
As of 30 September, United Nations-coordinated appeals (Humanitarian Response Plans, 
Refugee Response Plans and flash appeals) within the Global Humanitarian Overview 
require US$24.2 billion to meet the humanitarian needs of 104.1 million crisis-affected 
people in 39 countries. The appeals are funded at $10.4 billion, leaving a shortfall of 
$13.8 billion.

In September, Hurricanes Irma and Maria caused untold devastation across the 
Caribbean. A three-month Regional Response Plan for the Caribbean was launched on 15 
September seeking $27.1 million to cover the urgent needs of the most vulnerable people 
in the region’s most-impacted nations, territories and states. The plan has received $2.6 
million in reported funding to date, though some of the over $20 million in funding for the 
region will probably apply to the plan. The Cuba Plan of Action requesting $55.1 million 
was launched on 19 September and is currently funded at $8.8 million. On 29 September, 
a Flash Appeal for Dominica was launched requesting $31.1 million to respond to the 
urgent needs of 65,000 people affected by Hurricane Maria. 

In Bangladesh, as of 28 September, more than half a million Rohingya refugees had fled 
across the border from Myanmar in just over a month. Partners in Bangladesh released a 
revised response plan targeting 1.2 million people for assistance, including new refugees, 
previous refugees and host communities, over six months; its requirements are $434 million. 
(The Cuba Plan of Action, the Regional Response Plan for the Caribbean and the Preliminary 
Response Plan for the refugees and host communities in Bangladesh are currently not 
counted as part of the Global Humanitarian Overview.)

In Libya, $75 million is urgently needed to provide 900,000 people with life-saving 
assistance in healthcare, civilian protection and basic services. Gaps are particularly 
serious in the health sector: more than 50% of Libyan health facilities are either partially or 
not at all functional. In Ukraine, with the harsh winter imminent, critical additional support 
is needed to ensure that winterisation needs of affected people along the contact line are 
met. The Humanitarian Response Plan which seeks $204 million remains underfunded at 
just 25%. Please see icons       overleaf for information on urgent funding needs in 
Bangladesh, CAR, Chad, DRC, Libya, oPt, Somalia, Sudan and Ukraine.

As of 30 September, the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) has approved $339 
million for 32 countries. In September, the fund allocated $27 million to 5 emergencies, 
including $8 million for immediate response to people affected by Hurricane Irma in Cuba. 
The fund allocated $7 million to humanitarian partners in Bangladesh to assist hundreds of 
thousands of refugees arriving from Myanmar (In addition $12 million was allocated in early 
October). CERF also approved $7 million for Nepal and Bangladesh for life-saving support to 
the flood-affected population. For underfunded emergencies, CERF approved $5 million in 
September out of the $45 million set aside for the second round of the 2017 underfunded-
emergency allocations; the remaining $40 million is currently under review. For 2017, 43 
donors have contributed a total of $359.3 million to CERF, and eight other donors have 
pledged $93.7 million. CERF is projecting an income of $453.9 million for 2017, nearly $4 
million over the current $450 million funding target.

As of end September, 26 donors have contributed $571 million (including $86.5 million in 
pledges) to the 18 country-based pooled funds active in 2017. Over 500 humanitarian 
partners have received a combined $408 million from the funds, and another $77.4 million 
is pending approval. The funds with the largest volumes of allocations are those in Yemen 
($59.4 million), Iraq ($55.6 million) and Ethiopia ($52.6 million). Some 45% of allocations 
has gone to international NGOs, 32% to UN organizations, 22% to national NGOs and 1% to 
Red Cross/Red Crescent Movement organizations. Real-time information on CBPF 
contributions and allocations is available on http://gms.unocha.org/bi. 

* Funding described as ‘outside’ is a term used for funding not counted towards the requirements of UN-coordinated appeals and includes support for organizations and/or activities 
that are not part of Humanitarian Response Plans (HRPs) or Regional Refugee Plans (RRPs). This typically includes reported funding towards the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement (ICRC and IFRC), some NGOs and bilateral contributions channelled directly from one government to another. It may also include core funding for humanitarian 
organisations and funding to crises that do not have HRPs as officially agreed with national governments (such as DPRK, Pakistan, Colombia, and Eritrea). Pledges towards specific 
crises may also be temporarily counted as "outside" appeals until details about recipients are reported to the Financial Tracking Service (FTS).

