
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• According to forecasts by 

UNICEF, 126,000 children 

will suffer from severe acute 

malnutrition in 2013 in Chad. 

• All of the Chadian refugees 

in Langui in Cameroon have 

been repatriated, according 

to UNHCR. 

• A resilience pilot will be 

launched this year in the Sila 

region to develop a model 

that is more adapted to a 

complex environment with a 

mix of risks and 

vulnerabilities. 

 

 

FIGURES 
Internally 
displaced 

90 000 

Refugees from 
Sudan 

288 000 

Returnees 91 000 

Refugees from 
C.A.R. 

58 000 

Returnees from 
Libya 

90 000 

Returnees from 
Nigeria 

1 100 

People affected 
by food 
insecurity 

1.8 
million 

 

FUNDING 

572 million  
Required (US$) 

 

67%  
Financed 

 

 

Malnutrition in Chad will persist in 2013 
Despite good harvests, approximately the same number of children (26,000) will suffer 
from severe acute malnutrition in 2013 than in 2012, according to forecasts by UNICEF. 
The reasons for this are complex. Households accumulated significant debts during the 
lean season in 2012, meaning that poorer families will have to sell most of their 
production immediately after harvesting it.  
According to Jane Lewis from the European Commission’s humanitarian branch ECHO, 
this means people will continue to struggle to pay high food prices.  
“For poor households, food security is not primarily dependent on food production but on 
market prices,” said Ms. Lewis. “Beyond debts and structural food production deficits, we 
can expect that a large portion of the population will need emergency assistance during 
the lean season in 2013.” 

Structural challenges 
David Gressly, Regional Humanitarian Coordinator, said there was still much work to be 
done to help communities to rebuild after the 2012 food crisis.  
“This means restocking livestock and making sure they have the right seeds to re-
establish their livelihoods,” noted Mr. Gressly. “Social safety nets will be an important 
aspect of ensuring that everybody has good access to food. This is the time to tackle the 
chronic structural problems that we see across the Sahel.” 

Need for a multi-sectoral response 
Experts warn that even if people get better access to food, high malnutrition rates will 
persist if other key sectors aren’t also addressed.  
Less than half of people in Chad have access to clean water and just 3% of women 
practice exclusive breast-feeding. That means that most Chadian infants regularly drink 
dirty water, causing recurrent diarrhoea, which in turn leads to malnutrition. Healthcare 
provision is inadequate to help children when they get sick.  
While the food security sector of the Consolidated Appeal for Chad in 2012 was well-
funded at 97% and nutrition at 87%, water and sanitation was only funded at 36% and 
health at 24%. Until those figures become more balanced, aid agencies warn that 
communities in Chad will continue to be vulnerable to recurrent droughts and chronic 
malnutrition will continue. 
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A resilience pilot in the Sila Region 
Chad is faced with recurring climatic and environmental shocks that increase the 
vulnerability of people in the country and lead to humanitarian crises. The volatile regional 
context adds an additional strain, with hundreds of thousands of refugees fleeing conflict 
now hosted in Chad. 
Structural poverty, aggravated by a weak institutional capacity to provide people with 
access to basic social services and a near total absence of economic opportunities, 
reinforces the persistent fragility of Chad. People continue to be exposed to climatic and 
security risks. Despite more than 9 years of humanitarian assistance, basic vulnerabilities 
have not been significantly reduced.    

A test for the resilience approach 
Faced with this assessment, the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator has initiated 
a multi-stakeholder consultation process to develop a model that is more adapted to a 
complex environment with a mix of risks and vulnerabilities. A report published this month 
(http://bit.ly/Rv0pbJ) is the first step in the implementation of a “resilience approach.” It 
provides a collective understanding and vision of what resilience is and suggests ways 
forward in resilience programming.    
The analysis identifies two axes: one axis aimed at risk prevention and management 
(institutional resilience) and a second axis on the reduction of the individual vulnerabilities 
of people (human resilience). 
The report recommends the setting up of a resilience model to be tested through a pilot 
programme in the Sila Region and its capital Goz-Beida.  This model could then be 
adapted to other regions.   
A second report which will advise on how to operationalise this resilience model will be 
published in February 2012. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Repatriation of Chadian refugees from the 
Langui camp in Cameroon 
On the 21 December, 2012, the UNHCR in Chad successfully finalised voluntary 
repatriation convoys for Chadian refugees from the Langui camp on Cameroon. 
Five convoys in total were organised during the month of December 2012 and a total of 
1,482 people, the majority women and children, were repatriated and arrived safely in 
Chad, their country of origin. 

