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FAO requires

USD 4.1 million

to assist

60 000 people 

Agricultural production has 
declined in Libya due to 
insecurity, high costs and 
limited access to or lack of 
agricultural inputs. 
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Libya continues to suffer from the impact of a protracted political crisis, 
which leads to outbreaks of violence, displacement and a general 
worsening of people’s living conditions. Availability and affordability of 
food have decreased and the provision of services continues to decline, 
exacerbating the humanitarian situation.

Objectives 

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to:
• Improve immediate household food availability and access for the 

most vulnerable populations.
• Protect the agriculture-related livelihoods of crisis-affected 

communities.

Activities

Increase agricultural production

agricultural livelihoods kits (sorghum, wheat and vegetable seeds and 
farming tools)  |  training in good practice for agricultural production

Support animal health

livestock vaccination and treatment to control and reduce the spread of 
zoonotic diseases  |  training in good practice for livestock production

Strengthen food security coordination 

food security assessments



Accessibility and availability of food – Severity of needs 
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Situation analysis

49% of food insecure people are 

elderly or children

630 000 people  
in need of food security assistance

181 000 IDPs, 

24% of whom are food insecure

Impact on food security

Ongoing conflict in Libya has led to the deterioration of the food security 
situation, with 24 percent of displaced people food insecure and up to 
62 percent at risk of becoming food insecure. Households headed by 
women are the most affected as, in addition to selling their valuable 
belongings, they tend to reduce the amount, frequency and quality of food 
consumed.

The conflict has put pressure on an already dire and deteriorating 
economic situation. Most IDPs, returnees and host communities report up 
to a 50 percent decrease in income since the escalation of the conflict in 
2012. They now rely on the state salary for 40 percent of their income.

Livestock and animal production play a large role in food security in Libya. 
The most vulnerable communities, whose numbers have increased since 
2012, rely on livestock as a source of protein and income. Due to a lack of 
vaccines, drugs and veterinary services, livestock health has degenerated 
considerably. Libya is now at risk of high-impact animal diseases, some 
of which can be transmitted from animals to humans and spread quickly 
across borders – presenting one of the biggest obstacles to livestock 
production and development.

Before the conflict, fisheries played an important role in Libya’s economy 
and supported the export industry. Since 2011, the Government 
suspended all support to fishers. This, coupled with the destruction, theft, 
and high cost of fishing equipment, has greatly affected the only source of 
income for small-scale fishers.

Source: Humanitarian Needs Overview 2018, October 2017.
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Catastrophic

Severe

Critical

Major

Moderate

Minor

Based on data from four indicators from  
REACH / UNFPA MSNAs and DTM: (a) Main source 
of food for IDPs in Baladiya by proportion of 
IDPs reporting; (b) What are the main problems 
accessing foods in markets; (c) % of households 
accessing subsidized food; (d) Average 
household food consumption score


