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HURRICANE IRMA
Hurricane Irma rst made landfall on the northeast Caribbean islands during the early hours local time of 6
September 2017. Antigua and Barbuda, Anguilla, Bahamas, British Virgin Islands, Cuba, Dominican Republic,
Haiti, Puerto Rico, St Barthélemy, St. Martin, Sint Maarten, Turks and Caicos, and the US Virgin Islands were all
affected [? (https://reliefweb.int/report/dominican-republic/caribbean-hurricane-irma-situation-report-no-01-6-september2017).
169,000 people and 75,000 buildings were exposed to wind speeds higher than 252km/h. 5.5 million people
lived in areas exposed to winds in excess of 120km/h. At least 37 people have been reported dead [? (https://re
liefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/ les/resources/20170920_acaps_brie ng_note_hurricane_irma_update_2.pdf).
A large part of the populations of Anguilla, Barbuda, British Virgin Islands, Sint Maarten and Turks and Caicos
have been directly affected and will require extensive assessment and support in the coming months. Some
islands have had close to 100% of their population displaced. There is signi cant damage to infrastructure,
livelihoods, housing, communications, and essential services, including electricity [? (https://reliefweb.int/sites/re
liefweb.int/ les/resources/20170920_acaps_brie ng_note_hurricane_irma_update_2.pdf).
HURRICANE MARIA
A few days after Hurricane Irma, Hurricane Maria moved westnorthwest over the Caribbean Sea, and picking up strength as it
moved onwards. Its center passed south of St. Croix island (US
Virgin Islands) early in the morning of 20 September 2017. It then
continued moving towards Puerto Rico as a category 5 hurricane,
with maximum sustained winds of 270 km/h. MARIA is forecast to
make landfall along Puerto Rico, near Yabucoa city at around 12
UTC on 20 September. Hundreds of people have been evacuated
and hundreds of houses destroyed in Guadeloupe, Dominica and
Martinique islands [? (https://reliefweb.int/report/dominica/caribbean-h
urricane-maria-17-dg-echo-dacs-noaa-local-media-echo-daily- ash-19).
THE MOST AFFECTED
Dominica is the worst affected from Hurricane Maria. At least 14
people died in Dominica. At least 80% of the island’s population
has been affected and needs support with shelter and water,
according to CDEMA. Hurricane Maria is the strongest on record
to strike Dominica and destroyed entire crops, disrupted power
and water supplies. All the health centers in the island have
been affected. Landslides blocked roadways making it di cult for
aid workers to access affected people in remote corners of the
island [? (https://reliefweb.int/report/dominica/dominica-hurricane-maria-
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snapshot-26-sep-2017) [? (https://reliefweb.int/report/dominica/caribbea
n-hurricane-maria- ash-update-no2-21-september-2017).
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