The town of Goz Beida. Photo: OCHA. 
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The voluntary repatriation programme facilitated by UNHCR for Chadian refugees in 
Cameroon had started on the 7 December 2012. The operations were put into place 
following a tripartite accord signed on 20 Novembre 2012 by the government of 
Cameroon, the government of Chad, and UNHCR. 
These refugees had fled conflict in 2008 and had found refuge in neighbouring Chad and 
were hosted at the Langui refugee camp. 

 

Radio stations in Eastern Chad threatened by 
lack of funding 
Founded in 2005 by the Internews Network, an NGO in local media development, the 
radio stations La Voix du Ouaddaï, Radio Sila, and Radio Absoun were created in order 
to respond to the Darfur refugee crisis. With the withdrawal of Internews in July 2012, this 
network of radios known as the Humanitarian Information Service is now experiencing 
real difficulties in providing a service to the humanitarian community in Eastern Chad. 
Over the past few years, the three stations have made it possible to communicate and 
inform Sudanese refugees, internally displaced people, and local people on subjects 
crucial to their well-being and local reinsertion. This was enabled by training that 
Internews has provided to 
dozens of journalists who 
have now become 
experienced professionals 
and are recognized by the 
press community.  
The audience of the radio 
stations has continually 
increased over the years and 
to this day they are the only 
means of mass 
communication in Eastern 
Chad, allowing humanitarian 
organisations to reach 
hundreds of thousands of 
people in the regions of 
Ouaddaï, Sila, and Wadi Fira as well as the majority of the refugee camps.  
Before pulling out of Chad in July, Internews handed over the equipment and 
management of these radios to local organisations who do not have the necessary 
resources to both implement their own activities and take control of the radio stations. 
However, Internews has made efforts during 2011-2012 for the long-term future of the 
three radios stations through personnel training and the acquisition of properties for the 
stations to be based in. 
Today the three stations are non-profit associations that are developing income-
generating activities that are necessary for their survival. They are able to conceive, 
produce, and broadcast sensitisation campaigns reaching an audience of 400,000 people 
in Eastern Chad. 
As well as obtaining local contracts with the private sector, the radio stations are looking 
for partners to obtain larger financial support to ensure a stable long-term future.  
The major challenge is that if the radio stations were to disappear after the withdrawal of 
Internews, these three regions would suffer a significant setback in their development. 
 
 
 

The operations were 
put into place following 

a tripartite accord 
signed by the 
government of 
Cameroon, the 

government of Chad, 
and UNHCR. 

To this day the radio stations 
are the only means of mass 
communication in Eastern 
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organisations to reach 
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people in the regions of 

Ouaddaï, Sila, and Wadi Fira  
A journalist from la Voix du Ouaddaï. Photo: Internews. 
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Progress in the fight against HIV/AIDS 
The objective of the Millennium Development Goals regarding efforts against HIV/AIDS is 
clear: to end the epidemic and reverse the current trend by 2015. Thanks to determined 
efforts by governments and civil society, success is at hand. The 2012 World Aids Day 
report, prepared by the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), shows 
that real progress has been made over the last two years in the prevention and treatment 
of HIV/AIDS. 
In Chad, HIV incidence is declining, dropping from 0.43% to 0.28% between 2000 and 
2011. The HIV prevalence among young women aged 15-24 who go for antenatal 
consultations decreased from 5.6% to 2.6% between 2002 and 2011. The prevalence 
trend among the general population is stabilizing, hovering at around 3%, providing a 
glimmer of hope. However, the good news should not obscure the many challenges we 
will face in the future. Apart from the difficulties of access to HIV care for high-risk 
populations, stigmatization and discrimination are still obstacles in the response to 
HIV/AIDS. 
Furthermore, the funding for antiretroviral treatment (ARV) from the Chadian 
government’s own resources at 57% has helped "democratize" ARV treatment through its 
gratuity, leading to improved health and life conditions for people living with HIV. Thanks 
to the free ARV treatments, approximately 4,000 deaths were averted between 2008 and 
2011. 
 