Figures are as reported by donors and recipient organizations to the Financial Tracking Service as of 30 September 2017. All 
financial data is continuously updated on fts.unocha.org. Dollar signs in this document denote United States dollars. For more 
information, please contact the Resource Mobilization Support Section (RMSS), Partnerships and Resource Mobilization Branch 
(PRMB), OCHA at rmss-ocha@un.org  www.humanitarianresponse.info/appeals  |  www.unocha.org/stateofaid
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The UN acknowledges the generous contributions of donors who provide unearmarked or core funding to humanitarian partners, CERF and to country-based pooled funds.
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Sudan continues to face significant and protracted humanitarian 
needs. Some 4.8 million people are in need of assistance. 3.6 million 
face food insecurity and 2.2 million children face acute malnutrition. 
There are an estimated 3.2 million IDPs across the country, of which 
2.7 million are in Darfur and 2.3 million are in need of assistance. In 
2016, over 158,000 people were newly displaced, primarily by conflict 
in the first part of the year between the Government and SLM-AW in 
the Jebel Marra region of Darfur, and many have only recently become 
accessible. Since 2013 over 460,000 South Sudanese refugees have 
arrived. Over 180,000 arrived in the first three months of 2017 alone, 
far outpacing the initial projections. 

Sustained funding is essential to enable a continued effective 
response. The 2017 HRP, launched in May, appeals for $800m 
(including $260m for refugees) but is less than 38 percent funded. 
Sudan appeals have faced a funding gap of over 40 percent for the 
past five years. Funding shortfalls have already led to the closure of 
49 health facilities in Darfur, South Kordofan, and Blue Nile, impacting 
over 630,000 people. UNHAS only has funding to operate through 
November 2017.

The humanitarian crisis caused by violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine 
State since 25 August is causing suffering on a catastrophic scale. As 
of 28 September, more than half a million Rohingya refugees had fled 
across the border from Myanmar to Bangladesh in just over a month. 
This is the largest refugee movement in the region in decades, and 
has quickly become the world’s fastest-growing refugee crisis. 
Refugees arriving in Bangladesh—mostly women and children—are 
traumatized and have recounted harrowing experiences of appalling 
human rights violations and other abuse. Some have arrived with 
injuries caused by gunshots, shrapnel and fire. An initial response plan 
was published in early September, but the massive scale and speed of 
the influx has rapidly overwhelmed early projections. On 2 October, 
partners released a revised response plan, which targets 1.2 million 
people with assistance – including new refugees, previous refugees 
and host communities – at a total cost of $434 million. The people 
and Government of Bangladesh have been extremely generous in 
keeping borders open and accommodating hundreds of thousands of 
new arrivals. Donors are urged to maintain their support for this 
response, and to fund the revised response plan fully and as quickly 
as possible.

Devastation and an extensive breakdown of essential services 
followed Category 5 Hurricane Irma, the most powerful hurricane ever 
recorded over the Atlantic. The most severely affected areas include 
Anguilla, Barbuda, British Virgin Islands, Cuba, Saint Barthelemy, Saint 
Martin, Sint Maarten, and Turks and Caicos Islands. The three-month 
Regional Response Plan (RRP) aims to cover the urgent needs of the 
most vulnerable populations in the Caribbean’s most impacted 
nations, territories and states. The Plan was developed with the 
support of national and regional disaster management entities, 
particularly the Caribbean Disaster and Emergency Management 
Agency (CDEMA). The Plan will likely be revised once the impact of 
Category 5 Hurricane Maria, which has devastated additional island 
such as Dominica and impacted countries and territories already hit 
by Irma, is known. The Response Plan is currently only 9.6% funded. 

