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ENCU releases the nutrition hotspot classification  
On 18 February, DRMFSS released the nutrition hotspot classification for the first quarter 
of 2015. Following the regional level classification, which was completed in the second 
week of February, the federal level classification team (which included FEWS NET, WFP, 
UNICEF and DRMFSS/ENCU) reviewed and finalized the list. The team used the May 
2014 hotspot classification guideline indicators for the February classification.   
 
The classification team identified 338 hotspot woredas, including 49 priority one woredas, 
149 priority two woredas and 140 priority three woredas. The number of priority one 
woredas decreased by 28 per cent this year compared to the February 2014 hotspot 
classification. Similarly, the number of priority two woredas decreased by 26 per cent, 
while the number of priority three woredas increased by 115 per cent. Given the rapidly 
changing food and nutrition situation in parts of the country, the February 2015 hotspot 
list will likely be revised in April 2015.     
 
In a new development this year, the classification team, together with the WaSH Cluster, 
identified hotspot woredas that require emergency WaSH response.  
 
The revised hotspot list is intended to guide the Government and stakeholders to 
prioritize and allocate resources, and to plan and carry-out emergency food and nutrition 
responses in a timely manner. To this end, ENCU called an ad hoc Multi-Agency Nutrition 
Taskforce (MANTF) meeting on Friday, 20 February to solicit partners’ commitment to 
start new or expand on-going nutrition interventions. All hotspot woredas are being 
closely monitored. For more information, contact isaack.manyama1@gmail.com 
 

Measles vaccination will target 40 million children in 2015 
In 2014, 302 measles outbreaks were reported from 249 woredas in all regions. Similar to 
2012 and 2013, three regions accounted for 82 per cent of the total measles caseload in 
2014: Oromia (47 per cent), Amhara (24 per cent) and SNNP (11 per cent) regions. Of 
the 16,207 suspected cases during the year, 13,301 cases were confirmed positive. 66 
per cent of the cases were children above five years of age, and 33 per cent of the cases 
were children under five years. The measles outbreaks continued in 2015. The Federal 
Ministry of Health is planning to conduct measles Supplementary Immunization Activity 
(SIA) in October 2015 targeting 40 million children under 14 years of age nationwide at a 
cost of USD 38 million. A $13.5 million proposal was submitted to GAVI – the global 
Vaccination Alliance - to cover costs for the under-5 vaccination. The Ministry is 
organizing a high level meeting with local partners and the Measles and Rubella Initiative 
to mobilize resources to cover the funding gap. Details of the meeting will be 
communicated in due course.  
 
Separately, the Government and health partners conducted a national polio vaccination 
campaign from 6 to 9 February 2015 in all regions except Somali, and from 8 to 11 
February in Somali region. There was high level Government representation in the 
supervision of the Somali region campaign with two State Ministers leading the delegation 
in Doolo and Fafan zones. The campaign targeted 13 million children under-5 nationwide. 
For more information, contact who-wro@et.afro.who.int 
 

Education project benefiting 45,000 children in Gambella  
With funds secured from Frankfurt am Main (KfW), UNICEF began implementing an 
education project benefitting 45,000 South Sudanese refugee children and host 
community children in Gambella region. In Somali region, the Education Cluster 
supported 2,000 school-aged children affected by floods in Mustahil and Kalafo woredas 
of Shabelle zone through the rehabilitation of five flood-damaged schools and provision of 
educational materials and supplies. For more information, contact mshenkut@unicef.org 

Key Issues: 
 
 DRMFSS/ENCU called 

on nutrition partners to 
start new or expand 
existing emergency 
nutrition interventions 
based on the newly 
released nutrition 
hotspot woreda list.  

 
 23,646 people in 

drought-affected 
Legahida and Salahad 
woredas of Nogob zone 
(Somali region) await 
water trucking support. 
 

 The Somali region 
WaSH Cluster is 
completing a rapid 
assessment to verify the 
reported acute water 
shortages in Deka Siftu 
woreda of Liben zone.     

 
 UNICEF requires an 

additional US$ 4.6 
million to cover the 
funding gap to procure 
RUTF for the 
management of severely 
malnourished children in 
2015. 

 
 FMoH needs an 

additional $24.5 million 
to cover costs for the 
planned national 
measles vaccination 
campaign in 2015.  

 


