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1. Situation overview 

On 30 October 2020 Friday afternoon, the western province of Izmir was hit by an earthquake 

of 6.6 – 7.0 magnitude. The earthquake affected Aegean See, caused a minor tsunami, and 

continued with more than 2000 aftershocks reaching over 4 magnitude. 

According to the official statements of AFAD (Ministry of Interior Disaster and Emergency 

Management Presidency), 115 people have lost their lives. 1034 people were injured, 1013 of 

them were discharged from hospitals and 21 people are still under treatment1.  

The Ministry of Environment and Urbanization started damage assessment. Assessments are 

ongoing for the affected areas (from the most damaged to less damaged areas, respectively). It 

is informed that approximately 1000 teams are working for these evaluations2. 17 buildings 

demolished and many buildings were assessed as damaged (medium or large scaled). There is 

an information that it is planned to controlled destruction over 1000 building. As a result, 

hundreds of people lost their homes. The number of people staying outside their homes and in 

tent cities will increase as evacuation and damage assessment activities are still continuing. In 

addition, there is information that tent cities will start to be transformed into prefabricated 

buildings. 

According to AFAD, 2758 tents were built in İzmir. Aşık Veysel Recreational Area is the main 

gathering area with over 800 tents3.  

2. Field observation & Rapid Need Assessment  

International Blue Crescent Relief and Development Foundation (IBC) arrived to Izmir on 31 

October to begin the need assessment for earthquake victims and affected areas. As of 2 

November, 2 people from IBC’s HQ and a volunteer team of 13 people from Izmir started to 

make need assessments in different districts.  

According to the preliminary observations, the affected areas have been emptied.  

 

                                                           
1 https://www.afad.gov.tr/izmir-seferihisar-depremi-duyuru-74-09112020---1800 10.11.2020 
2 https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/bakan-kurum-izmirde-bir-hafta-10-gun-icerisinde-hasar-tespit-calismalari-
tamamlanacak/2027077 , 03.11.2020. 
3 https://www.afad.gov.tr/izmir-seferihisar-depremi-duyuru-74-09112020---1800 10.11.2020 

https://www.afad.gov.tr/izmir-seferihisar-depremi-duyuru-74-09112020---1800
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/bakan-kurum-izmirde-bir-hafta-10-gun-icerisinde-hasar-tespit-calismalari-tamamlanacak/2027077
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/bakan-kurum-izmirde-bir-hafta-10-gun-icerisinde-hasar-tespit-calismalari-tamamlanacak/2027077
https://www.afad.gov.tr/izmir-seferihisar-depremi-duyuru-74-09112020---1800
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Aşık Veysel Recreational Area is the main gathering area. During the visit, it was seen that 

there were more than 800 tents in the area. Considering cold weather conditions, sleeping bags, 

thick mattress and/or unused carpets are defined as primary needs. In addition, electric heating 

devices are not suitable for the camp side due to the risk of fire.  

Volunteers are working at the entrance of the area. Due to the Covid-19 situation, hand 

sanitizers are offered, the face-masks are requested to be changed and temperatures are 

controlled. Therefore, thermometers can be considered as a need. Among the primary needs, 

hygiene kits have been underlined. It is possible to say that hygiene kit needs will continue. In 

addition to these, feminine hygiene kits, face masks and disinfection materials, food packages, 

water, milk, juice, and child/adult coats and boots are defined as needed basic needs.  

Apart from the demolished buildings, there are also (large or medium scaled) damaged 

buildings. For this reason, it has been observed that there are many people who cannot enter 

their homes for about 15 days.  

It has been also observed that people were still waiting for their relatives outside the damaged 

buildings. Around these areas, people gather and settle in small groups in parks. People set up 

tents near their homes.  

Evacuation activities continue, and the most affected areas such Bornova, Bayraklı, 

Manavkuyu, Özkanlar have been emptied. According to the observations, some of the transport 

companies provide services for free of charge.  
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(Zeki Müren Park, İzmir) 

3. IBC Response 

IBC, with the support of Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) Turkey, provided in total 1000 

sleeping bags, 500 pack diapers, and 150 hygiene kits which include toilet paper, feminine 

hygiene supplies, diapers, toothbrushes. For the distribution, IBC was in coordination with 

Bayraklı Municipality and distribution was made in an area where less aid was provided 

compared to other areas, such as Şehit Hakan Ünsal Park, Zeki Müren Park, Öğretmenevi Park, 

Türk Telekom Park, Bilal Çakırcalı Park, Çamkıran Park.  
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IBC communication tent, Bayrakli Municipality Directorate of Social Assistance and Disabled People, İzmir 
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Repartition of the distribution by areas/districts is given below: 

- Şehit Hakan Ünsan Park: 250 sleeping bags, 100 pack diapers, 150 hygiene kits. 

- Zeki Müken Park: 250 sleeping bags, 100 pack diapers 

- Türk Telekom Park (Mürdüm): 60 sleeping bags, 20 pack diapers 

- Bilal Çakırcalı Park: 100 sleeping bags, 20 pack diapers 

- Çamkıran Park: 150 sleeping bags, 50 pack diapers 

- Öğretmenevi Park: 50 sleeping bags, 30 pack diapers 

- Bayraklı Municipality: 140 sleeping bags, 180 pack diapers. 
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IBC and MSF Turkey made a mapping to pin the earthquake affected areas to an online map. 

The map can be only accessed from Google Earth Pro. The mapping study shows affected 

regions, areas, districts and can be updated according to the new information. 

Figure 1. General overview of the western side of Izmir 
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Figure 2. General overview of small gathering points near the demolished buildings. 

Figure 3. Park, hospital, base of operations, demolished buildings, and camp sides in Bornova 
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4. Recommendation 

Evacuation activities are still continuing. Therefore, it is possible to say that all kinds of needs 

will increase. As a result, it is highly important that aid and support continues over the next 

weeks and months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


