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 WFP Response 

 28 people have been deployed to Dominica, Antigua, 

Sint Maarten, Turks and Caicos Islands (TCI), the 

Dominican Republic, Barbados and Panama.  

 WFP staff arrived in Dominica today and are 

assessing the need for food assistance, emergency 

telecommunications support and for the United 

Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS). 

 WFP continues to coordinate with the Caribbean 

Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA) 

in Barbados with a system set up to support cargo 

tracking for CDEMA and national authorities. 

Additionally, WFP is supporting a mechanism to 

ensure civil military coordination.  

 WFP launched four immediate response emergency 

operations (IR-EMOPs): one for Cuba of USD1.5 

million, one for the Eastern Caribbean of USD 1.5 

million, one for the Western Caribbean of USD 

402,000, and one for Haiti of USD 840,000. A 

regional SO for logistics and telecommunications 

valued at USD 12 million was launched.  

 WFP Cuba is also preparing a three-month follow-up 

emergency operation (EMOP) for an approximate 

value of USD 4.2 million and WFP Haiti may set up 

recovery activities in the coming weeks depending 

on-going assessment results. 

 

Food and Nutrition Assistance  

 WFP food assistance is complementing the 

immediate assistance provided by governments, 

United Nations agencies and non-governmental 

organizations with the objective to save hurricane-

affected vulnerable people’s lives and protect their 

livelihoods in the emergency.  

 HEB distributions are ongoing in TCI in response to 

Hurricane Irma in partnership with local authorities. 

Situation Update 

 On 18 September, hurricane Maria hit Dominica 

and the Government’s prime minister has since  

announced that 15 people are dead and 20 

others are missing and has requested 

international assistance (shelter, food, water, 

helicopters, and telecommunications support).  

 According to the Caribbean Disaster Emergency 

Management (CEDEMA), Dominica is one of the 

poorest countries in the Caribbean and it faced 

the full-force of hurricane Maria. The hurricane 

tore through the entire island, ripping rooftops, 

power lines and water pipelines directly or 

indirectly affecting the entire 70,000 population.  

 According to the US National Hurricane Center, 

Maria is now a Category 3 hurricane.  Some 

fluctuations in intensity are likely during the next 

days, but Maria is forecast to remain a dangerous 

major hurricane through 22 September.  

 Hurricane warning remains in effect for the Turks 

and Caicos (TCI), the south eastern Bahamas 

and parts of the Dominican Republic where the 

government has placed 21 provinces on red 

alert.  

 In Cuba, a hurricane watch has been issued in 

the eastern provinces of Cuba, as the coasts of 

these territories are at risk of sea surges and 

high waves. One year ago, these provinces were 

severely affected by Hurricane Matthew and are 

still recovering from the devastating impacts of 

this phenomenon.  

 Haiti is not expected to be directly hit by 

hurricane Maria, but will likely be affected by 

strong winds and rains. Departments most likely 

to be affected are in the North, but also the 

Central Plateau, the West and even the South-

East. The National Civil Protection increased the 

alert level to orange.   

Photo: Hurricane Maria path 

Highlights 
 Hurricane Maria is currently moving through the Caribbean and hit Dominica and Puerto Rico as a 

category 5 hurricane. WFP currently has a team on the ground in Dominica and is assessing the damage. 

 WFP urgently needs USD12 million to maintain the regional special operation (SO) which is supporting 

the delivery of humanitarian assistance, supply chain and emergency telecommunications augmenting 

emergency response capacity of governments across the Caribbean. 
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 Supply Chain 

 Logistics coordination was established in Antigua, 

Barbados, Sint Maarten and TCI. Mobile storage 

units are positioned in Antigua and TCI. One 

Cessna Caravan C208B (12 seats) is in Antigua 

and one Bell 412 helicopter is in the Dominican 

Republic supporting the islands 

 WFP has dispatched an UNHAS flight to Dominica 

to conduct assessments and is awaiting clearance 

to dispatch HEBs as well as IT equipment. 

 

Emergency Telecommunications  
 

 WFP is the global lead of the Emergency 

Telecommunications Cluster (ETC), has deployed 

its Regional IT Officer to act as Information and 

Communications Technology Coordinator.  

 WFP has teams based in Antigua for humanitarian 

coordination and onwards deployment to required 

areas in coordination with the governments, and a 

second team deployed to Sint Martin to sett up 

internet connectivity at the humanitarian hub. 

 A WFP team arrived in Dominica this morning to 

set up services. The team in Barbuda is 

conducting a telecom assessment following a 

request from the Government of Antigua and 

Barbuda.  

 

Resourcing Update:  

 WFP urgently needs USD20 million to support its 

operations and is using internal advance financing 

mechanisms to be able to implement, which will 

need to be repaid. 

 Although several donors have expressed their 

interest to support WFP’s operations, as of today, 

only private sector contributions have been 

received.  

Contacts   

 WFP Regional Bureau Panama: Alan Brown, 

Regional Partnerships Officer — 

Alan.Brown@wfp.org  

www.wfp.org 
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WFP Operations 

 
Total  Requirements  

(in USD)  

Total  Received * 

(in USD)  

Funding Requirements 

(in USD) 

Planned Beneficiaries  

 

Cuba (IR EMOP 201107)  1,500,000 0 1,500,000 647,000 

Eastern (IR EMOP 201105)  1,480,000 0 1,480,000 36,700 

Western (IR EMOP 201104)  402,000 90,000 312,000 8,500 

Haiti (IR EMOP 201103)  840,000 0 840,000 80,000 

Regional SO (SO 201106)  11,786,462  90,000 11,696,462 n/a 

Cuba EMOP* * (in process) 4,200,000  4,200,000 225,000 

Total 20,208,462 180,000 20,118,462 997,200 

- 4 IR-EMOPs  and the SO have received internal advances to start operations. However, these operations need donor support to revolve the funds. 

- ** Cuba EMOP—Approximate  figures,  still in planning phase. Beneficiary overlap to be determined between IR-EMOP and EMOP  
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