
   * Funding described as ‘outside’ is a term used for funding not counted towards the requirements of UN-coordinated appeals and includes support for organizations and/or activities that are not 
part of Humanitarian Response Plans (HRPs) or Regional Response Plans (RRPs). This typically includes reported funding towards the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement 
(ICRC and IFRC) and some NGOs as well as bilateral contributions channelled directly from one government to another. It may also include core funding for humanitarian organisations and 
funding to crises that do not have HRPs as officially agreed with national governments (such as DPRK, Pakistan, Colombia, and Eritrea). Pledges towards specific crises may also be temporarily 
counted as "outside" appeals until details about recipients are reported to the Financial Tracking Service (FTS).
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(PRMB), OCHA at rmss-ocha@un.org  www.humanitarianresponse.info/appeals  |  www.unocha.org/globalhumanitarianoverview

$24.1 B
Total requirements 

$11.8 B
Funding received

145.0 M
People in need

$12.3 B
Funding gap

HUMANITARIAN FUNDING UPDATE
OCTOBER 2017

The UN acknowledges the generous contributions of donors who provide unearmarked or core funding to humanitarian partners, CERF and to country-based pooled funds.

As of 31 October, United Nations-coordinated appeals and refugee 
response plans within the Global Humanitarian Overview (GHO) require 
US$24.1 billion to meet the humanitarian needs of 105.1 million 
particularly vulnerable people of an estimated 145 million crisis-affected 
people in 39 countries. The appeals are funded at $11.8 billion, leaving a 
shortfall of $12.3 billion. This is $1.5 billion less than the gap reported 
at the end of September 2017.

The current humanitarian situation in DRC far exceeds planning 
scenarios for 2017, with huge additional needs in areas with limited 
pre-existing response capacity, most notably in the Kasai region. The 
overall number of people in need in DRC has increased from 7.3 million 
to more than 8.5 million since the beginning of the year, and there are 
currently 3.9 million internally displaced people in the country, as well as 
half a million refugees. Food insecurity is a critical concern, with 1.5 
million people in IPC Phase 4. Current estimates may even understate 
the level of need, while HRP funding is at its lowest level in ten years.

Over 815,000 Rohingya refugees, including more than 600,000 who 
have arrived over the last two months, are sheltering in Bangladesh, 
making this the world’s fastest-growing refugee crisis. In October, 
partners released a $434 million response plan targeting 1.2 million 
people through February 2018. At a pledging conference on 23 October 
co-hosted by the State of Kuwait and the European Union and organized 
by IOM, UNHCR and OCHA, donors pledged $360 million for response to 
the Rohingya crisis. Partners are working to ensure that disbursements 
are fast-tracked. 

United Nations-coordinated appeals
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Chad hosts over 400,000 refugees and 100,000 internally displaced 
people in need of immediate assistance. The country suffers from 
massive food insecurity, with close to 1 million people severely 
food-insecure during the ongoing lean season. Additional funding is 
urgently required to save the lives and livelihoods of 2.6 million people in 
Chad by providing food, basic health, and safe water and sanitation as 
well as strengthening the protection of displaced women and children.

As of 27 October, the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) has 
approved $414 million in grants for 35 countries. In October, the fund 
allocated $64 million to 8 countries, four of which were funded through 
the CERF’s underfunded emergencies window. Amongst the allocations 
was $12 million to cover the protection, WASH and health needs of 
196,000 Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh and $13 million to support 
the response to the hurricanes in the Caribbean. For 2017, 45 donors 
have contributed a total of $447.1 million to CERF, and 5 other donors 
have pledged an additional $8.7 million; CERF is therefore projecting an 
income of $456.3 million for 2017. 

As of end October, 26 donors have contributed $599 million (including 
$16.8 million in pledges) to the 18 country-based pooled funds 
(CBPFs) active in 2017. The CBPFs in turn have channelled a combined 
$474 million to over 500 humanitarian partners, and proposals for a 
further $126 million are under review. The highest amounts have been 
allocated by the funds in Ethiopia ($79 million), Yemen ($59.4 million) 
and Iraq ($62.5 million). Some 47% has gone to international NGOs, 
31% to UN organizations, 21% to national NGOs and 1% to Red 
Cross/Red Crescent organizations. Real-time information on CBPF 
contributions and allocations is available on http://gms.unocha.org/bi.
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* In-country reports indicate that $1.169 million in funding has been received (82 % funded). Recording of some contributions on FTS is pending triangulation and verification. / ** UNHCR reports the original 
full 3RP requirement as $5.6 billion which includes multi-year funds already received for 2017, making the total 2017 unmet requirements $4.63 billion appealed for under the 3RP in 2017. / *** Contributions 
received towards activities in Bangladesh, Caribbean, Colombia, Cuba, DPRK and Pakistan are counted as global humanitarian funding outside appeals. /  Information not reported to FTS is not reflected in 
this document. 
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While famine has been stemmed thus far, the threat continues 
through the end of the year in several areas. The ongoing Deyr (Oct – 
Dec) rains are forecast to be normal to below normal hence levels of 
acute food insecurity are expected to remain severe into 2018. Levels 
of acute malnutrition have spiked with global acute malnutrition 
(GAM) and severe acute malnutrition (SAM) rates of up to 33 and 11 
per cent recorded among IDPs. Overall, 388,000 children are acutely 
malnourished including 87,000 who will be severely malnourished and 
need urgent medical treatment. The HRP seeking US$1.5 billion is 
only 55 per cent funded. If more funding is not received now, mortality 
and morbidity rates will increase in the coming months.  