Humanitarian needs continue to deepen in the DRC, where widening 
conflict, socio-economic decline and political instability have left 8.5 
million people in need of humanitarian assistance and protection. An 
upsurge in conflict in the previously peaceful Kasai region has 
displaced 1.4 million people over the past year, with grave human 
rights abuses reported. This brings the total number of internally 
displaced people in DRC to 3.8 million, making it the largest internal 
displacement crisis in Africa. Meanwhile, humanitarian needs in other 
parts of the country - namely Tanganyika and the Kivus – have spiked 
from an intensification of conflict. Across the country, some 7.7 million 
people are severely food insecure – a 30 per cent increase from last 
year – and 1.9 million children – 12 per cent of the global caseload - 
are severely malnourished. People have become increasing 
susceptible to communicable diseases, and recent weeks have seen 
an unusual spike in Cholera cases ahead of the rainy season, bringing 
the total number of reported cases to 27,500. While humanitarian 
organizations work to scale up their response efforts, with many 
raising their own internal emergency response level designations, 
underfunding continues to be the biggest impediment to humanitarian 
action in the DRC. The HRP of $812.6 million is just 28 per cent funded. 

$75 million are urgently needed to provide life-saving assistance to 
900,000 people for healthcare, civilian protection and basic services. 
Gaps are particularly urgent in the health sector, with more than 50 per 
cent of Libyan health facilities either partially or not at all functional. 
Protection risks abound and demand urgent action. Non-Libyans 
arriving in Europe via the Mediterranean crossing report exploitation, 
abuse and torture in Libya, where they cannot access services and live 
in daily fear of capture and detention. Female migrants and children 
are most exposed, reporting widespread rape and sexual violence, 
including in detention centres.

The situation in CAR has significantly deteriorated since January 
2017, with an escalation of political tension, armed violence and 
attacks against humanitarians and peacekeepers. The number of 
internally displaced people has increased by nearly 50 percent in 
2017, bringing the total to 592,000, the highest ever recorded. In 
August, thousands of Central Africans fled to neighbouring countries, 
where the number of CAR refugees has now surpassed 500,000. With 
2.4 million people in need of assistance, representing over half of the 
population, severe underfunding of humanitarian operations is having 
a crippling effect on the delivery of assistance. The 2017 HRP, which 
was revised upwards in August to reflect the increased needs, 
requires $497 million but is only 30 per cent funded.

Since April 2017 the situation in the Gaza Strip has significantly 
worsened, related to internal Palestinian dynamics, manifested 
principally in an energy crisis, and affecting all two million people in 
Gaza. An appeal launched on 3 July, requests $25.2 million for 
life-saving interventions in the health, water sanitation & hygiene, and 
food security sectors. This appeal is half funded, mostly by pooled 
funds – CERF 4.2$M and humanitarian fund $2.5M.

While famine has been stemmed thus far, the threat continues 
through the end of the year in the worst affected areas of Somalia. 
The Gu (April – June) rains provided relief in some areas, however, 
pastoralists in many areas lost up to 60 per cent of their animals and 
the harvest is expected to be below normal; levels of acute food 
insecurity are expected to remain severe throughout 2017. Levels of 
acute malnutrition have spiked in several areas. Global acute 
malnutrition (GAM) and Severe Acute malnutrition (SAM) rates of up 
to 33 and 11 per cent have been recorded among IDPs. Overall, 
388,000 children are acutely malnourished including 87,000 who will 
be severely malnourished and need urgent medical treatment. The 
HRP seeking USD 1.5 billion is only 54 per cent funded. If more 
funding is not received now, mortality and morbidity rates will increase 
in the coming months. 

With the harsh Ukrainian winter imminent, it is now time critical 
additional support be provided to the $214 million Humanitarian 
Response Plan which remains underfunded at just 25 per cent to 
ensure that winterisation needs of affected people along the contact 
line are met. UN and NGO teams on the ground are increasingly 
concerned by the disproportionate impact ongoing hostilities are 
having on more than a million civilians living along the ‘contact line’. 
Repeated political inability to respect a ceasefire continues to drive 
humanitarian need. 

One of the poorest countries in the world, Chad hosts over 400,000 
refugees from Sudan, Nigeria and the Central African Republic, and 
over 100,000 internally displaced people requiring immediate 
assistance. The country also suffers from massive food insecurity, 
with close to 1 million people severely food insecure during the 
ongoing lean season. Of the $589 million requested to provide 
humanitarian assistance to 2.6 million people in 2017 – only 31 per 
cent has been received so far. Additional funding is urgently required 
to save the lives and livelihoods of the most vulnerable in Chad, by 
providing food, basic health, and safe water and sanitation as well as 
strengthening the protection of displaced women and children.
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