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Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs, Email: ocha-eth@un.org 

 
 
The meher assessment teams deployed on 29 November    
Twenty four meher assessment teams deployed on 29 November for three weeks after 
receiving a pre-assessment briefing in Addis Ababa on 28 November. The assessment 
teams, comprising more than 150 experts from Government, donor, NGOs and UN 
agencies will visit areas that received kiremt rains and agro-pastoralist areas that received
deyr/hagaya rains. Results of the assessment, coupled with a five-year sector and 
weather trends analysis and preliminary seasonal forecast by the National Meteorological 
Agency (NMA) will be used to project humanitarian needs in 2015. 
 
According to NMA’s preliminary weather forecast for 2015, the belg season is expected to 
be near normal in the south eastern, central and eastern parts of the country. North 
eastern Ethiopia is expected to receive below normal belg rainfall. The official forecast will 
be released in January.  For more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org 

 
Only six relief food rounds for 2014 
According to WFP, the sixth relief food round will be the bridging round for 2014 due to 
resource shortfalls and the imminent meher harvest. Seven relief food rounds were initially 
planned for the year.  
 
At present, the fifth relief food round is being distributed to 3.2 million relief beneficiaries. 
People in the JEOP and WFP-covered areas are receiving a full food basket and ration, 
while 20 per cent of beneficiaries in the DRMFSS-covered areas are receiving a reduced 
food basket due to shortfalls in pulses. Critical resource shortfalls are also reported for the 
sixth round, including 6,193MT of cereals, 667MT pulses and 301MT of oil for WFP’s hubs
and spokes program in Somali region. DRFMFSS has no cereal in the pipeline for the 
sixth round for about 496,200 beneficiaries in the non-risk financing woredas, and only 33 
per cent of its pulse requirements. For more information, contact: 
wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 

 
Third polio outbreak assessment concluded   
On 21 November, the third polio outbreak assessment team in Ethiopia debriefed their 
findings to Government and partners’ representatives. The team praised all involved for
the significant progress made in outbreak response. However, gaps in surveillance and 
routine polio immunization coverage in the polio outbreak-affected Doolo zone continue to 
be risks for the further spread of the disease.     
 
In Ethiopia, twelve national polio vaccination campaigns were conducted since the first 
case of wild polio virus was confirmed in Somali region in August 2013. The number of 
confirmed polio cases in the country remains at 10 (with a 5 January 2014 date of onset).
Ethiopia was polio-free since 2008 up until the outbreak last year.  
 
In the Horn of Africa, the polio outbreak continues with the latest case confirmed in Hobyo 
District of Somalia on 11 August 2014, and cases of vaccine-derived polio virus infection 
in South Sudan and Uganda in November. For more information, contact: who-
wro@et.afro.who.int  

 
Refugee relocation from Matar to Pugnido continues 
UNHCR, with support from IOM, continues the relocation of the 15,000 South Sudanese  
refugees stranded at Matar for the past three months as a result of flooding to Pugnido camp.
Between18 November (when the relocation started) and 26 November, 1,340 people were 
relocated. The number of people transported daily will be increased to speed-up the process.  
 
As of 26 November, 193,922 South Sudanese refugees crossed the Ethiopian border. As of 
the same date, the South Sudanese refugee operation was 49 per cent funded. For more 
information, contact gegziabk@unhcr.org  
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