Sustained support to humanitarian operations remains crucial. 
Developments this month in the disputed areas of northern Iraq have 
prompted mass-displacement. Humanitarian response is underway. 
Almost 3.2 million people are displaced across the country, and new 
displacement is occurring simultaneously to mass-returns. Military 
operations on remaining ISIL-held pockets of western Anbar are 
expected to commence before the end of the year, in a remote and 
difficult-to-access environment. The 2017 Humanitarian Response 
Plan is 62 per cent funded; an additional $374 million is urgently 
required to meet the needs of 6.2 million people in 2017. 

Of the $804 million appeal, only $316 million – 39 percent – has been 
received. Lack of funding is impacting the well-being of 4.8 million 
people in need, including 2.3 million acutely malnourished children. A 
funding gap of $3 million in health financing in Darfur, Blue Nile, South 
Kordofan and eastern states has left some 637,000 people without 
adequate access to essential primary health care. The UN 
Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) will only continue operations until 
November at current funding levels, threatening the ability of 
humanitarians to provide lifesaving assistance to deep field locations. 
Humanitarians are also responding to a continued outbreak of AWD 
and the continuing influx of South Sudanese refugees, with over 
185,000 arriving this year alone.  

Since April 2017 the situation in the Gaza Strip has significantly 
worsened, related to internal Palestinian dynamics, manifested 
principally in an energy crisis, and affecting all two million Gaza 
residents. Despite a reconciliation agreement signed on 12 October, 
the humanitarian situation has yet to change. An appeal launched on 
3 July, requests $25.2 million for life-saving interventions in the 
health, water sanitation and hygiene, and food security sectors. This 
appeal is only half funded, mostly by pooled funds – and requires 
urgent donor support. 

CAR is on the brink of sliding back into deep levels of violence, 
similar to the last major conflict in 2013-2014. In July 2017, the 
number of internally displaced people exceeded 600,000, an increase 
of almost 50 per cent since January. The number of CAR refugees in 
Cameroon, Chad, Sudan and Democratic Republic of Congo has also 
increased by 13 per cent this year and now exceeds 500,000. This 
brings the total number of people forcedly displaced to a record-high 
1.1 million. To respond to new humanitarian needs, the 2017 HRP 
has been revised upwards by 24 per cent, to $497 million, but is only 
34 per cent funded. 

The 2017 HRP, which was revised upwards in July to reflect 
additional needs, requires $304.7 million but is only 36 per cent 
funded. Underfunding has already had an impact on aid delivery; WFP 
has had to cease the delivery of meals to 40 per cent of the targeted 
schools due to lack of resources. An urgent inflow of funding is 
required to sustain and scale up the provision of life-saving 
assistance to vulnerable communities in Mali. 

During winter, when temperatures can drop as low as -20 Celsius, 
needs across all sectors are expected to rise, particularly in eastern 
Ukraine along the ‘contact’ line. The 2017 Humanitarian Response 
Plan is funded at just 26 per cent. Severe underfunding means 
life-saving assistance will be significantly decreased, ultimately 
affecting those who need assistance the most, including people 
affected by increased levels of food insecurity, and those awaiting 
winterization shelter support.  

Conflict and insecurity over the past year has directly affected over 
1.6 million people. The country remains divided between rival 
administrations, leaving national and local institutions largely unable 
to provide protection and basic services to the population. The 
economic situation continues to deteriorate, deepening 
vulnerabilities. Despite its modest financial requirement of $151 
million, the 2017 HRP is only 56 per cent funded. An additional $66 
million is urgently needed to provide life-saving assistance to 0.9 
million people. 

Recent violence in Rakhine State has created the world’s 
fastest-growing refugee crisis, the latest in a decades-long cycle of 
tension, persecution and violence. More than 400,000 people are 
estimated to remain in need across Rakhine state – a figure likely to 
increase. This includes 120,000 IDPs who are confined to camps in 
central Rakhine and rely solely on humanitarian aid. A further 123,000 
people remain in need in Kachin and Shan states, including 98,000 
IDPs. The Myanmar Humanitarian Response Plan requires $150 
million to meet the humanitarian needs of at least these 525,000 
people. As of 24 October, only $95.9 million has been received.  

An estimated 18 million people (70% of the population) are 
suffering from food insecurity and 10.5 million people (41% of the 
population) are undernourished. The Needs and Priorities Plan 
requested $113.5 million to meet the needs of 13 million of most 
vulnerable and remains critically underfunded at only 30%. UN 
agencies and partners are seeing their programmes seriously 
undermined and the lack of funds could lead to the discontinuation 
of key humanitarian programmes.  
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