Despite floods, no cases of cholera in 2012 
However the risk of cholera in Chad remains high 
Floods this year caused numerous deaths and extensive damage in 17 regions of Chad. 
Despite this emergency, Chad has not recorded a single case of cholera since the 
beginning of this year, as opposed to other countries in Western and Central Africa where 
the disease killed almost 700 people in 2012. 
Joint efforts by humanitarian actors in water and sanitation (WASH)show that it is 
possible to cope with cholera epidemics. The Government of Chad, with the support of 
UNICEF, WHO and other partners has effectively coordinated prevention activities in 
response to the floods which severely deteriorated the hygiene and safety conditions of 
people. Funds from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) have allowed 
UNICEF and partners to provide emergency assistance to flood victims, including the 
distribution of cholera and WASH kits and public communication activities on cholera 
prevention.  

Endemic cholera? 
Cholera appeared in Africa in 1970., Chad was confronted for the first time to the 
epidemic in 1971. From 1971 to 2011, the country has recorded 65,983 cases and 5,865 
deaths, with an average mortality of 11.3% for that period. In 2011, the National 
Monitoring System recorded 17,285 cases and 459 deaths in 37 districts, with a mortality 
rate of 2.7%, making this epidemic the worst in the country’s history. 
Overall low levels of sanitation coverage according to the 2010 MICS survey (12% in 
urban areas and 4% in rural areas) and hygiene (4% nationally) in Chad are among the 
causes of the further spread of cholera. Half of the population doesn’t have access to 
drinking water. Only 47.5% of households have water and soap, and only 37.1% in rural 
areas. Only 1 in 6 people use improved latrines. 
The origin of the cases is mainly due to people movements across borders. In 2011, more 
cases were recorded along the borders than inside the country. Thus, UNICEF staff and 
community relays have been monitoring the situation in neighbouring countries and share 
information for a joint epidemiological monitoring. 

Chad has not recorded a 
single case of cholera since 
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Central Africa where the 
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0.43% to 0.28% between 

2000 and 2011. 
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"We must continue our efforts to prevent a possible outbreak due to the situation in 
neighbouring countries and the context of Chad which is a country with low health 
coverage and is, moreover, affected by floods. The challenge now is to maintain the 
number at 0 cases of cholera," said Bruno Maes, UNICEF Representative in Chad. 

Interview: Preparation and prevention key for 
humanitarian action in 2013 

As the year draws to an end, OCHA’s Operations Director John 
Ging talks about some of the major challenges aid organizations 
faced in 2012 and highlights ways to improve humanitarian 
response in 2013. 
Q: How is OCHA responding to humanitarian crises?  
Well, OCHA’s job is to coordinate the humanitarian response, 
and the first thing in coordination is to articulate the need, to 
communicate the plight of the people. We have just launched the 
global appeals asking for $8.5 billion for 2013. This is a call for 

