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HIGHLIGHTS 

• Some 8 million people 
are projected to 
continue to receive 
humanitarian 
assistance in 2019, 
requiring US$1.2 
billion. 
 

 

 
 

 FIGURES 

Affected 

population 

7.95 million 

MAM 4.16 million  

SAM 370,000 

# of people 

displaced due 

to conflict         

 2.4 million 

# of people displaced due to 

climatic shocks          0.5 m                    

 

FUNDING 

US$1.494 billion  

Requirement for the 2nd half of 

2018 Ethiopia Humanitarian and 

Disaster Resilience Plan 

 

Funding shortfall: US$367 million 

 

 

 

 

Humanitarian needs to remain high in Ethiopia 
in 2019 
Some 8 million people are projected to continue to receive humanitarian assistance in 2019, 
requiring US$1.2 billion, as highlighted in the Ethiopia chapter of the 2019 Global 
Humanitarian Overview (GHO). Speaking at the launch of the 2019 GHO on 4 December 
2018, the United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator, Mr. Mark Lowcock, said 
humanitarian needs will remain high in Ethiopia stating, “beyond Yemen, needs will remain 
‘exceptionally high’ in Syria, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Ethiopia, Nigeria 
and South Sudan.” 
 
Commissioner of Ethiopia’s National 
Disaster Risk Management 
Commission, Mr. Mitiku Kassa, said 
Ethiopia remains vulnerable to climate-
induced disasters, flooding and conflict-
induced displacements because of its 
geographic locations in the Horn of 
Africa and its diverse ethnic profile. The 
commissioner, who was one of the 
main panelists at the launch of the 
GHO, called on support to scale up the 
already existing and strong joint 
Government and partners’ coordination 
mechanisms which are in place at 
national, regional and local levels to 
provide effective humanitarian 
response for any emerging disasters in 
the country.  
 
The Commissioner highlighted a best 
practice of a joint Government and 
partners’ Emergency Operation Center 
(EOC) set up to respond to the Gedeo-
Guji inter-communal violence, which 
left more than 840,000 people 
displaced from both sides was 
highlighted during the panel discussion. 
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Figure 1 Commissioner Mitiku Kassa representing 
Ethiopia at the 2019 Global Humanitarian Overview 
launch, Geneva Photo Credit: OCHA 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

 

• The 2018 Ethiopia 
Humanitarian and 
Disaster Resilience 
Plan (HDRP) Mid-Year 
Review is at 75 per 
cent, leaving a gap of 
$367 million. 

 
 

The EOC in Dilla Town alone brought together about 41 partners with 427 staff to respond 
to the crisis. 
 
Meanwile, the funding status for the 2018 Ethiopia Humanitarian and Disaster Resilience 
Plan (HDRP) Mid-Year Review is at 75 per cent, including resources provided by the 
Government of Ethiopia. The result of the ongoing 2018 Government-led multi-agency 
needs assessment (from 17 November to 15 December) in all regions will help determine 
the actual humanitarian requirements for Ethiopia in 2019. 
 

Ethiopia: 2018 HDRP Funding Update  

(as of 06 December 2018) 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

 

• Government and 
partners continue 
peace building efforts 
to ease tensions 
between ethnic Gedeos 
and Gujis 
 

 
 

Government and partners continue peace building efforts 
to ease tensions between ethnic Gedeos and Gujis 
On 22 November 2018, the Ethiopian Catholic Church (ECC) in collaboration with the 
Catholic Relief Service (CRS) and World Vision convened a peace forum in Dilla Town of 
SNNP region.  The purpose of the high-level consultative peace forum entitled “Collaborative 
Action for Sustainable Peace” was to address the root causes of the violence in Gedeo and 
West Guji. The forum 
brought together religious 
leaders, regional and 
district government 
representatives and 
traditional youth and 
women’s leaders to 
provide a platform to 
reflect on the Gedeo–Guji 
violence. The forum also 
created an opportunity for 
people to come together 
to identify ways to 
collaborate to ensure 
peace between the two 
communities. The Aba 
Gedas and traditional 
leaders promised to work 
strongly to build 
sustainable peace 
between Guji and Gedeo. 
For more on this: https://bit.ly/2RMrTve 
 

Government to extend peace and reconciliation effort in Bule Hora town 

The Government of Ethiopia has scheduled to hold a peace and reconciliation conference 
in Bule Hora Town of West Guji zone, Oromia region, in December 2018. The conference 
aspires to build a sustainable peace between the conflicting communities and therby ensure 
the return of all IDPs, including those displaced from East Guji zone, to their places of origin. 
The decision was passed following a regional meeting that brought together the Federal 
Ministry of Peace the Oromia and SNNP regional leaders, and the National Disaster Rsk 
Management Commission in Hawassa on 27-28 November 2018. A series of discussions 
between the two communities that began in July are gradually changing the displacement 
crisis in the region, although the situation remains volatile and vulnerability level are very 
high. 

For further information, please contact:  
Choice Ufuoma Okoro, Head, Strategic Communications, okoroc@un.org, Tel. (+251) 9125 02695 
Mengistu Dargie, National Public Information and Reporting Officer, dargie@un.org, Tel. (+251) 911742381 
Malda Nadew, National Information Officer, nadew@un.org, Tel. (+251) 9229034346 
Karin Fenczak, OCHA Operations and Advocacy Division, New York, fenczak@un.org  

Figure 2 Religious leaders and Aba Gedas reconciling Gedeo and 
Guji Communities. Photo Credit: Terhas Clark/CRS 
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