most vulnerable to food insecurity are the 
families engaged in agriculture. 

 

 