help for 51 million people world-wide who need assistance. There are over 16 countries 
affected here, and the aid effort involves 520 aid agencies. So, we are at OCHA 
communicating the scale, the scope and the breadth of the need, hoping that there will be 
a generous response because the consequence of failure is that tens of thousands of 
people will lose their lives and millions will be languishing in humanitarian despair. 
Q: How successful were you in your appeal or in trying to coordinate efforts to help 
people in 2012? 
In 2012, we had a global appeal of $5.3 billion and that is 60 per cent funded. We worked 
very hard with a donor community which is incredibly committed despite facing a global 
financial crisis. The challenge that they face to continue to give the aid, the money that 
they give, has reflected a tremendous commitment on their part. But we have not 
succeeded and I have to be frank about that. We have not succeeded in broadening the 
donor base to the extent that we need to, and that’s why there’s such a significant 
shortfall.  
Q: What do you envisage for 2013 in terms of donor funding? 
Well, we need more money. That’s the situation. And we’re also very clear that we have 
to get new donors into this endeavour. We’re not going to get the additional monies that 
we need from the donors that we currently have who are maxed out in many instances.  
Now, even if we do still get increases from some of them, and we’re hugely grateful for 
that, the gap between what they have and are capable of giving and what is needed is 
too great to be bridged by this small group. One of our big focuses for 2013 will be on 
how to broaden the base of donor support. 
Q: The humanitarian challenges in the Sahel are enormous—drought, food 
insecurity, conflict and displacement—how can the situation be improved?  
The biggest challenge across the Sahel is food insecurity arising from the drought that 
affects eight countries. So there is a huge effort under way, not just in terms of a 
humanitarian response but also development and building resilience in these 
communities through better water management, irrigation, crop selection, animal 
husbandry; all of these add up to communities being able to cope better. There is very 
good cooperation between national governments and the international organizations. We 
agree on the priorities and we are making progress on tackling the problems. The conflict 
in Mali and the spilling out of refugees into the neighbouring countries has added to the 
challenge. There are over 200,000 internally displaced within Mali and this is posing an 
additional challenge for a country that was already caught up in a food crisis. And we 
mustn’t forget that the Sahel is also affected by transnational crime, criminality, weapons 
and human trafficking. There are a whole range of issues that are undermining the 
development and the stability of the region, and we also have to point to these issues as 
well. 
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Q: Do you see anything improving in 2013? 
We hope! We hope that there will be a better mobilization of interventions to prevent 
rather than having to respond. In too many places we find ourselves involved in 
humanitarian response that could have been prevented. So there has to be more focus 
on development and helping people to cope, survive and build their lives and their 
livelihoods, rather than allowing them to become so fragile that any shock causes them to 
become dependent on aid. 
 

Appolinaire, the humanitarian is gone… 
It is rare to see a magistrate trade in his gown for a humanitarian affairs officer’s jacket. 
Yet this is what Apollinaire Bigirimana did, brilliantly. After working for several years as a 
magistrate in his native Burundi, Apollinaire first joined UNHCR, then OCHA as a local 
employee, before going international in 2007.  

OCHA sent him to Goz Beida, Chad, as 
head of sub-office in the midst of the IDP 
and Darfur refugee crisis. He quickly 
received recognition for his work and 
three years later was promoted to head 
of the OCHA Abéché sub-office (which 
also covers the other three OCHA sub-
offices in the East).  
Apollinaire’s former colleague at OCHA in 
Goz-Beida, Guelnoudji Ndjékounkosse, 
remembers him in these words: "So Apo, 
you bowed out leaving me with this 
definition of humanitarian coordination: 
"Humanitarian coordination is like oil in 
an engine. It is necessary for the 
machine to run. You were like oil in the 
humanitarian machine in Eastern Chad."  
This man made a huge impression during 
his last 24 months in Abéché, where his 
professionalism was unanimously praised 
as he aroused respect and esteem from 
his colleagues and work partners. The 
tears, shock, and mobilisation following 
his death are a testament of his 
greatness as a "diplomat." 
Nothing predicted his sudden death on 2 
December 2012 which shocked many 
people, including those who had met him 
only briefly.  Apollinaire Bigirimana leaves 
behind Victoire, his beloved wife, and 
their four daughters. 
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For further information, please contact:  
Dieudonné Bamouni, Head of Office OCHA-Chad, dieudonneb@un.org, Tel. (+235) 62 93 13 13 
Pierre Péron, Public Information Officer, peronp@un.org, Tel. (+235) 62 93 11 68 
Augustin Zusanné, Assistant Public Information Officer, zusanne@un.org, Tel. (+235) 63 90 09 13 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/tchad |  www.reliefweb.int 
 

In Brief 
New convention on food aid comes into effect 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/2013/20130101_en.htm  
 
OCHA launches 2 new information platforms on humanitarian aid in Chad  
http://unocha.org/tchad  
http://chad.humanitarianresponse.info/fr   
 

CAP Funding in the le Sahel 
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