
 

Date of issue: 28 September 2016, 1:00PM (CDT) 

Date of disaster: 28 August 2016 
Point of contact (name and title): Omar 
Robinson, Operations Coordinator (a.i.) 

Host National Societies: Caribbean National Societies  

 
This bulletin is being issued for information only and reflects the current situation and details available at this time.  
 

The situation 
 
According to the United States’ National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Hurricane centre, 
Tropical Storm Matthew’s centre is moving in a westerly direction at a speed of 21 mph (33 km/h). The storm is 
forecasted to remain on its westward trajectory, albeit with a decreased forward speed, for the next few days.  
Matthew’s storm centre is expected to move through the Windward Islands over the next couple of hours and move 
over the eastern Caribbean through Friday, 30 September 2016. According to reports from a United States Air 
Force hurricane hunter aircraft, the maximum sustained winds are near 60 mph (95 km/h), with higher gusts. 
Tropical-storm-force winds extend outwards up to 205 miles (335 km, primarily to the north-east of the centre, and 
Matthew’s central pressure is 1008 mb (29.77 inches). The storm is expected to gradually strengthen over the next 
few days, possibly becoming a hurricane by Friday. 
  
Tropical Storm Matthew is forecasted to spread over the Caribbean’s southern Leeward Islands and northern 
Windward Islands within the next few hours and into the evening. The storm is expected to generate total rainfall 
accumulations of 4 to 8 inches across the Windward Islands and southern portions of the Leeward Islands through 
Thursday, 29 September 2016; these rains may produce life-threatening flash floods and mud slides. Additionally, 
rainfall totals of 1 to 2 inches are expected farther to the north into the northern Leeward Islands, as well as the 
parts of the United States and the British Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico. 
 
Tropical storm warnings are in effect for the French Islands of Guadeloupe and Martinique and the countries of 
Barbados, Dominica, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent and the Grenadine Islands. Curacao, Aruba and elsewhere in the 
Lesser Antilles have been advised to monitor Matthew’s progress. 

 

Red Cross and Red Crescent action 
 
All of the Caribbean National Societies in the storm’s path have activated their disaster response mechanisms, and 
they are currently monitoring the situation.  
 

 

Contact information 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact: 

In the Caribbean: 

 Mariela Moronta, Regional Disaster Management Coordinator for the Caribbean, Disaster and 

Crisis Prevention, Response and Recovery Department (DCPRR); email: 

Mariela.MORONTA@ifrc.org  
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In the IFRC Regional Office for the Americas; phone: +(507) 317 3050: 

 Omar Robinson, Operations Coordinator (a.i.), +507 66704669, Pan-American Disaster 

Response Unit (PADRU), Disaster and Crisis Prevention, Response and Recovery 

Department (DCPRR), email: omar.robinson@ifrc.org   

 Iñigo Barrena, Head of DCPRR; mobile: +507 6679 3238; email: c.i.barrena@ifrc.org   

 Priscila Gonzalez, Planning, Monitoring and Reporting Team Coordinator, mobile: + 507 

65504826; email: priscila.gonzalez@ifrc.org  

 Stephany Murillo, regional senior logistics & mobilization officer, email: 

stephany.murillo@ifrc.org    

 Diana Medina, communications unit manager for the Americas; email: 

diana.medina@ifrc.org  

For Resource Mobilization and Pledges: 

 Alejandra Van Hensbergen, senior partnership and resource development officer; email: 

alejandra.vanhensbergen@ifrc.org     

 



How we work 

All IFRC assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s) in Disaster Relief and the 

Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (Sphere) in delivering 

assistance to the most vulnerable. 

The IFRC’s vision is to inspire, encourage, facilitate and promote at all times all forms of humanitarian 

activities by National Societies, with a view to preventing and alleviating human suffering, and thereby 

contributing to the maintenance and promotion of human dignity and peace in the world. 

 

 

 

 

The IFRC’s work is guided by Strategy 2020 which puts forward three strategic aims: 

1. Save lives, protect livelihoods, and strengthen recovery from disaster and crises. 

2. Enable healthy and safe living. 

3. Promote social inclusion and a culture of non-violence and peace. 
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